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On the occasion of the French 
National day, the Star will 
publish next week a 
supplement dedicated to 
French-Jordanian relations. 
This will be an opportunity 
for firms concerned with 
France or Jordan. 

call The Star. Tel: 645 380. 
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Popular sectors warn government 
not to tamper with bread prices 
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- By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

THE LATEST government plan to 
increase bread prices by 300 percent has 
put Jordanians on red alert. Political par¬ 
ties. trade unions, professional associa¬ 
tions. the Jordanian Women's Union and 
other popular institutions united to protest 
government intentions under the banner 
of "bread prices is a red line—do not over 
step iL" This is seen as a clear and force¬ 
ful message to the government. 

The National Society for Consumer 
Protection (NSCP) also opposed the gov¬ 
ernment's plans, and warned of their neg¬ 
ative consequences if they were 
implemented. 

If the government goes ahead with its 
[mention to decrease or do away with sub¬ 
sidies altogether, it risks facing an angry' 
public backlash over an issue that was 
always left untouched by previous 
governments. 

Early this week Minister of Supply 
Monir Sobar told Ad Dustour Arabic daily 
of the government’s intention to increase 
the price of bread from SS fils to 2S0 fils 
per kilogram as of 15 July. But the minis¬ 
ter later backed down and said the govern¬ 
ment was only studying the matter. Mr 


Sobar told Petra news agency that "the 
decision to increase bread prices is the 
prerogative of the prime minister, and no 
decision has been taken.” Ad Dustour in 
turn insisted that it had quoted the minis¬ 
ter correctly. 

Official sources said the Ministry of 
Supply was forced to retract Mr Sobar's 
statement under pressure from Prime Min¬ 
ister Abdel Karim Kabariti, who is wor¬ 
ried about public reaction. 

But officials say that the government is 
under pressure to increase bread prices 
since wheat prices in world markets.shot 
up from Si75 to S270 per ton. Govern¬ 
ment subsidies of wheat is estimated at JD 
200 per ton. One kilogram of bread custs 
the Ministry of Supply about 250 Ills. 
Ministry officials maintain that the gov¬ 
ernment will pay the low income JD 15 a 
year in supply coupons so that they will 
not suffer as a result of the price hike. 
"The needy will not fed the increase of 
bread prices,” Sober said. 

The minister explained ilia! “there is 35 
to 40 percent of wheat lost by illegal ways 
or waste.” The Ministry of Supply 
imports 680.000 tons of wheat annually 
and it subsidized bread prices to the tunc 
of JD 106 million. But ministry officials 


maintain that there is also about 2 SU. 01 KJ 
tons of wheat annually that is wasted. 

The NSCP strongly rejects the govern¬ 
ment's intentions. "This increase will neg¬ 
atively affect die nourishment of Lhc peo¬ 
ple and widen the circle of poverty as 90 
percent of people arc living in economic 
crises." said Dr Mohammad Ohicdat. the 
director of the NSCP. 

"I urge the government to study ail the 
alternatives. The excuses that arc pre¬ 
sented by the government are incorrect." 

Those alternatives. Mr Obiedat 
explained, include putting a stop to the 
smuggling of wheat outside Jordan, arid 
impose more taxes on cigarettes and jIco- 
hoi. He said the government should raise 
the exit lax fee on visitors, and collect 
immigration fees from the more than 
150,000 Arab workers who violate their 
residence permits. 

"One of the NSCP’s latest studies 
shows that grain prices are decreasing and 
not increasing as the government claims." 
Dr Obiedat explained. A recent study by 
the NSCP states that 70 percent of fami¬ 
lies of seven members and more consume 
about 2.5 kilograms of bread daily. This 
would cost an extra JD 77.56 annually, if 
Lhc price is increased to 250 fils. These 
families would have to pay JD 228 annu¬ 


ally. The study shows that the waste of 
wheat is only 14.2 percent. 

Economic experts believe that the gov¬ 
ernment is not strong enough lo cope with 
additional burdens, like absorbing the 
increase in international wheat prices. 
Farmers in Jordan only produce five per¬ 
cent of local market needs. Economists 
blame successive gosemment policies for 
this state of affairs. 

While the government denies any rela¬ 
tion between the IMF-imposed conditions 
and the planned flouting of bread prices, 
sonic experts believe the opposite to be 
true. The IMF reform program which 
cuds in July 1997 calls for the implemen¬ 
tation of three issues: Gradual lifting of 
subsidies on all goods and eventual 
removal ol all subsidy. Also, the program 
aims at decreasing the exchange rate of 
the dinar by 30 percent to make it in par¬ 
ity w ith Lhe dollar. The third measure is 
the exemption of foreign goods from cus¬ 
toms taxes replacing them with tariffs. 

The consumer society has long been 
urging the government to revive the 
‘Anti-Trust Laws' and float prices of 
commodities. The NSCP believes that 
these regulations will serve the interest of 
the consumer. 

Together with the NSCP. the political 


and social institu- \ • _• 

tions demand a : • 

national dialogue to | 
discuss the reorgani- ■ SWPj pg 
zation of the subsidy 1 jjp* , 

and those who 

deserve it. 4 *. 

The executive jam 

committee of the : ’ ' 

Jordanian Women’s ; 

Union held an emer- J *£&**wr 

gency meeting to i J!| 

discuss such govern- i. 

mem plans. In a i[fag|gi|w 

statement the union. j SHBH 

rejects such 

increases arguing iHHHL* 

that it will dciericv 1 

rate the economic 1 * 

situauon of the ; -^1 aHpP rak 

country, and strain f 'ffl 

the social fabric. -:- 

The union urged the government to 
create a balance between the level of 
income and the cost of living, by increas¬ 
ing the incomes of people, "to enforce a 
minimum wage and expand social insu¬ 
rance. and improve public services." the 
statement said. 

The coupons issue has many social con¬ 
notations. The NSCP says it is degrading 



for citizens to queue at the Ministry of 
Supply and ask for something that is 
essential for their daily subsistence. 

"The policy of the distribution of cou¬ 
pons has many negative social aspects." 
Obiedat said. "If this mechanism is imple¬ 
mented on bread, which is holy, it would 
be an insult to the people." ■ 


Lifting subsidies on wheat 

Government considers bold steps in 
spite of potential popular protests 


La solidarity retrouvee des Arabes 



: By ABmad Shaker ' . 

Special to The Star 
; IN 1974 the government set up 
\ibt Ministry of Supply in 
response to the so-called 
“sugar crisis." In that year, the 
merchants hid huge quantities 
of sugar with the aim of boost¬ 
ing its street price. People 
called on the government to 
assume its role in guaranteeing 
tbe supply of basic commodi¬ 
ties at fair prices. 

The Ministry of Supply was 
- founded to import and distrib¬ 
ute necessary foodstuff items 
to citizens at subsidized prices. 
The ministry also regulated 
, prices of other consumer goods 
=in4lte local market. 

I^j^ihce that time, the ministry 
-has been importing primary 
goods such as sugar, rice, 
wheat and milk for sale to con¬ 
sumers at subsidized prices 
.costing the treasury millions of 
dinars every year. 

• The government could 
afford to do that then. But 
today and as Jordan is commit¬ 
ted to an economic adjustment 


program in cooperation with 
the World Bank and the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund (IMF), 
it has to adhere to deregulatory 
procedures. Among them are: 
floating prices in general, stop¬ 
ping its intervention in the mar¬ 
ket in addition to lining subsi¬ 
dies completely from certain 
goods. 

The final date for such pro¬ 
cedures to be implemented is 
by the end of 1997. Before that, 
the government will have to 
create mechanisms and legisla¬ 
tions aimed at privatization, 
handing services corporations 
lo the private sector or operat¬ 
ing them on commercial basis. 

Such procedures have raised 
questions about the fate of the 
Ministry of Supply. Indications 
are that the ministry is to be 
phased out to be replaced by a 
department at the Ministry of 
Trade and Fndusiry. 

However, the government 
realizes the risks involved in 
taking such a step for ordinary 
people, who are used to buy 
bread at one third of its actual 


cost. Over the last three years, 
the government adopted steps 
to reduce subsidies on basic 
goods and compensate low- 
ineome people through the con¬ 
troversial coupons system. 

Sugar is a good example, 
where factories and restaurants 
purchase their needs at market 
prices, while low-incomc peo¬ 
ple still buy it at subsidized 
prices. 

The coupon system applies 
to families whose monthly 
income is less than JD 500 
($700) only. Bui the distribu¬ 
tion system created new prob¬ 
lems for the government. 
Because it was difficult to gel 
accurate information on peo¬ 
ple’s incomes, many families 
protested when they were 
denied the right to get coupons. 

In addition, the surging 
world prices of wheal, because 
of poor harvests and cuts in US 
subsidies to agricultural 
exports, forced the government 
to buy huge supplies at £275 
per ton this year compared lo 
S170 per ton Jast year. 


" Added to tTiis is the fact that 
at least 300.000 expatriate 
workers, mostly Egyptians, 
buy their bread at subsidized 
prices. 

These factors have brought 
to the forefront the issue of lift¬ 
ing government subsidies on 
bread while compensating 
those who will suffer most 
from the upset in prices. This 
rime, the Ministry of Supply is 
confident Lhat its new measures 
will help to identify who 
deserves subsidy. U asked all 
departments including the Min¬ 
istry of Finance. Income Tax 
DepL. companies and federa¬ 
tions to provide it with lists of 
their employees and their sala¬ 
ries. By this, as sources at the 
Ministry of Supply said, it can 
overcome the problem of dis¬ 
tributing sugai. rice, and milk 
through coupons. 

Furthermore, the two price 
system should enable the min¬ 
istry' to achieve profiis, by trad¬ 
ing with these goods at market 
price. However, the main prob¬ 
lem is the loaf of bread, that is 


considered the red line, and 
which is sold at 85 fils per kilo¬ 
gram. but its actual cost is 250 
fils, as studies of the Ministry 
of Supply claim. 

The government perceives 
this, but poses some questions, 
is it committed to offering the 
loaf of bread for senior mer¬ 
chants and wealthy citizens? Is 
it committed lo supply subsi¬ 
dized bread to tourists, immi¬ 
grant workers and non- 
Jordanians? is the general bud¬ 
get of the country able to pro¬ 
vide sufficient subsidy for 
bread in the light of global high 
prices? 

In short, the government’s 
aim is to reduce its food import 
bill which was JD y? million 
last year. If world prices con¬ 
tinue going up. this means the 
imports bill will likely to dou¬ 
ble this year, while the allo¬ 
cated subsidy sum in the hud- 
get does not exceed JD 39 
million. 

Minister of Supply Munir 

Continued on page 2 
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Scorching heat wave in Kingdom 

AMMAN (Star)—The heat wave that has affected the King- - 1 

dom on Wednesday is expected to continue until Sunday. I 

according to the National Meteorological DepL Temperatures I 

In Amman and the hilly areas reached a scorching 40 degrees 
Celsius on Wednesday and are expected to remain high on 
Thursday and Friday. 

The weatherman said the heat wave was caused by a flow 
of hot air accompanied by a low pressure centering over the 
Arabian Peninsula. Sources added that the wave will last Tor Weather 
three days causing a noticeable rise in temperatures of 
between six to nine degrees above average for this time of the l — 

year. Humidity, on the other hand, will decline. 

Tbe heat wave will have a greater effect in the mountainous areas. The weather is 
likely to be hot and dry and winds will be easterly moderate and dusty specially in the 
east and south of Kingdom. In Aqaba the weather will be hot and dusty and winds will be 
northerly moderate and the sea calm. ■ 


Yeltisn leads in runoff elections 
amid concerns about his health 



Cultural mission: 


Bringing high art to Olympic masses 


By Snzanne Mnchnic 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

- LOS ANGELES— ‘‘Fantas¬ 
tic." said J. Carter Brown. 

' greeting his interviewer as if he 
_ couldn't wait to talk about his 
current projects. Animated 
“'enthnsrasra and high energy 
have always been among his 
strong suits and, in that regard 
at least, the art world impresa¬ 
rio hasn't changed a bit. 

At 62, Brown’s curly hair 
may be torning gray, but since 
stepping down ~ in 1992 as 
- director of the National Gallery 
of Art in Washington after a 
23-year tenure, he seems to be 
otore on-the-scene 

• than ever. As 

• always, his mis- . Jj 

sion is to bring WW/^~k*W*r 
high culture to the Ww m3 g w 

• People. _ i 

He currently R £ D O 

kvotes most of ' 1 ^ ^ u 

his time to leading 
4nd promoting 
-. .Ovation,-a, new fine arts cable 
television-network and drrect- 
% “Rings: Five Passions in 
-World Art," the central exhibi- 
Uon of the 1996 Olympic Arts 
t Festival, The show—featuring 
about 125 artworks spanning 
=-75. centuries—'will open Thurs- 
•i a *y and run through 29 Sept at 
f ^he Hjgh Museum of Art in 
Atlanta,. 

Among ongoing commit- 
Jterus, Brown chairs the US 
. Commission of Fine Arts, a 


powerful review board for the 
District of Columbia’s public 
art and architecture, and serves 
as senior adviser to Corbis 
Corp founded in 1989 by 
Microsoft chief Bill Gales to 
create new uses and markets 
for digital content. With 
Brown's help. Corbis is build¬ 
ing a massive digital archive 
including images of artworks in 
collections of major museums. 

Working in yet another 
capacity on a recent trip to Los 
Angeles. Brown fulfilled cere¬ 
monial duties as chairman of 
the jury for the prestigious 
Pritzker Architecture Prize, 
awarded this year to Jose 

___ Rafael Moneo 

rfi Brown has 

50 man X ^lls 
f fW' in a ‘ r l k aI 

i he seems to be 

A r t engaged in a 

J \ L precarious jug¬ 

gling act, but 
he sees his var¬ 
ious jobs as a reflection ol his 
lifelong love of all the arts. 

"When I was interviewed for 
the National Gallery. I then- 
director) John Walker asked me 
what ! wanted lo do with my 
life," Brown said. “I told him 
I'd like to make an institution a 
kind of cultural center for its 
community.... He said. ‘That s 
great. How would you like to 
do it for the nation?' So I did. 
At the National Gallery I wrote 
some films and got involved 


oQ 




MOSCOW (Agencies)— 

Millions of Russians cast their 
ballots Wednesday in a tightly 
contested presidential runoff, 
amid increasing Western con¬ 
cern about the health of incum¬ 
bent Boris Yeltsin, who failed 
to cast his ballot in the media 
spotlight in Moscow 

Early exit polls indicated 
lhat Yeltsin was holding a lead 
over Communist challenger 
Gennady Zyuganov, with voter 
turnout three to four points 
lower than in the first round of 
balloting June 16. 

But Yeltsin, who has not 
been seen in public since last 
week after a very visible cross¬ 
country campaign, avoided the 
assembled reporters waiting for 
him in Moscow, instead cast¬ 
ing his vote at a small village 
near his country home ql Bar- 
vikha. just outside the capital. 

Zyuganov, who cast his bal¬ 
lot in Moscow, again called for 


a complete physical exam¬ 
ination of the president, 
and complained that Yelt¬ 
sin's canceling of appear¬ 
ances in the final days of 
the campaign was a sign 
that he was too frail to lead 
the country'. 

The government has 
insisted that Yeltsin suf¬ 
fered from a "light cold" 
that gave him laryngitis, 
forcing the cancellations, 
but sources close to the 
campaign sais that Yeltsin 
suffered an attack of 
angina pectoris, a painful 
reduction of blood flow to 
the heart. 

Yeltsin’s aides vigor¬ 
ously denied that the presi- Y* 
dent was ill, however, and 
Russian television aired a 
clip of Yeltsin voting Wednes¬ 
day morning. In the clip, Yelt¬ 
sin spoke clearly, urging Rus¬ 
sians to vote, although he 



Yeltsin 


appeared to move stiffly. 

Yeltsin has been hospitalized 
twice in the past year by heart 
problems. ■ 


Levy threatens to quit Netanyahu 
cabinet if Sharon is not appointed 
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with drama and dance In our 
outreach programs. The gallery 
has an assistant director for 
music and its own orchestra. 

"1 have always been 
involved in all those things," 
Brown said. "But now 1 feel 
that I am really doing what I 
told John Walker I wanted to 
do. Ovation is bringing all the 
arts right into people's living 
rooms.” 

"Rings,” on the other hand. 


brings art to a city overrun with 
sports Ians. The $3.2 million 
exhibition presents a multicul¬ 
tural array of works in .sections 
devoted to five emotions— 
love, anguish, awe. triumph 
and joy. It also has a sound¬ 
track. with "selections of world 
music that reinforce the emo¬ 
tions of each of the rings,” 
Brown said. 

Ranging from pre- 
Columbian ceramics to a video 


installation by contemporary 
artist Bill Viola, the artworks 
include such landmarks as 
Auguste Rodin’s marble sculp¬ 
ture "The Kiss” and Edvard 
Munch’s painting "The 
Scream." 

On loan from Los Angeles 
are two items from the County 
Museum of An, Pablo 
Picasso's "Study for Guernica 

Continued on page 2 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)—Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy threat¬ 
ened Wednesday to quit the 
three-week-old government 
unless a cabinet post was 
found for former Defense Min¬ 
ister Ariel Sharon by early next 
week. 

He made his threat while 
speaking to members of new 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's coalition adding 
that he will vacate his position 
before the Israeli leader's trip 
to Washington Monday. 

Levy’s surprising statements 
made in public rather than 
behind closed doors clearly 
embarrassed Netanyahu. "I 
don'i conduct negotiations, 
certainly not on such sensitive 



issues, foreign minister sir, in 
the presence of television cam¬ 
eras," Netanyahu was quoted 
as replying angrily. 


Levy. Sharon’s ally in 
Likud, had threatened not to 
join the government but 
relented when Netanyahu 
promised to form a new Infra¬ 
structure Ministry from parts 
of existing ministries. TTiose 
efforts have stalled as cabinet 
ministers have been unwilling 
to part with the duties that 
would make up a new portfolio 
for Sharon. 

Sharon, ex-general from 
Netanyahu's Likud party who 
led Israel into its most unpopu¬ 
lar war and hauled the United 
Slates over Jewish settlements 
in the past, found himself with¬ 
out a portfolio when Netan¬ 
yahu's cabinet was sworn in 
last month. 

Continued on page2 
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A/z unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 





Dr Moasher 


Moasher meets 
press 

■ Welcome back Dr Moasher. 
Your weekly meeting with the 
press 
was 
sorely 
missed. 

We 
know 
that you 
had 
more 
pressing 
engagem 
cnts in 
the post 
couple 

of weeks. This week's meet¬ 
ing with local and Arab jour¬ 
nalists was full of interesting 
issues. The Minister of Infor¬ 
mation talked as expected 
about the success of the Arab 
summit that was recently held 
in Cairo. Jordan's position 
with regard to Jerusalem, the 
Jordan-American recent mili¬ 
tary maneuvers that are held in 
Azmq. foreign labor, and the 
press law. Contrary to reports 
made in the press. Dr Moasher 
said the government has no 
intention of carrying out joint 


military maneuvers with either 
Israel or Turkey. On a ques¬ 
tion that relates to the recent 
killings of three Israeli sol¬ 
diers. Dr Moasher said that 
there is no evidence that the 
group had crossed the Jordan 
River into the West Bank. He 
stressed that those people were 
inside the West Bank when 
they carried out the attack. 

Israelis come to 
Jordan in droves 

■ Tourism is becoming a 
booming market in Jordan, well 
at least for the Israelis. The Jor¬ 
dan-! sraeli peace treaty of 
October 1994 meant all sys¬ 
tems go. Jordan's ambassador 
in Tel Aviv. Mr Omar Rifai 
said his embassy issued over 
120,000 visas to Israeli tourists 
in 1995. The number of Israeli 
tourists visiting Jordan is 10 
times as much as Jordanian 
tourists visiting Israel. And the 
flow is still continuing. The 
ambassador says that about 
10.000 Israeli tourists visit Jor¬ 
dan every month. Israelis made 
up 12 percent of the one mil¬ 
lion tourists that visited Jordan 
in 1995. However, it is sug- 


A romp in the 
Ministry of Interior 

■ A very disturbing piece of news appeared in Al Taqrir 
weekly. It suggests that the government accepted up to $70 
million dollars for the 1993 Lower House election campaign. 
Employees of the Ministry of Interior were promised that they 
would receive a large bonus if they worked during the cam¬ 
paign. However, the weekly pointed out that the employees 
received meager amounts and recently have decided to blow 
the lid wide open. The employees have started sending letters 
to deputies whom it is hoped would be sent to the Prime Min¬ 
ister, Abdel Karim Al Kabariti. The employees are angry. A 
number of employees, the paper said, worked for five months 
prior to the election and all they received was JD 39. In addi¬ 
tion to that, some employees worked for a 20-day period and 
some were on electoral committees but all they received was 
JD 43. some even got as low as JD 26. The workers protested 
to the heads of the electoral constituencies but the reply they 
received was "that this was for a national cause.” Al Taqrir 
stresses that the $70 million could not be verified. 


gested that Israelis make very 
bad tourists. With their sand¬ 
wiches. so to speak, they enter 
the country from the crossing 
points in the north, go down to 
Aqaba and quietly slip back 
into Eilat where they spend the 
rest of their holidays. As far as 
Jordanians are concerned. Mr 
Rifai said that only 11.000 Jor¬ 
danians visited Israel since the 
peace treaty was signed. But 
this figure is likely to shoot up 
in time as the growing queue 
outside the Israeli embassy in 
Amman confirms. But these 
people are not really looking 
for holidays but for 
employment. 

IAF deputies warn 
government over 
bread 

■ The Islamic Action Front 
<IAF) deputies of «he Lower 
House of parliament v-amed 
the government not to increase 
the price of bread. In a state¬ 
ment released on Saturday, the 
deputies considered the issue of 
bread a red line which the gov¬ 
ernment must not overstep. 

They called on the govern¬ 
ment to find other alternatives 
for lifting the subsidies on 
bread such as reducing the 
number of travels by cabinet 
members, and putting an end to 
the excessive spending by the 
government. The deputies 
asked the government to crack 
down on people who are 
involved in corruption. The 
statement pointed out that peo¬ 
ple are suffering under a deteri¬ 
orating economic situation in 
the country. 

Newspapers for the 
taking 

■ It’s newspaper galore this 
week. What's known for sure 
is that every now and then 
somebody plucks up courage 
and decides to take the plunge 
and issue a new low budget 
and low fat newspaper. As if 
we don't have enough, a new 
Arabic weekly newspaper will 


Levy threatens to quit Netanyahu 
cabinet if Sharon is not appointed 


Continued from page 1 

He had wanted to be 
finance minister or defense 
minister. But he has not 
always been on the best of 
terms with Netanyahu. When 
in 1994 Sharon launched a 
brief run for prime minister. 
Netanyahu called him “a per¬ 
manent subversive." 

Sharon has had little ro say 
about the affair—except that 
he would welcome the chance 
to head a specially created 
Ministry of Infrastructure. 

He was instrumental in get¬ 
ting Netanyahu elected by per¬ 
suading Levy to forge an alli¬ 
ance with the Likud leader 
rather than run against him for 
prime minister. 

Meanwhile. Netanyahu 
appeared to distance his gov¬ 
ernment from the idea of sep¬ 
aration, a notion which was 
embraced by the Labor gov¬ 
ernment and which has been 


promoted by his own Internal 
Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani, The Jerusalem Post 
reported Wednesday. 

When asked pointedly at a 
session with the Foreign Press 
Association whether he 
wanted to continue the policy 
of building fences between 
Israel and the territories, 
Netanyahu replied: "We are 
not committed to that line of 
thinking. 1 would like to envi¬ 
sion. tn a future settlement, an 
open arrangement that these 
are not sealed entities that do 
not live and breathe and inter¬ 
act with each other. ! think 
this is not the prescription for 
peace that l would like to see." 

Netanyahu emphasized Pal¬ 
estinian economic progress os 
the key. saying he believes 
this could come about best 
through open areas. "1 think 
the economic component to 
peace could be very beneficial 


and stabilizing and good from 
a human point of view. 1 
would like, as far as possible, 
to express that arrangement in 
the policies of openness 
between the Palestinian auton¬ 
omy and Israel." the newspa¬ 
per quoted the Israeli leader. 

The notion of separation 
was strongly favored by the 
late prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, and supported in a 
report that emerged from an 
interministerial panel chaired 
by then-internal security min¬ 
ister Moshe Shahal. 

The idea, however, was 
opposed by former prime min¬ 
ister Shimon Peres, ostensibly 
on the same economic grounds 
put forward by Netanyahu. 

However. Peres changed hi» 
mind and announced his sup¬ 
port for separation after the 
spate of four suicide bombings 
earlier this vear. ■ 
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Jordan Investment Corporation (JIC) and Jordan Export Development and 
Commercial Centers Corporation are planning to establish (set-up) a Jordanian 
fair under the name “Jordan International Fair." 

The main objective for establishing this Fair is to provide facilities to 
accommodate local, regional and international exhibition that take place in 
Jordan. In addition facilities would be provided for delivering lectures, 
conducting meetings... etc. 

The site for the Fair has been chosen 10 km South-"West of Amman, dose in the ; 
highway leading to Queen Alia International Airport. The 230,000 m2 site is 
already provided with the required infrastructure (water, electricity, roads, and | 
telephone lines'). 

It is proposed that the Fair facilities would include the following: 

* Exhibition Halls. 

* Meeting Rooms. 

* Storage Rooms. 

* Fast Food Restaurants. 

* Rest Rooms. 

* Car Parking. 

This project is based on a Build, Own and Operate or Build, own and transfer 
approach. 

As such, companies with experience in setting-up, holding and operating similar 
ventures are cordially invited to submit their expressions of interest, along with a 
profile of the company's experience in similar projects, not later than 30 July 1995 to: 

E::g. 31. Bataynek 
Director Genera! 

Jordan -"/?vesitneni Corporation 
p. Jj, c.'£'X SJ 7 *v 
A iKcsi -J c rdc si 
Fez .V.v. 962 5 Si6915 


soon be on the newsstands. 
Called Shu t Al Arab, it will be 
published by Al Khob.iraa' A! 
Arab Co., and the chief editor 
is Ali Othicbai. who comes 
from Stilt'/ Al Miir n weekly. 
Contrary to its serious name. 
Sawi Al Arab will also deal in 
social affairs. Since we haic 
not seen it yet. we can't tell 
whether it will follow the sen¬ 
sationalist trend or not. But 
apparently, this is not enough. 
The Council of Ministers has 
also agreed to gram a license 
to another weekly titled Al 
Daboor. Its chief editor is 
Mousa Hawjnideh. the effer¬ 
vescent journalist in Ad Dus- 
tour. Shortly before that, 
another weekly appeared 
called Al Taqrir. Its chief edi¬ 
tor is Maher Abu Tcyr The 
quest for intcliectualism does 
not seem to end. The Jorda¬ 
nian market L saturated with 
weeklies. Just who reads them 
is anybody’s guess. 

JPA to hold election 
Friday 

■ It's all set to go. The date 
for accepting nominations to 
the elec¬ 
tions for 
Jordan's 
Press 
As social 
ion is 
now 
closed. 

Journal)' 
sts from 
all over 
the 

country 
will con¬ 
gregate this Friday. 5 July to 
elect a new president lor the 
JPA along with a new council. 
Five candidates are standing 
for the president. They are 
Seif At Sharif. Salah AI 
Shboul. Faisal Al Shboul. 
Bassem Sakejha and Khulid 
Mahadin. About IS candidates 
will be standing for the nine- 
man council. These include 
three seats for the owners of 




Obeidat calls for new movement 


■ Despite rhe lack of enthusiasm about political par¬ 
ties. Mr Ahmed Obeidat is well on the way to form a 
new political movement. According to Al Majd. the 
National Jordanian Front is a loose coalition designed 
to coordinate between political parties, trade unions and 
different political and cultural societies. 

His idea is not a new one. The former Prime Minister 
and ex-Senator in the Upper House of Parliament says 
that meetings with over 90 leading personalities have 
been taking place about the formation nf such a front 
for the last year. 

He sitid the front reflects the views of those who 
believe in the Independence of Jordan, and in its 
national will, and iis Arab and Islamic character, taking 
into account that it's part and parcel of the Arab nation. 
The front objectives in this respect is to guard against 
Arab divisions and to act a* n vanguard against Israeli 
hegemony, which is calling for a new Middle East 
order, away ftom Arab political, economic and cultural 
institutions. 



Obeidat 


newspapers, three lor editors 
jnd the last three for the Petra 
news agency. 

The Sow-income gets 
a hearing 

■ At last, the Ministry of 
Social Development seems to 
have cash to spare (1 is now 
prepared to finance small scale 
projects trial include handi¬ 
crafts for those with limited 
income. It has issued specific 
directives to its offices 
throughout the country to 
accept applications for projects 
from ordinary citizens. The 
Minister of Social Develop¬ 
ment. Mr Hamad Abu Jamoos 
said the purpose of this is 10 
combat poverty and 
unemployment. 


Korea’s products on display 


■ The Korean Products 
Show '96 will start on Mon¬ 
day S July. Organized by the 
Korea Trade Center, in coor¬ 
dination with the Universal 
Expo Center, it is held under 
the patronage of the Ambas¬ 
sador of the Republic of 
Korea in Amman, Mr Jung 11 
Oh. The show, which is held 
at the Universal Expo Center 
on university Road, will last 
tiii 14 July. 

On display will be the lat¬ 
est products produced by 
Korean industry. These 
include some of the hi-tech 
equipments that the country 
is making. 
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Bringing high art to Olympic masses 


Continued from page 2 

f Mother With Dead Child i and 
an Indian figure. "Siva js Lord 
of the Dance fNtuaraja)." The 
J. Paul Getty Museum has con¬ 
tributed a Greek vessel. 
"Panaihenaic Prize Amphora." 
and a Cycladic sculpture. 
"Sealed Vlale Figure With 
Harp.” 

The show has been criticized 
for being politically correct, 
mixing major and minor art¬ 
works. organizing art according 
to emotions r.nd transporting 
fragile treasures to a public 
spectacle. But "Rim:*" also has 
defenders. 

Robert Rosenhlum. a profes¬ 
sor at New York University's 
Institute of Fine Arts, said he 
discovered “a whole new hjg 
of tricks and surprising 
sequences" when he lectured 
on the exhibition at the High 
Museum in April. ”1 don't want 
to live in this world of five 
emotions forever.” he said. But 
considering rhe artworks in a 
new context was refresh) mi. he 


said. 

"Although I really can't 
speak about the show'without 
seeing it. the tabic of contents 
is staggering in terms of the 
intcmaiionaf grandeur and 
quality of the objects. Rosen- 
Num said. "Carter is probably 
the only person with the power 
to puli this off. 1 can't think of 
any »»l her ex-director or now- 
dircctor who has the cachet to 
have gotten these loans. It 
seems like a once-rn-a-ecmury 
opportunity to put together— 
«»n a s'ightly shaky premise— 
all these masterpieces, and i 
don’t see why not. 

”1 suspect a lor nf people 
will be very grumpy about it. k 
seems like a show without a 
point—we've been colling it 
Carter's live-ring circus-^but 
it does have a point. It's not 
oticn that we can sec all these 
major artworks together." 
Rosenhlum said. 

Brown has heard ail the 
complaints. "The show is 
going to stretch people," he 
said. "You really have to put 
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behind you all your knee-jerk 
preconceptions about what an 
art exhibition is up lo. So many 
of them are driven by bringing 
together things that are as 
nearly alike as possible to 
study Ihem and show the 
differences. 

'This purposely goes ISO 
degrees the other way. h com¬ 
bines stuff that’s as disparate 
as possible to see if the emo¬ 
tions they were chosen to 
evoke can bring a unity out of 
all this diversity. So. it's high 
risk, but 1 think the reward is 
commensurate because a lot of 
people haven't really remem¬ 
bered why this stuff was 
created in the first place." 

If Brown's personal wishes 
come true, the exhibition will 
not only be viewed as a 
watershed, it will have a sec¬ 
ond life as a program on Ova¬ 
tion. If so. “Rings” will join a 
repertoire that includes "Mod¬ 
em Painters." a Santa Fe Opera 
production based on the life of 
Victorian art critic and social 
reformer John Ruskin. and 
"Distant Echoes: Yo-Yo Ma 
and the Kalahari Bushmen,” a 
documentary of the celebrated 
cellist's exploration of South 
African music. 

"All the arts, all the time" is 
how Brown describes the new 
network. The brainchild of 
Harold E. Morse, who founded 


the Learning Channel in 1980. 
Ovation was launched on 12 
April as the only television net¬ 
work dedicated exclusively la 
the visual and performing arts. 
Brown joined Morse as a co¬ 
founder of Ovation in 1992 

A shortage of available cable 
channels has severely limited 
Ovation’s distribution, but the 
network is positioned lo reach 
a broader audience when new 
technology is available. Brown 
says. The first break is 
expected in about a year. 

"There are these set-top 
boxes being manufactured now 
that will digitize the signal and 
allow digiial compression." 
said Brown, "which basically 
gives you eight channels for 
every channel you get now." 

Despite reports on the gray¬ 
ing of the ans audience, he 
contends that more Americans 
attend art events than sport 
events. ‘The market is there. 
Study alter study shows this. 
Polls that talk to parents about 
what they want their kids 
exposed lo gel an almost uni¬ 
versal response—96 percent or 
something—that they want 
them exposed to the arts and 
humanities. So far. they are not 
getting a lot of it. but the dream 
of Ovation is to be there for the 
channcl-surfers." he said. ■ 


3 Flights a week 


welcome on board 



Austrian Airlines 
Shmeisani, Opposite 
Commodore Hotel 
Tel: 694604,693845,660449 


G. S. A: 

Petra Travel 
& Tourism 
Tefc 700754,613670 


Arrival 

Departure 

Flight days 

Destination 

19:05 

15:50 

Sal. Moo. Wed 

Amman - Vienna 

15:00 

10:10 

SaU Mao. Wed 

Vienna - Amman 


To enjoy our 
grand Business Class 
On Longhaul Routes from 
Vienna to Almaty, 

New York, Washington D.C., 
Chicago, Johannesburg, 
Beijing and Tokyo 


Austrian airlines > 


Government 
takes bold 
steps 

Continued from page 1 
Sobar says that there is con¬ 
siderable waste in bread 
consumption in Jordan val¬ 
ued al 35 percent of total 
food imports. 

He said Jordan's imports 
of wheat reach 680.000 
tons annually, compared to 
only 400,000 tons imported 
by Lebanon. He estimated 
the size of waste at 280.000 
tons of imported wheat, as 
the consumption of the Jor¬ 
danian individual rises to 
115 kilograms of bread per 
year. 

The National Society for 
Consumer Protection esti¬ 
mates the waste in bread 
consumption at 20 percent 
as citizens buy more than 
their actual needs. 

The government said 
there is need to take up 
bold procedures in spite of 
people's protest. Mr Sobar 
said that a working group 
had already started a study 
to adopt a suitable resolu¬ 
tion. initially, the govern¬ 
ment plans to raise bread 
prices to their cost level, as 
well as compensate citizens 
who are provided with cou¬ 
pons. Those eligible for 
subsidy will receive JD 15 
per family member in cash 
or coupons. 

Mr Sobar added that the 
government may also con¬ 
sider raising the price of 
bread to 150 fils per kilo, 
without compensating 
citizens. 

A final government deci¬ 
sion is expected to be made 
by mid-July. 

. Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti assured citi¬ 
zens that the government is 
studying a!) options to pro¬ 
vide subsidy for those who 
need it. 

Further regulations cov¬ 
ering tourists, immigrants 
and poultry farmers, who 
form n big burden on the 
country's budget estimated 
al 30 percent of total bread 
subsidy, arc expected. Mr 
Kabariti disclosed. 

Bui government justifica¬ 
tions for the 300 percent 
hike in bread prices has 
been rejected by the public. 
Members of the-^ Islamic 
Action Front issued a state¬ 
ment expressing their oppo¬ 
sition to the government's 
plan. In their memo, the 
Islamist deputies said "we 
don’t believe the solution is 
to increase bread prices, the 
government has to look for 
another way to fill the 
gaps." They added that the 
government plan crosses the 
red line, and suggested other 
ways to reduce burden on the 
state treasury such as putting 
an end to whaL they called 
extravagance or excessive 
expenditure by the govern¬ 
ment and fight against finan¬ 
cial and administrative 
corruption. 

"This government can 
provide subsidy lo its benefi¬ 
ciaries in other forms by 
increasing income lax on cit¬ 
izens with high incomes and 
imposing fees on tourists and 
foreign laborers to cover the 
cost of subsidized bread." the 
Islamic deputies maintained. 

The deputies added that 
the government can put strict 
punishment against those 
who use subsidized bread as 
fodder. 

They also warned against 
using the coupon system, 
claiming that the system had 
foiled in earlier experiences. 

The National Society for 
Consumer Protection also 
rejected government plans, 
considering tampering with 
the price of bread as a red 
line that must not be crossed. 

It issued a declaration saying 
that this is playing with fire 
and called popular federa¬ 
tions to protest this step 
because it leads to new and 
great increase in the cost of 
living. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Supply has recently 
allowed the private sector to 
import basic foodstuff arti¬ 
cles. the importation of 
which was restricted to the 
ministry. 

By the beginning of 1998. 
the ministry hopes to float 
prices of all foodstuffs leav¬ 
ing it to the private sector to 
buy and market till goods 
including wheat, sugar, rice 
and milk. 

Parliament, which is pre¬ 
paring for an extraordinary 
session, will have an opinion 
on this issue, but some depu¬ 
ties will be under pressure to 
back the government since 
general elections are due in 
the first half of next year. ■ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


American.30.whire.BA B, 
degree, invites ail Jordanians to ; 
correspond for cultural 
exchange/friendship. 

Send letters to: Stanley Sulli¬ 
van 2711 Allen Road. #H-IJ 
Tallahassee, Florida. 3231- 
(USA) 
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Kabariti 


A matter of life and bread 

■ The cat is oui of rlie hag. or is ii7 The government has 
reached the crossroad that every prime minister in a develop¬ 
ing country fears the most; lifting subsidies on basic food¬ 
stuffs especially bread. 

- The challenge has been turned down by every prime min¬ 
ister in the last decade. Will Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti be any different? Will he dare end bread subsidies 
and face public outrage? Such a decision, which the govern¬ 
ment appears to be contemplating, is never a popular one. 
Bread riots are not uncommon in the Arab world's poorer 
countries such as Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia and Morocco. 
Many governments hud lived to regret taking such a decision 
and many did not live long soon after. 

The issue is a 
political bomb¬ 
shell and parties, 
unions and consu¬ 
mer organizations 
nircly miss the op- 
purtunity to use 
the occasion us a 
lynching party for 
the government in 
charge. 

In the barrage 
of public state¬ 
ments on the is¬ 
sue. one is bound 
to feel. sympathy 
for the low- 
income people 
who will be most 
affected by the 
hike in bread pric- 
.es. Many doubt 
that government 
measures to cushion 
low-income Jorda¬ 
nians against such an increase will ever«work and point to 
previous experiences. 

Mr Kabariti’s timing could not have been worse. It is no 
secret thatthereconomy has not been at its best for sometime 
and 1996 is .facing described by business people as u reces¬ 
sion year. Incomes have not been increasing and the cost of 
living is still on the rise affecting people across the board. 
The government is under obligation to terminate all subsi- 
-dies as part of the economic adjustment program. The IMF’s 
bitter medicine has been administrated lor more than six 
..years now. but Jordanians are vet to sec the fruits of the 
shock treatment. 

One question to ask is can one separate the economic jus¬ 
tifications for lifting subsidies on essential stuff from the po¬ 
litical scoreboard. Mr Kabariti must realize that if he decides 
to end subsidies he will be gambling away any reserve of 
popularity that his government may still have. 

And if public reaction gets out of control. God forhid. he 
might have to step down in disgrace. There are precedents 
and the most recent one is when Prime Minister Zaid RiJ'ai’s 
government miscalculated the effects of its decision to hike 
the. price of fuel oil in April 1989 which spurred riots in 
Ma'an and elsewhere. That was the end of the Rifai govern¬ 
ment. 

'But something good came out of that incident jficr all. 
The riots and the ousting of Mr Rifai paved the way for a 
comprehensive political reform culminating in the holding 
of general parliamentary elections in November of that year. 
At the time, political observers made fun of the fad that Jor¬ 
danians wanted bread but were given democracy instead. 

Bui today, the circumstances have chanced. In more than 
one way. Jordanians are under pressure. Incomes in real 
terms are dwindling while the cost of living is still on its 
way up, unemployment is still a serious problem especially 
among the young—some Jordanians have not worked for a 
Jiving for more than five years. We hear and echo com¬ 
plaints, but we don’t sec any riots. 

Could a rise in the-price of bread he the straw that breaks 
the camel’s back? Very likely. No matter how strong the 
government's justifications are. the timing of the decision i.-* 
wrong. And no matter what measures the government adopts 
to lessen the effects of price rises on the underprivileged, the 
political shrapnel of this bombshell will fly in all directions. 

We'hope Mr Kabariii's advisors will sec beyond their nos¬ 
es and calculators and advise against toying with the price ol 
bread at this time. It's already a hoi summer and people's ca¬ 
pacity to be tolerant in such a heat is likely to be a >hon cir¬ 
cuit. - 



# Prime Minister Kabariti meets Mahmnod Abbas, member of the executive committee and head of the negotiations 
deppartment in the PLO at the Prime Ministry, Tuesday. Mr Abbas is making preliminary preparations for Mr Ara¬ 
fat’s visit to Jordan that is due to start this Saturday. Mr Arafat will meet His Majesty King Hussein and other top Jor¬ 
danian officials. 


Netanyahu, tough man of Likud 

‘We would designate security 
and settlement zones alongside 
the autonomous areas’ 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Last 
week, newly elected Israeli 
Prime Minister Renyamln 
Netanyahu put on a hard-line 
display during a news confer¬ 
ence with US Secretary' of 
State Warren Christopher, 
renewing concern about the 
future of the Arab-lsrael 
peace process. But a few days 
before his talks with Christo¬ 
pher, Netanyahu showed 
more flexibility in an inter¬ 
view with Washington Post 
columnist Laity Weymouth, 
who was on assignment for 
Newsweek. Smoking a cigar 
in the prime minister's office 
only recently vacated by" 
Shimon Peres, Netanyahu 
-appeared relaxed and com¬ 
fortable. “I told you Pd get 
here,” he told WeymoutH. 
Excerpts of the interview 
follow: 

Officials in Washington 
are wondering if your dee- 
don spells the end of the 
peace process. 

They said that al the time of- 
(the election of Prime Minister) 
Mcnachem Begin in 1977. It 
turned out differently. They are 
saying this about me today, and 
things will likely turn out dif¬ 
ferently. But that really 
depends on Lhc other side 
understanding that this govern¬ 
ment is serious about keeping 
its commitments and being 
serious about security—which 
is the foundation of any genu¬ 
ine movement toward peace. 
You can’t decouple peace from 
security... If the accompani¬ 
ment of so-called peace 
involves continuing flare-ups. 
bus bombings, violence and 
terrorism, this is not peace. 

Do you think Ibe deal with 
the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization is irreversible? 

What 1 s.aid is that govern¬ 
ments keep commitments and 
we expect the same from the 
other parties, foremost from 
the Palestinians. So far. what 
we have agreed upon arc Oslo 1 
and Oslo II tagreements 
worked out in talks in Oslo), 
and wc arc prepared to nego¬ 
tiate further, including a final 
settlement wiih the Palestinian 
Authority—providing it keeps 
its oblicaiions. 



v Will you meet with PLO 
President Yassir Arafat- 
when and where? 

First of all. wc already have 
had contacts. . . . One "of the 
first contacts l asked to have 
made right after the results of 
the election were made known. 
It was a phone call from Dorc 
Gold (his political adviser) to 
Arafat’s deputy. Abu Mazin 
(Mahmoud Abbas). 

That was not an accident. It 
was made to convey to the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority and its lead¬ 
ership /hat we arc not breaking 
channels and intend to pursue a 
dialogue. - Since then, there 
have been other contacts and 
those will undoubtedly grow 
with frequency. 

But do you plan to involve 
yourself? 

I’ve said if I deem it impor¬ 
tant liv Israel's security and 
interests that I will meet w'ith 
Arafat. I will not rule it out. 

1 heard that you were 
impressed hy the results of 
the cooperation between the 
security forces—the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority force and that 
of Israel. 

What is clear from the expe¬ 
rience of the' Iasi few months— 
since the spate of bombings in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv—is 
that the Palestinian Authority 
has the clear ability to control 
terrorism and to prevent attacks 
against Israel. This is what we 
e\pccl them to do —10 dis¬ 
charge their obligations. Wc 
reserve, of course, the right to 


act in our own self-defense, at 
any time, as the need arises. 

What's going to he your 
policy on settlements? 

I’ve said that we would des¬ 
ignate security and settlement 
/.ones alongside the autono¬ 
mous areas. We. of course, 
will build in those areas.... 
Remember that what exists 
now- are living communities; 
They have families there, they 
have children, they have com¬ 
munity centers, they have 
schools, they have the where¬ 
withal id suburban communi¬ 
ties—some of them are even 
becoming urban communities 
which have a natural pattern or 
growth and development. That 
is surely something that should 
continue naturally, just us the 
Arab villages and towns 
should continue their growth, 
unabated. 

What’s your position in 
regard to redeployment in 
Hebron ton the West Bank]? 

It’s a very complicated issue 
because Hebron, unlike the six 
other cities in the territories, is 
a mixed city, and the iask of 
defending the Jewish popula¬ 
tion (here is quite immense... 

My view is that wc should 
have continuous territorial 
continuity from the Jewish 
presence inside Hebron to Kir- 
yat Arba fa Jewish settlement 
outside ihe city), which 
touches on the city from the 
cast. Bui the precise pattern ol 
security arrangements has to 
be worked out and examined, 
and we're look ins into that 


right now. It is not an easy 
task. 

The overwhelming pan of 
the city would remain under 
Arab administration—it would 
come under the administrau'on 
of the Palestinian Authority. 

How can you make peace 
with Syria if youYe not will¬ 
ing to t trade land? 

Our view is that the only 
reason we’ve had non¬ 
belligerency with Syria is 
because we have- had defen¬ 
sive positions on the Golan 
Heights. When the Syrians 
were on the Golan Heights, we 
didn’t have peace. We had 
war. In ‘48 they had the Golan 
Heights as well as in *67. fr 
was only when the option for 
war became more difficiilP- 
when Israel assumed a com¬ 
manding position on the Golan 
Heights—that this produced 
tranquility on that from- 

We need to build confi¬ 
dence between (Israel and 
Syria), we need to develop 
trust, and 1 have a number of 
ideas how to do that with the 
Syrians which I'll explore in 
the coming months. 

Are you interested in 
achieving peace with Syria? 

I’m interested in getting a 
Syrian-Israeli peace, but not 
on lhc terms of our withdrawal 
from the Golan, which i think 
would produce a shon-term 
celebration but a long-term 
danger to our ability to defend 
the north of the country. 

Do you think that Presi¬ 
dent Assad of Syria will be 
interested in peace on these 
terms? 

If for domestic or other rea¬ 
sons there's no readiness on 
the Syrian side for full normal¬ 
ization between Syria and 
Israel—something all Israeli 
governments want—then we 
have to look at other possibili¬ 
ties. I believe that there are 
areas that should be 
explored—if there's a willing¬ 
ness to engage in discreet 
dialogue. 

Arc you talking about 
establishing a direct Israeli- 
Svrian dialogue? 

Yes. a direct dialogue. ■ 


Phobia in Tawjihi ends 

wait of results 
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' Omar AJ Haj Eid 

Special to The Star 

'THANK GOODNESS, it's all 
over.” you could hear pupils 
fullering as they finish their 
Ttnyjihi exams earlier this 
week. Sitting lor the Tawjihi is 
a nerve-racking experience tor 
many students, h is a critical 
! period and many regard il as a 
*»jnwke or break time since it is a 
. ’^tbjor factor for deciding which 
^career , to.- pursue, and which 
university or college is availa¬ 
ble. The Tawjihi will either 
p- open doors for many or close 
them. Moreover, the exams are 
a major wony for the parems of 
.siudenis.. 

. "ft was a frightening experi¬ 
ence.” Sami Ajoury. a student 
•at the Swelieh Secondary Boys 
School, told The Star. ”As I re- 
. ceived the paper and began to 
answer the questions, I became 


more relaxed,” he added. He 
thought that the first part of the 
exam was a little bit difficult, 
but on the whole Sami thought 
he did well. 

Another student in the same 
school had a different reaction. 
He entered the exam hall feel¬ 
ing full of confidence. ”1 stud¬ 
ied well lor the exam and 
wasn't at all frightened’' he 
added. 

Pupils felt boyeni in other ar- 
eas. Manal Abd’aliah of lhc Al 
Qusour Secondary Girls 
School, said that lhc exam was 
definite, clear and comprehen¬ 
sive. Despite this, she did say 
that she was a worried 
about the outcome. 

Parents on the other hand 
.sometime play a crucial role in 
increasinc students worry and 
discomfort. Questions and 
comments such as how did you 
do in the exam, what about the 


second exam, keep on studying. 
These actually create what is 
seen as the 'phobia ol exam. 

The educational psycholo¬ 
gist. Ziad Abu Dub*a at Swei- 
fch Boy School said that being 
anxious during exams natural. 
He said parents worry about- 
their sons and daughters' future 
and students led anxious be¬ 
cause of the fear of low marks 
and the ridicule that might 
create among ihcir peers. 

Quoting a psychological the¬ 
ory. Abu Dub'a said that anx¬ 
iousness or worry may be posi¬ 
tive. For example, if there is 
worry, students will work hard¬ 
er and that leads 10 success. 
Lack of worry would lead to 
carelessness and may lead to 
failure. But this worry 
shouldn't he turned into phobia 
or the state of being not able to 
sit for the exam, continued Abu 
Dub'u.H 
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TRY RJ CITY TERMINAL AND BEAT 
AIRPORT TENSION 

Let us help you avoid the airport crunch! Just swing over to 
Royal Jordanian new 7th Circle City Terminal open from 7:30 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and check your baggage, get your board¬ 
ing pass, pay your departure fee and let us drive you to the air¬ 
port. There you'll be whisked through a special gate directly to 
immigration then off to your departure gate waiting area. It’s a 
breeze with City Terminal .This service is available for pas¬ 
sengers on all RJ flights, except departures to Beirut and 
Moscow, in which case baggage must be checked in one day 
ahead of the scheduled departure date. For further informa¬ 
tion, call one of our friendly Royal Jordanian representatives 
at: 856855, or 856865. 

HAPPY FLYING ON RJ 
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Claudia At Shamali 


Claudia makes the beat with social conse¬ 

quences 

My fingers have long been itching to write about some¬ 
thing exciting. No. it is not the prices of' bread that have 
dominated the news fur the Iasi couple of weeks, but would 
you believe it. it is the current Al Fuheis Art festival. 

In an attempt to be one up on the Jcrash festival that is 
due to stun towards the end of this month, the organizers in 
Al Fuheis 
have sought 
to go all the 
way by intro¬ 
ducing" what 
they say as 
the best in 
Arabic music. 

However. 
what the man¬ 
agement did 
not bargain 
for was the 
organization 
of the events. 

To put it 
mildly. it 
prosed the 
pits. Claudia 
Al Shaniali's 
concert l.tsi 

Monday, was the ultimate in disorganization with police on 
stand by waitinu to bounce on the many spectators that tried 
to force their way 111 Men. women, young and old were all 
waiting Jt the gates wishing 10 catch a glimpse of that radi¬ 
ant Lehane.se singer. 

People were falling on top of each other At one point, a 
woman carrying a child fell backwards. But did she want to 
leave a 1 ’ierwards. iu<. Clutching her husband, she said “wait 
let's stay." It was only alter much pleading that il is danger¬ 
ous to slay that she relented. But it was near riot, because of 
the crowd that was assembled in a close area. With pushing 
and shoving, the people swerved lonh with police try ing to 
contain them. The police did not either bargain for such a 
large crowd and were limited in number. And all th.u was at 
the gate helorc the concert started, would you believe! 

As Claudia made her debut, the packed hall went into a 
trenzy. But this is not an audience that could he controlled. 
Somebody said it was like a foot ha II match, with people 
shouting and cheering. In tact they were rioting. At one 
point, the electricity pole was shaking. If it I'cH down, it 
would have injured many people. But did they control them¬ 
selves. no. In the end. the organizers had tu stop the concert 
half an hour before schedule. 

Is there a moral to this tale. 1 might ask' With the festi¬ 
val’s season starting in earnest this month, are wc likely to 
see more scenes like this. well, maybe. What is for sure is 
that this is a new social phenomena in Jordan, that is likely 
to Slav with us for a lone lime. 
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Land for peace is a base for peace 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s recent statement that the land- 
for-peace formula could not be a basis for peace in the Middle East undermines 
hopes that the new Israeli government will honor commitments made by its prede¬ 
cessors and that it will move forward towards a comprehensive solution to the Arab- 
Israeif conflict. 

Mr Netanyahu's position was made few days after leaders of the world's industri¬ 
alized nations, meeting in France, reaffirmed the principle of land for peace in their 
summit statement. The Arab leaders meeting in Cairo a week before also made it 
dear that the formula, which Israel accepted in Madrid, was still the cornerstone for 
peace in the region. 

The G-7 summit position must not be taken-lightly by Israel. Mr Netanyahu risks 
isolating Israel if he chooses to squander an opportunity to make peace with the 
Arab world and guarantee Israel's security. 

But since his election, Mr Netanyahu has been repeating his objection to the prin¬ 
ciple of trading land with Israel’s neighbors. He says that Israel has akeady given 
away too much and that it will be compromising its security if it gives any more es-‘ 
pecially when it comes to the Golan. 

Mr Netanyahu's gamble will not work. Because his peace for peace proposal 
serves only Israel's interest and leaves other parties out. Mr Netanyahu must not for¬ 
get that the land Israel will be trading is occupied territory. It is not Israel's’to start 
with. Land is the core of the Middle East conflict and the absence of this important 
factor from any peace proposal will automatically condemn it to failure. 

Israel is now committed, both legally and morally, to honor its obligations under 
peace treaties and agreements. Israel cannot afford to turn back the clock and suck 
the region into an era of cold war politics. No single party has an interest in that, not 
the Americans, not the Europeans and certainly not the Arabs. 

To disengage from the peace process remains an option for Mr Netanyahu in spite 
of his assurances that his government wants peace. But can he afford to do that? 

The Arabs must not allow Mr Netanyahu's statements to dispel their efforts to put 
forward an Arab strategy to deal with changing realities in the region. To start with, 
they should allow some initial dialogue to go on with the new Israeli government, 
but only to understand the true position of the Israeli leadership on withdrawal from 
Palestinian lands, the final .status negotiations with the PNA, the right of self- 
determination for the Palestinian people and the rights of refugees and the displaced 
and Israel's withdrawal from Syrian and Lebanese occupied territories.. ■ 

Netanyahu must understand that he risks destroying ail of Israel's achievements in 
the past four to five years if he chooses to walk away from Israel's obligations to 
peace. He must understand that peace has a price and that continuing Israel’s occupa¬ 
tion of Arab land cannot continue if peace is to have a chance in the Middle East ■ 



• US President BUI Clinton smiles for the cameras. Be is joined by French President Jacques 
Chirac (center) and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl at a press conference concluding die G7 
economic summit in Lyon. The summit reaffirmed die land for peace formula far a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East 
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Arab violence 
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Who are the real victim 



But what is less well reported by the US media is the Israeli terrorism that 
heaped upon the Arabs—Palestinians in particular—since the founding of Isrt ||| 




Robert W. McGee 


POLITICIANS ARE QUICK to con¬ 
demn Arab terrorism like the 1983 at¬ 
tack that killed 241 US servicemen in 
Beirut, Lebanon, the Oklahoma City 
bombingCwhich turned out not to be 
Arab terrorists). Ehe World Trade Cen¬ 
ter bombing and the Saudi Arabian 
bombing that lulled or injured hun¬ 
dreds of people. 

The press is eager to devote substan¬ 
tial coverage to such events as well. 
But the big question—the one that nei¬ 
ther politicians nor the press address¬ 
es—is "why do some Arabs engage in 
such activities?” 

Why are they willing to engage in 
suicide attacks and bombings and why 
do they seem to single out the United 
States (as well as Israel) as the target 
of their attacks? What is the problem 
that makes them willing to die for their 
cause? 

* Anyone who pays any attention to 
the news knows that the US has been 
the strongest supporter of Israel since 
its founding in the 1940s, and that vari¬ 
ous Arab states have, at one time or an¬ 
other, been enemies of Israel. But 
what is less well reported by the US 
media is the Israeli terrorism that has 
been heaped upon the Arabs— 
Palestinians in particular—since the 
founding of Israel. 

The Palestinian “problem” stems 
from the fact that Israel was estab¬ 
lished on Palestinian land. During the 
1948 war. the Israeli forces not only 
drove the Palestinians from their 
homes, but also made a point of dis¬ 
mantling more than 400 Palestinian 
villages, towns' and cities stone by 
stone, so that the Palestinians would 
have nothing to return to. As a result, 
three million of the estimated six mil¬ 
lion total Palestinian population are 
refugees, a minion of whom are forced 
to this day to live in appalling condi¬ 
tions in refugee camps with little hope 
for the future. 

The Palestinians* property rights— 
one of the most basic of all. human ■ 
rights—was systematically disparaged. 
This disparagement continues to this 
day, as evidenced by the West Bank 
settlement policies of the present Israe¬ 
li government. Russian Jews and oth¬ 
ers are being given Palestinian land to. 
live on, and the Palestinian owners are 
bring driven from their land without 
compensation. Whole Palestinian 
neighborhoods iri East Jerusalem have 
been confiscated. 

The land grab is only one of many 
human rights abuses that the Palestin¬ 
ians have had to endure. Palestinians 
are subject to searches at numerous 
check points in their own country. 
Their homes can be blown up without 
due process If a family member is 
merely accused of terrorist activity. 
There have been systematic attempts to 
prevent Palestinians from getting an 
education, as evidenced by the closing 
of Palestinian schools. 

Beatings, torture, imprisonment and 
even killings of Palestinians have be¬ 
come commonplace. Palestinian farm¬ 
ers have systematically been deprived 
of water for their farms, while Israeli 
farmers get what they need. Freedom 
of travel has been restricted or denied 
on numerous occasions, making it dif¬ 
ficult or impossible to visit family or 
go to work, thus causing economic 
hardship. Christian and Moslem Pales¬ 
tinians who live in the West Bank and 
Gaza have been prevented from wor¬ 
shipping at Jerusalem’s religious sites 
for “security" reasons. 

Palestinian merchants who sell wa¬ 
termelons in the local market have 
been beaten because they sliced open 


the watermelons, thus re¬ 
vealing the colors of the 
Palestinian flag, which was 
forbidden at the time. Pal¬ 
estinians have also been 
beaten for wearing'shirts 
that are the. colors of the 
Palestinian flag. During the 
recent election; right-wing 
Israeli party posters placed 
in front of polling places 
falsely warned Palestinians 
that their health and pen¬ 
sion benefits would be tak¬ 
en away if they voted, thus 
gready reducing the num¬ 
ber of Palestinians who 
dared co vote. Some of 
those who tried to vote 
were beaten by police. 

One young Palestinian 
was beaten by about 40 Is¬ 
raeli police in front of 
James Moran, a member of 
the US Congress. Bystand¬ 
ers said this sort of thing 
happens all the time. Be¬ 
tween the start of the intifa¬ 
da in 1987 and mid-1995, 
more than 1400 Palestin¬ 
ians have been killed, in- 
eluding 260 children. his still 

The American press de¬ 
votes little or no space to 
these Palestinian murders, yet never 
fails to cover a story involving the 
death of one or two Israeli soldiers. US 
press coverage is biased and pro- 
Israeli. But that is not the reason why 
some Arabs want to blow up Ameri¬ 
cans and American property. One of 
the main, reasons these Arabs are out¬ 
raged is because the US government 
has been the strongest supporter of Is¬ 
rael right from the start. Sirhan Sirhan, 
the Arab who assassinated Robert Ken¬ 
nedy. said he did it because Senator 


tionally do only those tilings that are 
specifically enumeratedih the constitu¬ 
tion. The constitution says nothing 
about foreign aid. which makes it con-. 
stitutionally suspect. Those who favor 
foreign aid programs might argue that, 
giving foreign aid is in the best interest 
of the United States.-. 

But even if that were sometimes the 
case, it does not follow that such for¬ 
eign aid programs can become consti¬ 
tutional just because they might be in 
America's best interest Besides, the 


US taxpayers have been forced to support 
this land grab, and the many human rights 
abuses that have gone with it, since the 
1940s. For the 1996fiscalyear alone, 
American taxpayers had to pay more than 
$5.5 billion for variouskinds of aid to 
Israel — $1,375for every Jewish man, 
woman and child (Palestinians don’t get 
' ■ - the benefit oftheaid).- 


Kennedy approved the sale of military 
aircraft to Israel, which would be used 
to kill Palestinians. While the holo¬ 
caust was a tragedy, and while practi¬ 
cally everyone agrees that systematic 
extermination of an ethnic or religious 
group cannot be condoned, it does not 
follow that the survivors of that group 
. have some inherent right to found a 
country on someone else^s land. 

US taxpayers have been forced to 
support rfais land grab, and the many 
human rights abuses that have gone 
with it, since the 1940s. For the 1996 
fiscal year alone, American taxpayers 
had to pay more than.$5.5 billion for 
various kinds of aid to Israel—$1,375 
for every Jewish man-, woman and 
child (Palestinians don't gel the benefit 
of the aid). Yet Israel cannot be called 
a poor country. It has a per capita 
gross domestic product approaching 
that of England. 

The whole issue of foreign aid needs 
to be addressed. The US constitution 
provides for a government of limited 
powers. The government can constitu- 


“best interests” argument does not. 
seem to apply to Israel, a country that 
has received nearly $78 billion in for¬ 
eign aid from the United States be¬ 
tween fiscal 1948 and 1996. At least 
part of the military aid Israel receives 
is used to abuse the human rights of 
Palestinians. The nonmilirary aid is 
used to support an economic system 
that is basically socialist How can it 
be in the interest of the United States 
to support such a regime? 

American taxpayers are being 
abused by being forced to support Is¬ 
raeli terrorism and socialism. At the 
very least the foreign aid spigot 
should be turned off, the sooner the 
better. In addition, those politicians 
who have the courage should speak out 
against the human rights abuses that 
have been perpetrated against the Pal¬ 
estinian people. Even if one concedes 
that the US has some strategic interest 
in Israel (I do not concede this point), 
it does not follow that American tax¬ 
payers should be forced to support a 
corrupt regime that systematically 


This article was written for the 
US-based Dumont Institute for 
Public Policy Research. 


Lebed: 


Trojan horse in Russian election 


By Mikhail Gorbachev 


MOSCOW—The curtain rises this week on the 
dimly lit stage. The audience sit anxiously in theiF 
seats, uneasy about the two prominent players recit¬ 
ing their lines about the crisis at hand. 

In these situations a Napoleon often appears, 
ready to settle matters with a wave of the sword. 

Will, (his be Alexander Lebed, the brash-talking 
former general who was quickly drafted by Boris 
Yeltsin as a top security ad¬ 
viser—and shadow running, 
mate—after Lebed finished a 
strong third in last month's elec 
tion? 

Lebed .certainly seems to 
have filled a leadership vacu¬ 
um in the Kremlin as the 
country braces for the runoff 
election for president on 1 
Wednesday. 

Within days of joining Yelt¬ 
sin, senior Russian military 
commanders and_tbeir support 
ers were purged amidst dark talk 
by Lebed of acoup attempt. - 

Then, amid more chaos, erratic 
staiT upheaval and raw: nationalistic 
slogans by Lebed about “foreign re¬ 
ligions” and ‘‘mold and scum” 
threatening Russian security. Yelt¬ 
sin pulled another of his odd .van 
ishing acts. '' 

First there was word Yeltsin had 
dropped from view 'because of a 
throat ailment then there were ru 
mors of renewed heart trouble. 

There was even speculation that 
he had died. 

Whatever the truth, there rruMvSIm 
is no evidence of anything in 
the Yeltsin camp but dangerous 
instability and-ioss of control 
as voters 'get ready to decide 


between him and Gennady Zyuganov, bis Commu¬ 
nist rival for the presidency. 

But will it be Lebed, who eventually triumphs 
over the two of them? ' 

It is interesting to noth that the law says that you 
may vote for one, or against them alL 
Further, the law stipulates that if none of the can¬ 
didates gets 50 percent —there are various condi¬ 
tions with regards to this 50 percent level, I am not 
going to dwell on them now—then new elections 
would be held in three or four months, and 
participants in the second round 
would have no right to run. 

ly used-, to have a fairly 
positive view of Lebed, but 
Twas astonished by his be¬ 
havior during the election 
when he failed to join 
forces with other centrist 
candidates. 

. Lebed turned out to be 
a Trojan horse—after all, 
he was the one initiat¬ 
ing talks about creating 
a coalition with liberal 
economist Grigory 
Yavlinsky and the well- 
known eye surgeon. 
Svyatoslav Fyodorov. 

But nothing happened. 

Later- reports surfaced that 
Lebed was given several mil¬ 
lion dollars by Yeltsin, arid that 
his campaign was organized by 
Yeltsin staff members. I think 
Yeltsin also needed Lebed to 
take away votes from Zyuga¬ 
nov. 

The so-called “third force" 
failed to . materialize. Lebed al¬ 
most became a from runner (a 
phenomenon reminding me of 
Venus emerging from the 
sea foam), and the election 



became chiefly a contest between Yeltsin and Zyu¬ 
ganov, though neither man reached the 50 percent 
vote needed to win the first round of the election 
outright. 

Yeltsin got 35 percent; Zyuganov, 32 percent. 
Yeltsin must have been especially disappointed 
since he used every means at his" disposal— 
including enormous sums qf public money, and this 
is a subject that should be investigated by parlia¬ 
ment—in order to achieve victory. 

In the process Lebed got 15 percent of vote on 
' the back of his slogans— discipline, order, the fight 
against corruption and crime, reform of the army, 
defense of the nation's dignity—all of which were 
deeply felt by the people! 

It- was a protest vote! but the Communist vote 
wag also in large measure a protest vote. 

Obviously, no Napoleonic .solution, would be. 
good for Russia. Hopefully what’s happened so far 
has made it clear about the need for a solid, central¬ 
ist political opposition. 

We need to change the powers of the president, 
broaden the role of the prime minister and parlra- 
' merit, give a new direction to economic policy so. 
that it works to the benefi t of the masses,- not just ■ 
bankers and criminal groups. 

This will be difficult but not impossible..i-tbink I. 
could even work with Zyuganov if he creates a coa¬ 
lition government.. - . .... 

This is something.he has talked about to-voters;’ 
it would be made up one-third of G6inrhtais&,.'Qte~ : . 
third Yeltsin supporters - and • oheJhiifri Ifcrptitics 
from other parties represented in parliament.- Liz. . 

Yeltsin’s, people—no surprise—contend . this. 
kind of government would be unconstitutiona l- v! ■ 

But I would-do this only ifthg ctMti tioff lftad ~ 
overall national .goals, including chahg^-.in. the 
power structure and in the. sodal^and-econoriMc 
course of the refpimsr ■ ‘ -.t— . l • -V.-:-' • 
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It is stiH the old way, Israeli soldiers continue to beat Palestinians even in this age of peace 


abuses the human rights of a targeted 
ethnic group. Human rights are human 
rights, and no government should ever 
condone or financially support a're¬ 
gime that systematically disparages 
them. Once US support stops; Arab 
terrorists (some of whom may legiti- 
' mately be called, freedom fighters) will 
be far less likely to attack US property 
and citizens. 

Although some Arabs hate the Unit¬ 
ed States because of Us support of Is¬ 
rael, that is not the only reason why 
some Arabs are angry with the US. 

Historically, various .US gbvem- 
: meats have had a policy of supporting 
corrupt- regimes. We supported the 
Shah, of Iran. We supported a fascist 
South. Vietnamese dictator who was 
fighting ^..-communist North Vietna¬ 
mese dicrafor. We supported Stalin's 
■ enslavement of millions of East Euro¬ 
peans. We supported “Fterdinand Mar¬ 
cos in the Philippines when it was 
fashionable to do so. During the Gulf 
war we came to the aid of a family of 
dictators in Kuwait who were being at¬ 
tacked by an Iraqi dictator. American 
- ■ solcfiefs were surtrmonbd to a Kuwaiti 
• prince’s house to- reinstall the gold 
••-piurhlJing'thit'had h&en 'stolen by Iraqi 
soldiers, which is hardly a legitimate 
use of American troops. We have sup¬ 
ported a number of corrupt regimes in 
Arab countries over the years because 
American leaders thought it was in the 
best interests of the United States to do 
so. Aside from the fact that it is sel¬ 
dom in anyone's best interests to sup¬ 
port corrupt regimes, it is also a moral¬ 
ly bankrupt policy, and the Arabs 
recognize that fact 

A third reason why some Arabs dis¬ 
like the United States, and the West in 
general, goes back to the Crusades. 
While I was preparing this article, an 
Arab'friend of mine pointed-out that 
Muslims still have not forgotten the 
Crusades, the aims of which were to 
capture holy sites and either kill or con¬ 
vert Muslims. Although the United 
States was not to blame for the Cru¬ 
sades. which ended hundreds of years 
before America came into existence as a 
political entity, Arabs are still suffering 
psychologically from that experience. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The Minister of Jndos- 
try and Commerce, 
approved the issuance of 
3.2 million shares worth 
JD 5.55 million for three 
Jordanian companies, 
including the General 
Arab Insurance Co., the 
Union of Chemical Indus¬ 
tries and Vegetable Oils 
Co., and the El Zay 
Ready wear Manufactur¬ 
ing. The financial director 
of Ai Zay, Ali AJ Seif said 
that his company issued 
1.5 million new shares 
with JD 1.8 per share, in a 
bid to increase its capital 
from JD 6 million to JD 
7.5. million. Three Saudi. 
Italian and British compa¬ 
nies will contribute to sub¬ 
scription in its shares. The 
company is planning to 
expand its activity and 
promote its production in 
Italy. and _fhc European 
'markets. 

'H The Jordan!an-Qatari 
Joint Higher Committee 
-will meet next month to 
endorse a new trade and 
economic agreement 
replacing the former eco¬ 
nomic agreement signed 
in 1992. This agreement 
aims at developing and 
expanding the commercial 
relations between the two 
countries, opening the 
way for trade exchange 
and removing all obsta¬ 
cles in the way of eco¬ 
nomic co-operation and 
co-ordination. Customs 
tariffs arc also to be can¬ 
celled on most exchanged 
cargo between Jordan and 
Qatar, as this agreement 
stipulates. 

■ The sales of the Jordan 
Marketing Company 
l JMC) reached JD 1.4 
million in 1995. The com¬ 
pany cut its administrative 
expenses by 25%, and 
increased its assets by JD 
1.1 million. The JMC 
made profits of JD 2S.7 
thousand. It succeeded in 
reducing the accumulating 
losses since in 1994. and 
the net losses by the end 
of 1995 were only JD 
223,794. Its unmaintained 
cheques and drafts were 
JD f,154.242. Sharehold¬ 
ers' rights by the end of 
the fiscal year (1995) 
-were JD 1,419,619, and 
its budget . movement 
closed at JD 2,850,971. 

■ More than 60 projects 
will be carried out at a 
cost of S2.6 billion 
between 1996-2000. 
according to the General 
Secretary of the Ministry 
of Planning, Dr Nabil 
Ammari. There will be 
About 28 infra-structuraJ 
projects. Dr Ammari said 
that the economy experi¬ 
enced a growth rate (hat 
exceeded 6% over the last 
two years and Jordan was 
able to control inflation 
and reduce the budget 
deficit. 
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Traders stress need for government 
action to trim decline on AFM 


AMMAN I Star)—Jitters at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) increased as the official 
share index fell below 140 
points for the first time since 15 
months. It closed ut 139.58 
points earlier this week. 

Some analysts attributed this 
sharp fall to weak demand 
which led dealers u> sell at low¬ 
er prices but with fewer shares. 

Economic analysis say that 
the AFM has recorded falling 
performance since the victory 
of Netanyahu in the 29 May Is¬ 
raeli elections and the forma¬ 
tion of his right-wing govern¬ 
ment. Since then investors 
began to sell their shares be¬ 
cause of what they see as the 
lack of confidence in the mar¬ 
ket. 

it fell by 10% since iu> high¬ 
est level last February when it 
recorded 155.63 points. The 
AFM suffers from a tight credit 
policy to support the dinar and 
interest rates on deposits. This 
transferred liquidity from the 
banks and investors to other ac¬ 
tivities that record higher yield, 
analysts said. 

Despite expected flows of 
foreign investments valued at 
5200 million by rhe end of this 


year from the ncwly- 
cstablished funds, together with 
the current attractive prices that 
create better investment oppor¬ 
tunities, many dealers remain 
anxious and express fears about 
what is seen as the ailing peace 
process in the Middle East. 

The volatile investment cli¬ 
mate is a subject of much dis¬ 
cussion in the AFM dealing 
room and between brokers. 

Analysts say that the psycho¬ 
logical factor will certainly in¬ 
fluence demand, in spite of ex¬ 
istence of attractive shares to 
buy, and the low returns on 
stocks. They arc presently at 
13.5. It was 185 in the end of 
1995. 

However, these analysis are 
optimistic. They expect shares 
to increase a lot higher by the 
end the year. 

The deputy investment direc¬ 
tor at the Jordan Investment 
and Finance Bank, Mr Samir 
Jaradat attributed the weak de¬ 
mand to the psychological fac¬ 
tor. He said there is ambiguity 
about future expectations in Lhe 
market. 

Market analysts pointed out 
that the profit of shareholding 
companies rose last year by 


0 The deputy chairman of the Financial Market Brokers 
Association, Mr Abdul Mnttalib Abu Hijleb called on com¬ 
panies, who offer the same services, to merge. He sees this 
as a move to strengthen their capita] standing. 

Co mm enting on the decline in market shares, Mr Abu 
HQIeh said that there are many variables for this among 
which is the internal effects, weak demand, and the move¬ 
ment of shares. 

It’s time to arrange the internal status of the market be¬ 
fore dealing with the effects oT external factors, he added. 
What is needed is company mergers, especially of compa¬ 
nies who offer the same services. . 


more than 8% to reach JD 200 
million, compared with figures 
recorded in 1994. This is due to 
a reduction in taxes. 

Many industrial companies 
in Jordan depend greatly on 
neighboring markets, like Iraq, 
the Gulf stales and increasing¬ 
ly, the Palestinian market. 

On the other hand, some ana¬ 
lysts do not see the effects of 
the peace process to be of im¬ 
portance on the market. They 
say that improvement in the 
market depends on the fiscal 
and monetary policy of the 
government. They claim that 
the Amman Financial Market 
was not positive when the 
peace accord was signed be¬ 
tween Jordan and Israel, nei¬ 
ther. it was affected during the 
last Israeli attack on Lebanon. 
They, thus conclude that the 
market is actually subject to do¬ 
mestic economic policies. 

The director of the Allas In¬ 
vestment Group ( concerned in 
attracting foreign investments), 
Mr Omar AI Masri said that, 
there was no reduction in inter¬ 
est rates as the government had 
promised, nor do we expect any 
cuts during this month. 

The Prime Minister. Abdel 
Karim Kabariti had visited the 
AFM few months ago. when 
prices recorded their lowest 
level during the year, and 
promised to devaluate interest 
rates by the beginning of June, 
if Jordan's foreign reserves im¬ 
prove. 

Mr AI Masri added, that the 
market will continue to fluctu¬ 
ate, until the interest rates de¬ 
cline. This is now expected dur¬ 
ing the last quarter of this year 
he went on to say. 

There are other foreign in¬ 



vestment funds in the Middle 
East, which are starting to 
make headway in the financial 
market. Last week, a new for¬ 
eign fund bought 25.000 shares 
in the AI Ahli Bank which re¬ 
corded high profits this year. 

Financial analysts predicted 
that foreigners will invest be¬ 
tween 5150 to $200 million 
through the five newly- 
established funds. 

However, dealings in the 
market showed a decline of 
19.4% to reach JD 2.5 million 
last week. Total shares traded 
were 1.7 million, through 
2,717 contracts. Daily dealing 
averaged JD 0.5 million dur¬ 
ing last week compared with 
JD 0.6 million during the pre¬ 
vious week. 

The industrial sector comes 
in the top rank as ii main¬ 
tained JD 1.29 million. 52.5% 
of total dealings, then comes 
lhe banking and financial 
sector with JD 0.76 million. 


and a 31% of the total. This 
was followed by the service 
sector at JD 6.39 million. 
15.9% and finally is Insu¬ 
rance sector with JD 15.000. 
ut 0.6% of total dealing. 

Compared with the closing 
prices of 90 companies, we 
find that 11 recorded an in¬ 
crease in their share prices. 
64 recorded a fall in share 
prices and 15 companies re¬ 
mained stable. 

Some brokers at the Am¬ 
man Financial Market met re¬ 
cently to discuss the market 
trend after the sharp decline 
in the volume of dealings and 
share prices 

The chairman of the Finan¬ 
cial Market Brokers Associa¬ 
tion. Mr Bahjat AI Bilbeisi 
met with the the governor of 
the Central Bank, recently. 
He stressed the need to cut 
interest rates to revive the 
market and improve dealings. 


Business 


By Mohammad Adawiya 


The engine of growth 

ACCORDING TO neoclassical economic theory, rrode is 
ihc engine of growth. Unfortunately, however, not all 
kinds of trade provide the same horse power. Countries 
such os Jordan, for example, which are heavily dependent 
on the export of primary commodities, are more inclined 
to be adversely affected by price fluctuations on world 
markets and thus stifle growth. 

Jordan is a victim of such a situation. In 1994. just over 
50 percent of domestic exports were comprised of com¬ 
modities such as food related agricultural products and fer¬ 
tilizers. Overall, expons of raw materials, meanwhile, 
constituted slightly over 55 percent of total exports which 
stood at 793.9 million for 1994. 

Such a reliance on primary commodities imposes severe 
constraints on the growth capability of the Jordanian econ¬ 
omy. for the accompanying fluctuations in export related 
revenue caused by the instability of prices, coupled with 
the regularity by which technological and manufactured 
goods are imported. This results in an ever widening trade 
deficit. 

Besides dealing with the challenges of price fluctuations 
and its equally challenging ramifications, countries depen¬ 
dent on primary commodity revenue must also contend 
with the very real possibility of a general drop in prices. 
This decline becomes more of a possibility as income lev¬ 
els rise and demand for primary commodities is substi¬ 
tuted with manufactured goods. 

Increasing usage of synthetic alternatives in place of 
natural products and minerals such as in the case of artifi¬ 
cial sweeteners for sugar and plastics for metals, coupled 
with decreased consumption of tobacco items and edible 
oils and fats—w'hich made up 14.6 percent of exports in 
1995— brought about by health concerns, has also led to a 
general drop in export revenue. Consequently, one 
observes a significant rise in the country's trade deficit has 
risen approximately 33.5 percent between 1990 to 1995 in 
Jordan's case. 

While shifting to - a non-primary commodity dependent 
economy overnight is unrealistic, a first step must take 
place. In addition, prudent customs and monetary policies 
such as reducing export taxes and guarding against an 
over-valued currency can help. ■ 


Azar calls for changes in public sector to 
encourage Arab and foreign investment 


AMMAN (Star)—The Deputy 
Chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, and 
Chairman of the Amman Busi¬ 
ness Bank, Mr Wasif Azar 
stressed the need for govern¬ 
ment administrative reform. 

In a speech at the Orthodox 
Club, Mr Azar said that invest¬ 
ment in Jordan doesn't consider 
what he called the time factor. 
Many investments are either 
non-productive (such -as build¬ 
ing large houses and costly set¬ 
tlements) or very costly com¬ 
pared with the industrialized 
countries because of the long 
construction period. 

In developed countries, rhe 
value of time and price is pre¬ 
cious. He said the blame must 
be bom by the legislative and 
executive. New laws, and regu¬ 
lations must he passed quickly 
to enable investors, manufac¬ 
turers, and contractors to move 
ahead without obstacles. Mr 
Azar maintained. 

He proposed a balance 
between population growth and 
resources. This will certainly 


help increase local output and 
promote a higher standard of 
living. 

The Labor market must 
absorb more people to reduce 
unemployment. 

Mr Azar also called fnr mak¬ 
ing better use of financial poli¬ 
cies and taxes as development 
tools rather than merely as a 
way for collecting money for 
expenditure. 

Investment has to be directed 
towards desired economic 
aims, and employ a policy for 
the welfare of the country. Pol¬ 
icy has to work according to 
the requirements of the econ¬ 
omy and not vice-a-versa. 

He called for review of the 
government role, and its budget 
and urged it to increase the 
standard of profit rather than 
cost The way should be 
opened for a more private sec¬ 
tor activity. It must be given 
more incentives. But such a 
role should be directed. 

There is urgent need to 
establish close relations with 
Arab countries and revive a 


The Central Bank offers 
new deposit certificates at 
JD 15 million 

IN A bid to control liquidity which is sharply falling in some 
banks, the Central Bank issued new deposit certificate at JD 
15 million, at an interest rate of 9.25% for three-month’s 
denomination and 9.5% for six-months denomination. Short¬ 
age of liquidity led to a rise in interest rate on dinar deposits 
between banks to reach 10.5% last Wednesday. These prices 
were stable at I0%-10.5%. 

The Central Bank sent a memo to the licensed banks to sub¬ 
mit offers. It is also willing to rebuy the deposit certificates in 
the dinar for 10% interest rate. 

Sources at the Central Bank said that the authorized banks, 
had covered last week's issue which reached JD 15 million: 
the value of their offers was even higher. 

A Jordanian banker said that the sharp shortage of liquidity 
in Jordanian banks was the main factor for the rise in interest 
rates due to increasing demand on the dinar. ■ 


joint Arab market that can 
stand strongly in front of inter¬ 
national economic allies. Mr 
Azar pointed out. 

It is a great mistake to take 
American and European mar¬ 
kets, as alternatives for Arab 
.'markets. We*should look for 
promoting our goods in both 
Arab, European and American 
markets at the same lime. 

Mr Azar explained that some 
foreign investments in Jordan 
are mostly subsidiaiy invest¬ 
ment to basic activities in 
Israel, and take advantage of 
the marketing ability and 
Israeli influence in the Euro¬ 
pean markets. 

These investments arc not 
suitable to Jordan's develop¬ 
ment requirements, and will 
put her economy under the 
influence of others. We have to 
attract other Arab and foreign 
investments and make our tech¬ 
nical. administrative and mar¬ 
keting potentials more effec¬ 
tive so that our products 
become more competitive in 
Arab and international markets. 
Mr Azar said. 

Concern has also to be given 
to domestic industries which 
provide the market with new 
job opportunities and foreign 
currency. Investments in the 
touristic sector has to develop 
capacities of direct touristic 
marketing which must develop 
in parallel with the increase of 
building new hotels with high 
quality services. 

Local medical services arc 
not properly marketed on the 
Arab or African fronts. Medi¬ 
cal federations must take part 
of the blame for this as they 
don't promote these services 
outside Jordan. 

Also tourism should play a 
greater role through its travel 
agents. 

Mr Azar noted that there is 
three basic points of weakness 
in the economy. 

First, imbalance between 


resources and population. 
There is no growth of 
resources to cover the increase 
in inhabitants. 

Second, imbalance between 
education, training and the 
requirements of the labor mar¬ 
ket. Education, on all levels, is 
not able to create a generation 
of pioneers in the economic 
and industrial field who can 
lead the process of creative 
work and development. There 
is also lack of high qualifica¬ 
tion programs for labor in the 
technical. technological, 

administrative and banking 
fields. 

Third, imbalance between 
the government and private 
sectors. There is no need to 
expand activities and increase 
public expenditure if the 
emphasis is now on the private 
sector. 

The excessive optimism 
after the signing of the peace 
treaty with Israel in 1994 
quickly vanished with people 
becoming anxious about the 
future. Despite the fact that fig¬ 
ures indicate a remarkable 
increase in domestic economic 
growth, the businessman, man¬ 
ufacturer. farmer, employee 
and the unemployed all are 
worried. 

Jordan's size, small popula¬ 
tion and scarce resources 
should noi account for a defi¬ 
ciency in the economic struc¬ 
ture. growth rate and inability 
to achieve international eco¬ 
nomic records. 

There are other countries 
with similar features but are 
economically developed, with 
high incomes and good growth 
rare. Mr Azar pointed out. 

However the situation of Jor¬ 
dan is different as it suffered 
from foreign occupation under 
the Ottoman empire, and then 
by on enemy backed and sup¬ 
ported by the west. This led to 
deficiency in the economy, 
weak communications and low 


educational and professional 
levels. 

Furthermore, the govern¬ 
ment started its development 
track since the sixties and built 
its social, economic and educa¬ 
tional infrastructure. Educated 
and skillful Jordanian expatri¬ 
ates in the Arab oil-producing 
countries participated with 
their incomes in the prosperity 
that occurred in the country at 
that time. 

In the seventies. Jordan ben¬ 
efited from the increase in oil 
prices in Arab Gulf states. This 
was through financial assis¬ 
tance that” financed develop¬ 
ment projects in Jordan. The 
role of the private sector until 
that rime was still weak com¬ 
pared with the role of the pub¬ 
lic sector. 

In mid-eighties the value oi’ 
external aids became less and 
the government depended 
greatly on internal sources such 
as taxes. This formed a burden 
on the private sector that suf¬ 
fers and is still suffering from. 

The size of the population 
increased greatly during the 
seventies and eighties, because 


of external factors. 

In addition, the increase of 
the newly born and the decline 
in deaths as a result of 
improved health services con¬ 
tributed to the annual rise. 
Hence, services offered by the 
government declined, and the 
cost of expenditure went up. 

The government made many 
projects through debt that 
forced a burden on the econ¬ 


omy. This led to the shock in 
the late '80s that culminated in 
1988 when the price of the 
dinar was devalued. This began 
the International Monetary 
Fund's restructuring program. 

This meant reducing inde¬ 
pendence on external finance, 
controlling consumption expen¬ 
diture. controlling money 
liquidity and rising the costs of 
credit facilities. 

In addition. Jordan plans to 
increase its export ability, 
reduce imports to cut deficit in 
the trade balance and the bal¬ 
ance of payment. In other 
words, putting an end to ail 
economic disorders in the Jorda¬ 
nian economy. Mr Azar said. ■ 


Venue on regional economic 
cooperation to start 

A CONFERENCE on Regional Economic Cooperation in the 
Mediterranean, will he held between 8-9. July at the Royal 
Cultural Center. It is sponsored by AI Urdun AI Jadid 
Research Centre and the Conrad Adenauer Foundation. 

Participants in Lhe conference include economic lecturers 
from Jordan. Tunisia. Egypt. Palestine. Lebanon and repre¬ 
sentatives from the European Community. 

The discussion will focus on economic cooperation in the 
region and the European Community, the current situation 
and the future prospects, political dialogue in the Middle East 
and its impact on the economies of the region in addition to 
chances and obstacles for trade and investment in the region. ■ 


Union Bank raises its 
capital to JD 20 million 


THE UNION Bank is planning to increase 
its paid up capital to JD 20 million from 
its current capital of JD 11 million. 

The general Assembly of the Union Bank 
for Saving and Investment is to circulate 
its profits for 1995, which reached JD 
125.4 thousand. 

The General Manager of the bank, Mr 
Essam AI Salfiti said the Bank recorded a 
19 percent growth in Us budget compared 
with JD 191 million. Money and Quasi- 
Money liquidity of the Bank was 48.6 per¬ 
cent of its budget. 

The Bank offered credit facilities and 


loans amounting to 30-2 percent of its bud¬ 
get (JD 57.5 million), investment in securi¬ 
ties was JD 24.2 million (128.8 percent of 
assets), recording a growth of 27 percent. 

It’s deposits reached JD 162.9 million 
by the end of 1995, an increase of 21 per¬ 
cent compared to 1994. 

The Banks’ management hopes to 
expand more deposits through offering 
new investment programs. 

Total returns went up by 31% during 
1995 to reach JD 16.86 million, and the 
profits from its operations was JD 2.482 
million, be said. ■ 
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Ron Brown award presented to 
three companies in region 


By Saadia Siddique 

WASHINGTON—A Palestin¬ 
ian. an American, and an 
Israeli company have received 
the first Ron Brown Peace 
Through Commerce Award for 
their efforts to promote peace 
in the Middle East through eco¬ 
nomic stability. 

One of the recipients. Ziad 
Karram. president and CEO of 
GRdG. a building firm based in 
Fairfax. Virginia, plans to build 
n Marriott hotel in Gaza which 
will employ hundreds of work¬ 
ers in the area. "This is an 
investment in peace by bring¬ 
ing jobs and economic prosper¬ 
ity to Palestinians." Karram 
said in an interview. 

Karram added that his com¬ 
pany plans to work wiih an 


investment firm from Qatar 
and that the project will be a 
long-term regional effort. 
“The award meant a lot to us 
because it recognized ali our 
efforts," he said. 

Similarly. Culligan Water 
Technologies CEO Doug Pcrtz 
expressed optimism about 
doing business in the Middle 
East!" "We look at this project 
as promoting peace in the 
region,” Periz said in a separate 
interview 25 June. He added 
that economic investment is an 
important avenue to creating 
political stability in the region. 

Moreover, Pertz slated that 
the project will involve several 
groups working together to 
“promote the betterment of lhe 
region." The company plans to 
produce the first Palestinian 


brand of bottled water. 

General Motors, in conjunc¬ 
tion with Universal Motors of 
Tel Aviv, was the final recipi¬ 
ent of the award. Vice Chair¬ 
man Harry Pearce said in an 
interview on 26 June. “I hope 
that our efforts encourage other 
US companies to work in con¬ 
junction with companies in the 
Middle East.” Universal and 
General Motors received the 
award for creating an environ¬ 
ment in which they were able 
to sell more North American- 
made GM cars in Israel than in 
all of Europe. 

According to Kahn Commu¬ 
nications, a public relations 
agency which conceived the 
award" the Ron Brown Peace 
Through Commerce Award 
was established in order “to 


recognize a business person, or 
company, who has taken risks 
in international business which 
have resulted in advancing the 
causes of stability, economic 
growth and peace." The award 
is a memorial to the late Secre¬ 
tary of Commerce Ron Brown 
as a way to keep his name alive 
and acknowledge the efforts he 
made towards promoting peace 
through commerce and trade. ■ 
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Sharp hike in foodstuff prices in 
Palestinian markets 

B The results of the survey on the level of expenditure and 
consumption of Palestinian families indicated that it rose by 
0.299c in May compared to April. This is a 5.7 percent rise 
since the beginning of the year according to the Palestinian 
Department of Statistics. 

The biegest increase was related to foodstuff prices. This 
is because of the closing of the Palestinian territories since 
the last three months. 

Grain prices went up by 8.79c in May compared to April, 
as a result of high price of Israeli wheat However, fruit 
prices went down by 8.6% in May. Textiles and clothes re¬ 
corded a slight increase. There was also a huge increase in 
prices of health services, furniture and utensils. 

Strike paralyzes Israel economy 

B Economic activity was partially paralyzed in Israel this 
week. More than 400.000 workers went on strike for an 
hour in a reaction from the public sector over austerity 
measures adopted by the right-wing government headed by 
Benjamin Netanyahu. The strike was called for by the His- 
tadrut. the Israeli labor federation. Israel was isolated from 
the world, air traffic came to a standstill at the Ben Gurion 
International Airport and ships were not allowed to dock. 

Hi.stadrut general secretary Emir Peretz said “The aim of 
this strike is a warming to the government, that laborers will 
react against attempts to affect their rights." 

Despite the large foreign investments. Israel faces a huge 
deficit of SI2 billion in its trade balance. The new govern¬ 
ment of Israel is embarking on a huge privatization program 
of at least 50 public corporations. 

“Al Sharq Gate”, new settlement in 
North Jerusalem 

B Israel is planning to carry out a large settlement program 
in Jerusalem under the so-called “Al Shark Gate" scheme. 
The government is planning to confiscate 2500 dunums 
from the Shifat camp in the north of Jerusalem. 

This project, which will certainly be carried out almost 
immediately, will most likely lead to resistance from the lo¬ 
cal Palestinian inhabitants. However, the government tried 
to downplay this by saying that the Arab owners of these 
lands will be compensated. 


Al Quds has now a complaints 
column 

B The Jerusalem-based Al Quds daily now has a daily com¬ 
plaints column on its front page. The newspaper is inviting 
Palestinians in the self-rule areas and the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries to put their complaints on paper. The column is a novel 
way of bringing citizens and officials of the Palestine Na¬ 
tional Authority closer together. Recently, there has been a 
lot of complaints about services run by the PNA and about 
violations, and it is hoped that such a gesture by Al Quds 
may help to put things right. 


US rejects Iraqi latest 
plan to implement 
oil-for-food deal 

By John M. Goshko 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 

UNITED NATIONS—The US last Monday rejected an Iraqi 
plan for distributing food and medicine under Iraq’s oil-for- 
food agreement with the United Nations—a judgment that 
means President Saddam Hussein's government must revise 
the proposal before the deal can be implemented to help Iraq’s 
hard-pressed population. 

Iraqi officials said that it had already agreed on a plan with 
the UN to import food and medicine up to a million dollars. 
The Iraqi Minister of Health. Mr Omayad Midhat Mubarak 
said the agreement was drawn up after Iraq contacted interna¬ 
tional pharmaceutical companies. 

This latest US rejection dashes UN and Iraqi officials hopes 
that implementation of the oil-for-food deal could begin later 
this month. 

"We think (the Iraqi plan) is unacceptable." James P. Ru¬ 
bin. spokesman for the US delegation al the UN said. "It dem¬ 
onstrates that Iraq is not serious about moving forward to im¬ 
plement this (agreement).” 

Rubin said the Iraqi proposal would permit Baghdad to 
evade some UN sanctions and would improperly give Sad¬ 
dam's government a grip on distributing supplies to separatist 
Kurds in northern Iraq. 

The oil-for-food agreement, reached in May. would ease 
the UN's economic sanctions against Iraq, in effect since the 
1990 Gulf crisis, by permitting Baghdad to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil over six months to buy food and other humanitar¬ 
ian supplies. 

To gel the accord, Iraq had to accept stringent conditions 
demanded by the United States and its Security Council allies 
for monitoring the sales and distribution of supplies. The 
agreement called for Iraq to submit an implementation plan 
that must be approved by Secretary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali and the council's sanctions committee. 

As a permanent Security Council member, the United 
States can veto any council action. US officials said the Iraqi 
plan was objectionable partly because it would make Baghdad 
a major distribution point for goods earmarked for the Kurd¬ 
ish areas, thereby allowing the Iraqis to skim items intended 
for Lhe north and divert them elsewhere.B 


Turkey could find it 
difficult to accept new 
Islamic government 


By Kelly Couturier 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

ANKARA. Turkey— 

Necmettin Erbakan became 
modem Turkey's first Islamic 
prime minister last Friday but 
beaded toward a tough battle 
to get his coalition govern¬ 
ment approved in parliament. 

Erbakan was named by 

President Suley- ,_ 

man Demirel af- I gg 

ter putting to- I djjSSk 4 

gelher a Cabinet | ejMB ^ 

with the help of I 38^ 4 

former Prime f ^ 

Minister Tansu 

Ciller, a West- '■ ffiBP 

era-oriented •<V 

economist who Jf j 

agreed to bring Jf J 

her secular True Hjf 

Path Party into 

partnership with k , 

Erbakan's Wei- 

fare Party. Un- 

der the coalition 

formula, Ciller 

will .hold the 

posts of deputy 

prime minister .* ■BafiH gii 

and foreign Erbakan 

minister. 

If he survives 

a confidence vote expected in 
the coming days, Erbakan's 
government would move aside 
a secular elite that has ruled 
Turkey for more than seven 
decades and advocated mem¬ 
bership in the European Un¬ 
ion. If he fails to win parlia¬ 
mentary endorsement. 


however. Turkey seems likely 
to remain mired in a political 
stalemate. The key NATO ally 
has been without stable, civil¬ 
ian leadership since Ciller’s 
coalition government col¬ 
lapsed last September, leading 
to early elections three months 
later, in which the Welfare 
Party was the top vote-getter. 

The military, which has as¬ 
sumed power in Turkey three 


■ . >v- 





times since 1960. has vowed 
to uphold the secular nature of 
the Turkish republic. It has 
made no secret of its distaste 
for Welfare and its brand of 
political Islam. The Welfare 
Party’, although it advocates Is¬ 
lamic wavs, represents a more 
moderate version of funda- 


mentalism than other Islamic 
political movements, such as 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. Erba¬ 
kan himself has been de¬ 
scribed as more of a Turkish 
nationalist than an Islamic fun¬ 
damentalist. calling on Turks 
to emphasize their traditional 
Muslim values and stop imitat¬ 
ing the West 

But his emergence as prime 
minister nevertheless has 
1 called into ques- 
tion the pro- 
Westem. pro-US 
stance Turkey 

■ traditionally has 

maintained in in¬ 
ternational af¬ 
fairs. Erbakan 
has said he favors 
moving Turkey 
closer to the sur- 
^ rounding Muslim 

world and has 
questioned a cus- 
toms agreement 
^ between Turkey 

and the European 
Union designed 
jjp gji|| to anchor Turkey 
more firmly in 
B figSilBB . ..the... camp of 
Western democ¬ 
racies. 

Erbakan's par¬ 
ty strongly opposes the US-led 
force based in southern Turkey 
that enforces the "no-fly zone" 
in northern Iraq designed to 
protect Iraqi Kurds from Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein. Erkaban 
also has lashed out against the 
recent stepped-up military 
cooperation between Turkey 



• Wreckage of the bombed American occupied apartment building at the King Ab¬ 
dul Azziz Air Base in Dahran, Saudi Arabia, last week. The explosion, that was 
caused by an estimated five tons of explosives loaded on to a 5,000gallonfuel lorry, 
devastated the site , creating a crater of 35 feet deep and 45 feet wide. 


and Israel. "Did the Jews not 
bomb our Muslim brothers in 
Lebanon?" Erbakan asked at a 
campaign rally earlier this 
month. 

Standing in front of a por¬ 
trait of Mustafa Kemai Ata- 
turk. modem Turkey's 
staunchly secularist founding 
father. Erbakan declared last 
Friday that “to the joy of eve¬ 
ryone. Turkey has a new gov¬ 
ernment.” 

But the coalition is expected 
to face a stiff challenge in the 
upcoming vote of confidence. 
Opponents from within Cill¬ 
er's party are expected to join 
the other main center-left par- 
tv. Motherland, in votine 


against the new government. 
To win the confidence vote, 
the new government needs the 
support of a majority of voting 
members of parliament. Wel¬ 
fare has 158 members and 
True Path Party has 129 in the 
550-seat parliament, together 
constituting a majority. 

But as many as 20 True 
Path members arc expected to 
vote against the coalition, in¬ 
cluding outgoing Foreign Min¬ 
ister Emre Gonensay. who re¬ 
iterated his opposition to the 
Isiamic-lcd government. The 
new Cabinet’s makeup, clearly 
designed to calm fears among 
Turkey's secular elite as well 
as its Western allies, shows 


the conservatives keeping con¬ 
trol of key posts such as de¬ 
fense. foreign affairs, econo¬ 
my. education and interior. 

The Welfare Party, which 
controls many of Turkey's mu¬ 
nicipal governments and has 
built an efficient grass-roots 
party into the biggest political 
party in the country, has 
gained supporters by providing 
basic services to the country’s 
poorest citizens. The party 
won its slim victory in the De¬ 
cember parliamentary elec¬ 
tions by riding a tide of public 
discontent with a political 
class largely perceived as self- 
serving and corrupt B 


Meeting between Netanyahu and Arafat 
may take place sooner than expected 


By Glenn Franket 

LA Times-Woslungion Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—Two repre¬ 
sentatives of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu’s new government have 
delivered a carrot-and-stick 
message to Yasser Arafat in 
the first session ever held 
between envoys from Israel's 
right-wing Likud party and the 
leader of the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organization. 

Government officials con¬ 
firmed that the meeting took 
place last week at Arafat's res¬ 
idence in Lhe Gaza Strip but 
refused to discuss the session. 
Israeli sources and news 
reports indicated that Arafat 
was told that Netanyahu is 
committed to continuing talks 
with a financial support for the 
PLO-led Palestinian 

Authority. 

At the same time, however. 
Netanyahu's envoys told Ara¬ 
fat that his commitment to 
fighting terrorism must he 
unswerving, and that the con¬ 
tinuation of terrorism and the 
advancement of the peace pro¬ 
cess cannot coexist. 

Arafat for his pan report- 
edly insisted that Netanyahu 
honor commitments made to 
him by the previous Labor-led 
government including with¬ 
drawing Israeli troops from 
the West Bank city of Hebron 
and allowing Palestinians to 
engage in limited diplomatic 
and political activities at Ori¬ 
ent House. Lhe PLO’s unoffi¬ 
cial headquarters in disputed 
East Jerusalem. 

Throughout the recent elec¬ 
tion campaign that unseated 
Labor's Shimon Peres, Netan¬ 
yahu insisted that Arafat al the 
least had turned a blind eye 
toward suicide bus bombings 
by Islamic militants operating 
largely from Palestinian-held 
territory. He condemned Peres 
for meeting frequently and on 



Netanyhau 

friendly terms with the PLO 
chief, who is viewed with 
great suspicion and unease by 
many Israelis, and indicated 
that he would not meet with 
Arafat. 

Since his election late last 
month. Netanyahu's tone has 
softened slightly. He has 
promised to open channels of 
communication with the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority at various lev¬ 
els and has not ruled out meet¬ 
ing with Arafat. But first he 
appears determined to wrest 
some sort of concession from 
the PLO leader on security 
matters, which were one of the 
major reasons Netanyahu tri¬ 
umphed over Peres. 

Dorc Gold. Netanyahu's 
American-born foreign affairs 
adviser who has been his point 
man for contacts with the 
PLO. led the Israeli side in the 
brief and businesslike session. 
There were reports last Friday 
night that higher-level contacts 
with officials such as Foreign 
Minister David Levy or 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai may follow soon. 


Arafat 

News ot the meeting 
iouched off a row at Friday’s 
Israeli cabinet session. Science 
Minister Benjamin Begin, son 
of the lare prime minister Mcn- 
achem Beam and a former 


rival of 
Netanyahu 
for leader¬ 
ship of the 
Likud, 
condemne 
d the Ara¬ 
fat meeting 
as ''a mis¬ 
taken pol¬ 
icy.” 

Netanyahu 
replied 
harshly, 
according 
to Cabinet 
Secretary 
Danny 
Naveh. 
telling 
Begin that 
“if he has 
any com¬ 
plaints he 
should 
have 

thought about it before he 
joined the government." 

Begin's position is consid¬ 
ered a minority view even 
within the right-leaning cabi¬ 
net. And respondents in a poll 


published last week in the 
Yedioth Aharonoth newspaper 
agreed by a 2-to-l margin that 
Netanyahu should meet with 
Arafat. 

Palestinians see such a 
meeting as an early test of the 
new government’s good faith 
and intentions. They have 
been alarmed by Netanyahu's 
early declarations that he is 
unalterably opposed to Pales¬ 
tinian statehood or the grant¬ 
ing of sovereignty over any 
portion of Jerusalem. They 
contend the new prime minis¬ 
ter, by emphasizing terrorism, 
is trying to change the subject 
and put the onus on them for 
any breakdown in the peace 
process. 

The Israeli opposition con¬ 
tends Netanyahu may be 
engaging in the same diplo¬ 
matic sleight of hand as the 
last Likud leader, prime minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, who 
agreed to talks with Arab lead¬ 
ers “without preconditions" 
but sought to stall the outcome 
indefinitely. Ehud Barak, the 


former Labor foreign minister, 
mockingly called Netanyahu's 
proposals "a journey to the 
past.” 

But the new prime minister 
has made clear that he sees 
fighting terrorism as his top 
priority, one he will emphasize 
not only with the Palestinians 
but also in fils' dealings with 
Syria. In interviews this week, 
he accused Damascus of acting 
"as a terrorist state" and wag¬ 
ing indirect war against Israel 
through Palestinian extremist 
groups and Lebanese gunmen. 

Netanyahu equated the truck 
bombing of US soldiers in 
Saudi Arabia with a cross- 
border ambush of Israeli 
troops along the Jordan River 
earlier this week and said he 
hopes to enlist President Clin¬ 
ton in an effort to equate Syria 
with Iran and isolate Damas¬ 
cus diplomatically and eco¬ 
nomically next month when he 
pays his first call as prime 
minister at the White House. B 


Clean up world campaign to be 
held between 20-22 September 


THE FOURTH Annual Clean Up The 
World Campaign will be held be? 
tween 20-22 September. More than 40 
million people from 110 countries are 
participating in the event. Jordan, 
Egypt and Israel will also be taking 
part 

“As we move towards the start or the 
new millentainin it is essential we be¬ 
gin to make amends for the environ¬ 
mental atrocities we have inflicted on 
the earth over the course of recent hu¬ 
man history,” lan Kieman, chairman 
of the Clean Up the World Campaign. 
It is organized with the United Na¬ 


tions Environment Programme 
(UNEP). 

“Clean Up the World will strive to 
involve every country on earth by the 
year 2000 in (he largest community 
event ever staged in human history,” 
Mr Kieman said. This year's cam¬ 
paign was officially launched by Mr 
Kieman and the Australian Federal 
Minister for the Environment, Sena¬ 
tor Robert Hill, at the Australian Na¬ 
tional Maritime Museum. 

"The environment knows no boun¬ 
daries,” Mr Kieman said. "We share 
the same oceans and the same air— 


therefore it is essential we all take ac¬ 
tion to improve the state of our plan? 
eL We must ask ourselves what, kind 
of world we want to live hi - and what 
kind of environment We wish' to pass 
on to our children. 

Many nations have also -formed 
permanent organizations to work on 
• longer-term strategies to tackle envi¬ 
ronmental problems. Under, the ban* 
ner of EcoTeace, several countries :in 
the Middle East, including jordan. Is¬ 
rael and Egypt, are workin g together 
to improve the state of the multi- 
.bordered Gulf of Aqaba. B' 


By Hasan Ferhat 

THE OIL-RICH countries of the Middle 
East lag behind some of their more impov¬ 
erished neighbors in science and technol¬ 
ogy. according to a survey of science in 
the Arab world published by UNESCO, 
the United Nation Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organization. Both Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, which enjoy the 
region's highest per capita income, spend 
among the lowest proportions—0.22% and 
0.11%—of their national income on scien¬ 
tific research and development (R&D; 
Impoverished Egypt, in contrast emerges 
as the region's leader, spending 0.34% of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) on 
research and development. Jordan with no 
economic muscles to speak of comes sec¬ 
ond: it spends 0.24 percent. However, 
these figures pale when compared to the 
industrialized world average of two per¬ 
cent They are also significantly below the 
one per cent threshold level generally con¬ 
sidered to be the minimum acceptable pro¬ 
portion of GDP spent on research and 
development. 

Interestingly, the survey points out that 
science and technology were among the 
first areas to suffer budget cuts after the 
1991 Gulf War. R&D spending in Kuwait, 


Rich Arabs, poor science: 

UNESCO survey provides no cause for celebration 


for exam pie., dropped from 572million in 
1985—it was rising at a rate of 12% per 
year—to $47 million in 1992. The 
UNESCO survey notes that a majority of 
countries have invested 'sizeable financial 
resources' to develop a research infrastruc¬ 
ture. But. few. if any. are prepared to main¬ 
tain the required degree of investment that 
will bring results. 

In 1992, according to the survey, the 
Arab world spent $548 million on R&D, 
amounting to only 0.1 percent of the cumu¬ 
lative GDP for the Arab stales during the 
same year. 

Agriculture emerged as the dominant 
research field, with a total of 8S institu¬ 
tions in Arab states, involving 44%— 
around 6,400—of the region's researchers. 
Health comes next with 36 institutions 
having less than 1,000 researchers. Atomic 
energy emerges as the dominant field 
within the energy sector. 

Seven hundred researchers out of 1,500 


energy scientists arc engaged in nuclear 
energy research at 14 institutions within 
the Arab world. The nascent field of bio¬ 
technology comes bottom of the league, 
with only six research institutes engaging 
the services of less than 100 researchers 
devoted to gene technology in lhe entire 
Arab world. The survey's overall message 
of gloom was. nonetheless, tempered by 
news that the number of full-time research 
staff working in Arab countries has 
increased, from 11.900 in 1985 to 14.500 
in 1992. 

The proportion of research personnel 

qualified to doctoral level. Ph.D. also rose 
from 49% in 1985. to 54% in 1992, 'a 
development considered to be positive', 
notes Dr Subhi Qasem. who compiled the 
survey for UNESCO. Indeed, more than 
. half of the research staff in Sudan, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt possessed a mini¬ 
mum qualification of a Ph.D as did 45% of 
researchers in the Lebanon and 42% in 


Iraq. Egypt, nonetheless, emerged head- 
and-shoulders above all other 21 countries 
surveyed: Egypt spends $144 million on 
R&D. Sixty-three percent of its research 
workforce are qualified to PhD level or 
above. 

Egypt also has 19 percent of the Arab 
world's research and development institu¬ 
tions and more than 50 percent of its 
14.500 research staff. About 40 percent of 
them work in agriculture. But significant 
numhers work in other fields: 100 
researchers are employed in the petroleum 
field: and 300 in nuclear energy. Egypt 
also has the largest number of biotechnolo- 
gists in the region, a total of 50. In terms of 
the actual amount spent on R&D. Saudi 
Arabia's expenditure is $1.3 billion, almost 
10 times as much as Egypt's, though its 
800 research staff are thinly spread 
across a whole range of - disciplines. 
Agriculture andK water are the two 


biggest areas of inquiry. 

Sudan's $7 million is one of the lowest 
in the region, though it docs have 600 
research staff, divided equally among 
Ph.Ds and M.Scs. Iraq spends nearly one 
third of its $33 million R&D budgcL on 
agriculture, employing about 300 research¬ 
ers at M.Sc and Ph.D level. The National 
Date Pain research takes the second largest 
slice, with a budget of $1.6 million, 
employing 107 researchers which include 
26 Ph.Ds. Jordan's annual research budget 
of $13 million is spread among 320 
research staff. 

Most of Kuwait's 176 Ph.Ds are 
employed in petroleum research, followed 
by industrial economics and food technol¬ 
ogy. Libya has an R&D budget of $13 mil¬ 
lion. 20 percent of which is spent on seven 
animal feeding programs. Morocco which 
spends 0.22 percent of its gross domestic 
product emerges with 1300 researchers, 
including 400 Ph.Ds. on a research and 


development budget of $62 million. Sixty- 
onc Ph.Ds and 196 M.Scs work in agricul¬ 
ture. The survey notes that salaries for 
researchers remain among the lowest in the 
world and that short-term contract research 
is beginning to take hold, particularly in 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and Jordan. 
R&D is largely government-funded, 
though the money received is often less 
than-the amount budgeted, according to the 
survey.The survey, however, does not con¬ 
tain any information about scientific pub¬ 
lishing in the Arab world, nor does it indi¬ 
cate the quality of work being performed. 

It also acknowledges that the term 
’researcher' is not universally defined. A 
researcher in one country, for example,- 
could be considered a technician in another 
stale. The data were subjected lo a degree 
of verification, but were provided by the 
governments themselves.* 
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Dreamworks to launch hi-tech 
movies for the adventurous 


By Claudia Eller 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
- ' News Service 

HOLLYWOOD—After the ini¬ 
tial rash of mega-hype sur¬ 
rounding DreamWorks' launch 
nearly two years ago, Holly¬ 
wood .wondered whether the 
company would deliver the 
creative goods it boasted so 
loudly, h would. 

The answer is now emerging 
as- the closely watched studio 
venture formed in October 1994 
by Steven Spielberg. David 
Geffen and Jeffrey Kutzenbcrg 
has put its firsr slate of movies 
together. Despite the long pause 
before DreamWorks put its first 
film into production last month. 
Walter Parkes and Laurie Mac¬ 
Donald —the husband and wife 
running the studio's movie divi¬ 
sion—have been quietly assem¬ 
bling an eclectic group of pro¬ 
jects to be produced over the 
next 18 months. 

In effect, Che pair are carry¬ 
ing on the tradition of movies 
made by Spielberg's company 
Amblin Entertainment, which 
they headed for six months 
before the formation of 
DreamWorks. 

Parkes and MacDonald said 
DreamWorks is basically inter¬ 
ested in making two types of 
film: the higher-end "big idea" 
movie not unlike Amblin's cur¬ 
rent hit “Twister,” and the 
smaller scale, perhaps more 
controversial or edgy movie 
that often involves new talent 
behind and in front of the 
camera. 

"Where I don't think we’ll be 
that active is making just the 
genre comedy or the genre 
action picture," said Parkes, to 
which MacDonald added. 
"There are a lot of movies made 
where you know the upside, 
creatively or economically, is 
not tremendous and you' re just 
hoping it does OK. We're not 
in the business of doing that." 




mr" 


Jurassic Park, one of the many great movies of Steven Spielberg 


As is the case at Amblin. 
DreamWorks will not be mak¬ 
ing violent or exploitative 
movies, nor is it likely to deal 
with NC-17 rated material. 

Parkes said because Dream¬ 
Works is a company where pro¬ 
duction will drive distribution 
rather than the reverse— which 
is true of the major studios— 
"Wc won't be in a position to 
green light movies just to fill 
slots." 

Last month. DreamWorks 
began production on its first 
not i-ani mated movie. "The 
Peacemaker," a suspense 
thriller set in Russia starring 
George Clooney and Nicole 
Kidman. DreamWorks’ debut 
release will be in theaters next 
fall. 

Industry insiders and Dream¬ 
Works' rivals have been curi¬ 
ous about how committed 
Spielberg will be as a director 
to his own company since he’s 
free to make movies anywhere 
he chooses. 

According lo Spielberg, very 
committed. 

"I’d prefer to direct inside 
my own company Spielberg 
said. 


"Bui, my first choice is the 
material. I'm committed to 
directing where 1 can find ihe 
best scripts and novels. The 
play’s the thing." 

Spielberg, who is contractu¬ 
ally committed to DreamWorks 
for the next 10 years, said. "I 
give my best efforts to get co¬ 
productions going" if material 
happens io be at another studio. 

Such is the case with a pro¬ 
ject called “Saving Private 
Ryan" a Paramount movie to 
star Tom Hanks that Dream¬ 
Works is negotiating to co¬ 
produce. 

There are at least three other 
piojects (plus one "secret one") 
Spielberg has earmarked to 
direct for .DreamWorks after 
completing “Jurassic 11" this 
fall for Amblin/Univcrsal. 

DreamWorks' business plan 
is to produce two live action 
movies this year, four in 1997 
and a maximum of seven to 
nine by 1998. Additionally. 
Lherc will be one animated fea¬ 
ture every year or every other 
year, on which Parkes and 
MacDonald will oversee the 
initial development and Kat- 
zenberg and his learn will see 


through to completion. 

The company's aver¬ 
age production cost will 
be around S3S million, a 
bit more than the indus¬ 
try average of S36.4 mil¬ 
lion for a studio movie. 
DreamWorks, backed by 
MCA. billionaire Paul 
Allen, One World Media 
and smaller investors, 
finances its own produc¬ 
tion. marketing and 
movie distribution. 

While DreamWorks 
won’t be producing a 
slate the size of other 
major studios, its movie 
division is jn integral 
part of the business plan, 
which also calls for tele- 
r > r g vision production, music 

and interactive media. 

"TTie motion picture 
division is the most important 
part of the company for me." 
said Spielberg. "Because it's 
what 1 know and do best. It's 
my primary focus.” 

It is also the most cost- 
intensivc, notes Spielberg. 
"The commitment lo develop¬ 
ment and production is the 
biggest cost drain to any 
motion picture studio." 

Spielberg, whose Amblin 
movies have always been bank¬ 
rolled by studio money, admits 
to being a hit shocked the first 
time DreamWorks plunked 
down $1 million for a hook and 
$750,000 for a script. 

Spielberg works closely with 
Parkes and MacDonald in pick¬ 
ing the movies and he said he 
feels lucky to have filmmakers 
running the division. 

With their good looks and 
statuesque figures making them 
appear more like GQ models 
than studio executives, Parkes. 
45, and MacDonald. 42. have 
spent the last year fulfilling 
Amblin commitments while 
building DrcamWork's first 
slate of pictures. 

Unlike most Hollywood stu¬ 


dios. DreamWorks—still 

housed in Amblin’s Pueblo- 
style headquarters on Univer¬ 
sal's back lot—prides itself on 
its non-corporate environment. 
Among its other distinctions. 
. the company has com mi Lied to 
giving writers and animators 
unprecedented profit participa¬ 
tion on their movies. 

“It's also j company ihat 
hopefully reflects the realities 
of our business in this decade, 
which means that there's less 
bureaucratic distance between 
divisions.” said Parkes, whose 
credits as a writer or producer 
include "War Games," "Awak¬ 
enings." "Sneakers" and True 
Believer." 

Parkes added that, “It’s been 
my experience that at most stu¬ 
dios, the TV and motion picture 
departments rarely communi¬ 
cate." He noted that "There arc 
three owners who arc literally 
here and there’s dear and con¬ 
cise communication between 
everybody." 

Ideas, rather than star pack¬ 
ages. arc what DreamWorks is 
banking on to drive its movies, 
which helps explain why it took 
the company so long to get its 
first production going. Dream¬ 
Works had no backlog of devel¬ 
opment lo tup. 

“We are less likely to be a 
company that just picks up 
something out of turnaround or 
buys a high-profile script.’’ 
explained MacDonald, suggest¬ 
ing that DreamWorks would 
finance production on a higher 
percentage of projects it devel¬ 
ops than most studios. 

While DreamWorks' maiden 
slate may look good on paper, 
Spielberg cautions: “The slate 
looks interesting and compelling 
to me. but we all have to wait 
and see how ii turns out. I've 
learned over the years not to 
attach my hopes on anything." 


Adding grit to modern novels 

Welsh is an up-to-date documentation of inner city decay, modem morality 

and depression-ridden coming-of-age 


By Dennis Romero 

LA Times - Washing ton Post 
News Sen-ice 

IN IRVINE Welsh we have one 
of the rawest writers to appear 
on the scene since the Beats of 
the '50s, the New Journalists of 
the ’60s and the Realists of the 
‘80s. 

His gritty style is so new— a 
sort of literary hip-hop. Critics 
have been stumbling over each 
other to offer a cultural context 
for h/s work ("voice of the 
ghetto,” “poet laureate of the 
chemical generation." "the 
chronicler of the ecstasy gener¬ 
ation") and to compare him to 
someone familiar (William 
Burroughs seems to hit the key¬ 
board most). 

Welsh, 37. is an up-to-date 
documentarian of inner-city 
decay, modern morality and 
■ depression-ridden coming-of- 
age. His style is physically 
detailed, phonetically literal 
and internally logical. “I think 
what you can’t make up is that 
cultural context." he says. “I 
like to feel as if I’m kind of 
immersed in the culture." 

But one thing makes Welsh 
.stand out even more: He’s 
Scottish. His youth terrain 
revolves around the ghettos of 
Scotland—a new heroin hot 
zone for Europe. 

It is ironic, in a way, that it 
lakes a Scotsman to show us 
the depths of urban life, the 
logic of drug abuse, the reasons 


for criminal being and even the 
politics behind a new genera¬ 
tion of youth culture. That’s 
what Welsh does in "Trainspot¬ 
ting." his firsi novel out now in 
paperback and soon to be 
released in the United States as 
a motion picture from Miramax 
(directed by Danny Boyle, it 
opens coast to coast July 19). 

"The modem novel seems to 
be very much rooted in this 
middle-class, self-conscious lit¬ 
erary tradition," Welsh says io 
a phone call from his native 
Edinburgh, where he's visiting 
from his new home in Amster¬ 
dam. "When I first started writ¬ 
ing I thought it wouldn’t really 
appeal to anyone because the 
audience 1 was writing to 
didn’t really read books." 

His working-class point of 
view might be a fresh addition 
io the American bookshelf. "In 
America, when so many young 
writers are coming out of Ivy 
League colleges, they’re writ¬ 
ing from a position of relative 
comfort," says Steven Daly, a 
Scots author and journalist 
based in New York. "That’s 
why there's such a relative 
immediacy to his stuff here." 

The success of 'Trainspot¬ 
ting" in Europe both as book fit 
has sold several hundred thou¬ 
sand copies) and movie (the 
buzz of the Cannes Film Festi¬ 
val, it's the second biggest 
box-office hit in British his¬ 
tory) has made Welsh a taste- 
maker. "In the same W3y that 


somebody can take hold of the. 
public cultural imagination in 
the way Quentin Tarantino has 
done in America," Daly says, 
“that's what Irvine Welsh has 
done in Britain." 

Welsh has already emerged 
as a thoughtful voice about 
drug culture, both doubting 
legal double standards and tout¬ 
ing psychedelics: “They'll 
always be there." 

‘Trainspotting"—named for 
the sport of watching trains, but 
perhaps metaphorically refer¬ 
ring to the vein-spotting of opi¬ 
ate addicts—documents the 
party-hardy, couch-surfing, 
pub-crawling lives of a cast of 
youths-on-lhe-dole and their 
attempts to self-destruct, 
mainly via heroin. ( “Ye see the 
misery ay the world as it is." 
Welsh writes, "and yc cannae 
anaesthetise yirscl against it." 
The plot moves through the 
eyes of a handful of hooligans 
—Rents the smartass. Begbie 
the bully and Sick Boy the 
womanizer—as they try to 
make a quick buck (gambling, 
drug dealing, welfare fraud) so 
they can stuff their veins with 
liquid death, travel to London 
on holiday or. better, move far. 
far away. 

Despite its working-class 
milieu and high readability (if 
you can get through the Edin¬ 
burgh street dialect), the novel 
employs the most sophisticated 
of literary techniques. Welsh 
uses point of view like a good 


club deejay slices from song lo 
song: The narrator becomes 
each main character chapter by 
chapter and takes the reader 
into the most intimate comets 
of life—even the bathroom. 

“I'm interested in the whole' 
idea of physical writing." 
Welsh says. "I think fiction is 
too cerebral." 

Welsh seems to play to the 
attention this all brings to him. 
becoming a chameleon of iden¬ 
tities, shifting around like his 
own narrative. 

He says' he's 37. The police 
in Glasgow, after arresting him 
recently for a little beer- 
inspired rowdiness, report he's 
44. One day he's a working- 
class kid from the Edinburgh 
projects. (“When you got out., 
you were aware you had a 
working-class accent.” he says. 
"1 went to one of the crappy 
schools in the city.") The next 
day we discover he holds an 
MBA from Heriol-Wait Uni¬ 
versity in Edinburgh. 

One day he is coy and reluc¬ 
tant about his drug history 
('There was a time when 1 
thought things were spinning 
out of control," he says), the 
next he plays to the bad-boy 
writer role, partying hardy. 

And while the structure 
behind "Trainspotting" is intri¬ 
cate. Welsh says his storytell¬ 
ing is rooted in his time writing 
reports as a work-a-dav cog for 
the local government in 
Edinburgh. 


"I didn’t have any formal 
training to write." he says. "I 
was son of an impostor, 
because so many people I know 
who are writers have gone to 
writers groups for years. J 
didn’t have any of that." 

His ‘Trainspotting’’ charac¬ 
ters listen to post-punk music, 
have a punk sensibility and 
never once attend a modem. 
3ll-night rave parry. But Welsh 
soaks up the connection some 
make between him and the new 
generation of rebellion in Eng¬ 
land that orbits around the 
dance music culture rooted in 
raving. 

"What happened with the 
wlwle rave culture was people 
started to interact again and 
started talking to each other," 
he says enthusiastically. "There 
are classless raves across all 
dimensions." 

“I think there is that same 
kind of idea of disaffected and 
excluded generation as there is 
in America ” he says, "but in 
Britain it's really more centered 
around rave culture." 

"Trainspotting" rocked a 
British literati used to staid and 
seif-refcrcntial writing. It has 
made Welsh the leader of a 
new school of grit-lit coming 
out of Scotland. 

"What impresses most about 
the story (and indeed all of 
Welsh’s work) is its fierce, 
uncompromising morality," 
writes Jonathan Coe in the Sun¬ 
day Times of London. ■ 
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Power , passion drive 
Lollapalooza Headliner 
Metallica into action 



By Robert Hilbum 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 

KANSAS CITY, USA—Maybe they should 
rename this summer's Lollapalooza tour the 
"Why-apalooza” tour. “Why” is certainly the 
word tiiar organizers of the rock extrava¬ 
ganza heard repeatedly leading up to Thurs¬ 
day’s start of the 25-ciiy tour on 65 acres of 
the normally tranquil park grounds along 
Longview Lake, about a half-hour's dr he 
south of here. 

For the first five years of Lollapalooza. 
the competition was between the bands. As 
the sixth annual tour began before an esti¬ 
mated 20,000 fans in punishing. 90-dcgree 
heat, the issue wasn’t so much how the 
bands were doing, but the credibility of Lol- 
iapalooza itself. 

Many fans have asked why tour org,mix¬ 
ers—who in the past have focused primarily 
on alternative rock acts—selected Metallica. 
which came out of the rival heavy-metal 
genre, to headline this year's shows. 

And why set up concerts on isolated fields 
rather than simply use conventional venues'.' 
Why not more diversity on the bill—more 
women, more hip-hop acts? 

And why aren’t tickets selling better on 
some stops on the tour? (Capacity for Thurs¬ 
day’s show was between 35.000 and 
40.000.) 

"The idea of Lollapalooza was never to be 
a showcase for the alternative rock radio for¬ 
mat," Marc Geiger, a iour‘ co-founder, said 
backstage Thursday. "We wanted to defy 
formats and present great bands that chal¬ 
lenged mainstream sensibilities." 

In the past, he said. Lollapalooza pre¬ 
sented mostly alternative rock artists because 
they-were the ones who most lived up to the 
festival goals. But the vitality of that scene, 
he believes, has waned. 

"The alternative scene has been stagnant 
the last couple of years—imitation acts just 
feeding off the energy and imagination of 
Nirvana and others.” Geiger said. 

'That’s not the case with Metallica. This 
is a great band with immense credibility, and 
if that shakes some people up. then all the 
better, because it’s good to be a little 
controversial.” 

Geiger also had answers for most of the 
other questions: Artists prefer the greater fan 
energy of outdoor, general-admission shows. 
... Organizers tried to book some women, 
including PJ Harvey, for the tour, and had 
hoped the rap group the Wu-Tang Clan 
could have been on more than a few dates. 

But he could not explain the spotty ticket 
sales for the tour, whose main-stage lineup 
also includes Soundgarden. the Ramones, 
Rancid, the Screaming Trees, the Shaolin 
Monks (a martial arts troupe that was unable 
to appear here because of immigration prob¬ 
lems), Psychotica and, the inaugural show's 
special guest, the any. ethereal Cocteau 
Twins. 

“1 just don't know, and it's doubly puz 
zling because we are doing fabulous busi 
ness in some cities ... 32,000 in Rockford. 
III. in 35 or 40 minutes ... 25.000 in New 
York, where we’ve added a second show, 
he said. "The only thing we can figure out is 
that we (angered) alternative people by put 
ting Metallica on the bill. But. I have no 
regrets. 1 am proud of the 
Lollapalooza has evolved. 

Some musicians backstage 
agreed. 

‘To me. the idea of 
Metallica 
headlining 
makes per¬ 
fect sense," 
said Chris 
Cornell, 
lead singer 
of Sound- 
garden and 
one of the 


respected figures in alternative rock. "For 
one thing, they are a great band, but ihey'Jl 
also bring in a lot of new people uo Lollapa¬ 
looza), and you can turn on that audience to 

interesting new things they might otherwise 
never hear... like the Cocteau Twins." 
Momenrs later on stage. Cornell had fun 

with the Metallica controversy. 

At the end of his band's set. he stared out 
at the crowd and spoke sarcastically about 
how bummed everybody must he. having to 
look forward to Metallica closing (he >lio\v 

The crowd, most ni which had been stand¬ 
ing in the scorching sun for more than >e \cn 
hours, let out a huge roar—both, it seemed, 
for Soundgarden's radium set and lor (he 
pending arrival of Metallica. v.liose new 
"Load" album had been the nation’s No 1 
seller for three weeks. 

The afternoon'.', earlier hands bad aJl 
played solidly, but none came close to the 
electrifying, career-launching (much of key 
supporting Lollapaloo/.i sets over the u\ir» 
by such acts as Nine Inch Nails and Rage 
Against the Machine. 

But Soundgarden brought the audience 
alive with a bold, self-assured pcrlorm.mce 
that ended w-ith "Blow Up the Outside 
World." It's a Bcatlcs-c.sqite tale »»i anxious 
self-affirmation on ilic new "Down on the 
Upside” album—a song that demonstrates 
Cornell's increasing maturity as a writer. 

Returning to live shows after a three-year 
break. Metallica seemed iiispireJ by the 
debate over whether it belongs on the tour 
Midway during the group's ^n-mimiie 
assault, complete with enough fireworks and 
other flashy effects to make KISS emious. 
lead singer James Heitield couldn't resist 
poking more fun at (lie hoopla caused by his 
band’s booking. 

"Everybody out there OK'.'" he asked ihe 
crowd w-ith mock concern. "Not seated, arc 
you 7” 

He was apparently relerriny to concerns 
raised in some quarters before the tour about 
hordes of Metal lion's aggressive fans rough¬ 
ing up the supposedly more mild-mannered 
alternative rock crowd. 

As it turned out. the tans coexisted nicely 
as they listened to the music from the main 
stage, sampled nearly a du/en oilier hands on 
secondary stages (including Ruby. Ben Folds 
Five and Girls Against Boysi and browsed 
arts and crafts booths. This year. tw. Lollup- 
alooza features a fun zone complete with 
Ferris wheel, carnival games and such side¬ 
show attractions as—we are promised, in the 
great PT Bamum tradition—a woman who 
lives despite having lost her head in a car 
accident. 

But it was. as always, the music that 
defined the marathon event, and Metallica. 
images and marketing labels aside, played 
with u power and passion that forged a Kin¬ 
ship with the metal or industrial sides of 
such previous I.ollapaloo/a standouts as 
Ministry and Rage 

Against the Machine. 



Women in the Middle East 


Human rights under attack 



By Lam is Nasser 

Special to The Star 

WOMEN RIGHTS abuses arc seldpm 
tackled in the Middle East. Amnesty 
International seeks to put the record 
straight. Titled Women in ihe Middle 
East — Human Rights Under Attack, the 
report tackles many issues relating to 
this part of the world. The report focuses 
on one of the slogans adopted by the 
Fourth World Conference on Women 
held in Beijing, China in 1995 on 
Women s Rights are Human Rights. Tl)is 
implies that women’s rights to equality, 
development, and peace, the themes of 
women issues are unattainable wiihout 
respect for women’s fundamental rights. 

Recognizing that human rights are 
indivisible and interdependent. Amnesty 
International worked to promote all the 
human rights ensured in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, including 
women’s rights. 

The DN Convention on the Elimina¬ 
tion of Discrimination Against Women 


calls for "the universal application to 
women of the rights and principles with 
regard io equality, security, liberty, 
integrity and dignity of human persons.” 

Women and men's rights arc protected 
by international law, yet in Middle East¬ 
ern countries, as elsewhere in the world, 
women are suffering a wide range of 
human rights violations and abuses. 
Women's human rights are pnder attack 
across the Middle East. In the violence 
of wars and conflicts, women are killed, 
taken hostage, raped, and driven from 
their homes. In peace, they are impris¬ 
oned and tortured for being related to 
political prisoners. 

This report is published as part of 
Amnesty International’s 1995 campaign 
to protect and promote women's rights 
around the world. The report covers 17 
countries in the Middle East, calling on 
these countries’ governments and armed 
political groups to listen to the voices of 
women—voices that are too often 
silenced by repression and 
discrimination. 


The report consists of five sections: 
An introduction giving an overview of 
women's situation in several countries of 
the Middle East: secondly, a section on 
women and conflict, highlighting the 
tragic consequences for women living 
under occupation when their fundamen¬ 
tal rights are devalued, ignored, and vio¬ 
lated. The third reveals the plight of 
women activists; fourthly, on “women 
at risk” referring to those women who 
are considered guilty by association. 
These are the wives, sisters, mothers, or 
daughters of detained or exiled political 
activists. The fifth section cites 14 rec¬ 
ommendations aiming at defending and 
promote women’s human rights. 

The report establishes that women in 
the Middle East are speaking out for 
their rights. They are campaigning 
against human rights violations, working 
to raise awareness of human rights, and 
organizing themselves to defend human 
and women’s rights. 

In Lebanon, Widad Hilwani was pro¬ 
pelled into activity by personal tragedy, 


after her husband disappeared. She 
helped establish an organization to 
search for thousands of women and men 
who went missing during the 1975-1990 
civil war. 

In the Occupied Territories. Maysoon 
A1 Wahavdi set up "the Committee of 
Mothers in Solidarity with Political Pris¬ 
oners” after her daughter Abir A1 
Wahaydi was held a political prisoner. 

Suha Al Barghouti founded the Com¬ 
mittee to “End Administrative Deten¬ 
tion" after her husband was administra¬ 
tively detained. 

In Morocco, women relatives of politi¬ 
cal prisoners helped establish the "Asso¬ 
ciation of the Families of the Disap¬ 
peared", political prisoners, martyrs, and 
exiles. 

in Egypt, Dr Susan Fay ad runs "El 
Nadim Center for the Management and 
Rehabilitation of Victims of Violence" 
established in I99^tp help women, men 
and children who arc-victims of torture, 
rape, domestic violence and child 
banering. 


Another woman. Dr Aida Saif A! 
Dawwlaft heads the "New Woman 
Research Center" which deals with vio¬ 
lence against women, rape, and other 
women’s issues. 

In Tunisia, women signed a petition 
in 1994 calling on the authorities to 
respect freedom of expression. 

In Sudan, women protested against 
the executions that took place in !9 y ri. 

In Algeria, Bahrain, and Iraq, women 
hove demonstrated lor human rights. 

In the last section. Amnesty interna¬ 
tional makes the following recommends 
the following to curb such violations: 
This include: 

■ Recognize that women’s rights ara 
universal and indivisible. 

■ Ratify and implement international 
treaties for the protection of human 
rights 

■ Eradicate discrimination which 
denies women's human rights. 1 

■ Safeguard women's rights during 
armed conflict. 

■ Stop rape, sexual abuse and other 
torture and ill-treatment by government 
agents. 

■ Prevent "disappearances" and extra 
judicial executions by government 
agents and compensate the victims. 

■ Stop persecution of family mem¬ 
bers and connections. 
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Jordan’s Fourth 
Theatre Festival 
kicks off 

• Jordan's Founh Theater 
Festival was opened last 
Monday. The opening 
ceremony was attended by 
HRH Prince Ghazi. 
representative of HM King 
Hussein, speaker or the Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmed 
A1 Lawzi, Minister of Culture. 
Abraed AJ Qudah. Minister of 
Youth. Mohammad 

Dawoudieb and a number of 
Jordanian dramatists and 
artists. 



Writing 

By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 

T his time it is music 
which will be speak¬ 
ing while the singer 
remains silent. While 
many festivals are taking 
place this summer. Marcel 
Khali feh. the well-known 
Lebanese singer and compos¬ 
er. tiptoed in Amman to 
present an unexpectedly mu¬ 
sic collection played on the 
Arabic lute. It was tilled Ja- 
da! t Argument). 

Always known for songs 
that carry a nationalist spirit, 
Khalifeh’s Jadal is devoted to 
music itself. He wants music 
to speak for itself, in a style 
that appeals more to the mind 
rather than the heart. 

This new kind of composi¬ 
tions seek to reshape the mu¬ 
sical tastes of people. His mu¬ 
sic creates a sophisticated 
rhythm which comes out as a 
result of an argument between 
two lute players—the old and 
the modem. Last week, he 
held two concerts in Phila¬ 
delphia cinema, organized by 
the Jordan River Design. 

Since Arabic music, unlike 
Arabic song, lacks a specific 
history'. Khalifch aspires to 
establish by his Jadal a histo¬ 
ry of Arabic music. He said 
that in the past, specifically 
before 600 years, the Arab 
world used to have great mu¬ 
sicians like Zeryab who had 
a musical school named after 
him. 

Since then. Arabic music 


Marcel Khalifeh 

the history of Arabic music 


stopped 

de- 

veloping 


which 

de- 

prived 

Arab 

culture from a 

deeply 

em- 

bedded• 

tradi- 

tion. 

"We 

want to estab- 

lish a 

new 

history 

for 

Arabic 

mu- 

sic." he said. 


As expect¬ 
ed. during a 
press confer¬ 
ence. Khali¬ 
feh answered 
questions of 
why he is 
seeking to 
limit himself 
to this kind of 
music espe¬ 
cially at a 

lime when people need to be 
shown the right direction. 
Khalifeh explained that this 
new experience is not separ¬ 
ate from his old songs but it 
is. on the contrary, a continu¬ 
ation. "I agree that music is 
abstract but deep down it is 
expressive of the everyday 
rhythms of our life." he said. 

"We come to Amman to 
present something quiet, and 
though the place will be 
smaller, it will open new hori¬ 
zons in the minds of people 
who are required to think 
about what they hear and not 
be overwhelmed by it." he 
added. 

Khalifeh's Jadal is unique. 
It seeks to create that kind of 



conflict between the compos¬ 
er and the player on the one 
hand and the different styles 
of playing on Lhe other. It is 
about two Arabic lute players, 
one performs a modem piece 
and the other an old one. This 
kind of argument results in a 
conflict and "not a dialogue." 
"The conflict we arc talking 
about will eventually generate 
new ideas and tastes" he said. 
He added that “we use the fa¬ 
miliar to move into a more 
"fertile" and unfamiliar mu¬ 
sic." 

Answering a question on 
how. Jadal represented Leba¬ 
non in the post-war era. Khal¬ 
ifeh told The Star that war is 
still on. The peace that ex¬ 


ists now is fragile not only in 
Lebanon but also in the rest of 
the Arab countries." Music 
can not be translated into a lit¬ 
erary text because music in it¬ 
self is a distinct language, he 
added. 

Khalifeh criticized the de¬ 
cline of musical tastes that ex¬ 
ist today. He said that we 
must be careful about the kind 
of music and singing we 
present on TV or Radio. 
“What we listen to is not fit to 
be aired; it is better presented 
in night clubs.” He added that 
the bad songs we he3r and 
watch everyday are merely 
pollution that disturbs our 
hearing and confuse our 
sights. 

Khalifeh was horn in 1950 
in the Lebanese city of Am- 
shcet. He studied the Arabic 
lute in the National Conser¬ 
vatory of Beirut. In 1972. he 
formed a group called A [fi¬ 
shed which set the base for 
A1 Mayadeen group that con¬ 
tinued to be one of the most 
influential around the globe. 
He composed the music for 
the Karakala dancing troupe 
in an aticmpL to develop what 
can only be described as an 
“oriental ballet,” Some of his 
compositions include Songs of 
Ahmed Al Arabi. Songs of the 
East and the Symphony of Re¬ 
turn. Khalifeh was accompa¬ 
nied by the Arabic lute player. 
Sfrarpel Rohan. Ruq player 
Ali A! Khateeb and Abud Al 
Sa'di, a guitarist. ■ 


Arab culture enhanced from Paris 


AMMAN (Star)—Presenting 
the cultural lace of the Arab 
world has been basic to the 
establishment of the Arab 
World Institute tlnstitut du 
Monde Arabet in Paris. The 
institute has a wide 
membership including 21 



Arab countries besides 
France. Each year, it holds on 
its premises, near Notre-Dame 
cathedral, a large number of 
cultural activities highlighting 
the Arab heritage. 

On his visit to Jordan last 
week. Mr Camille Cabana. 

the head of 
the institute 
and a 
special 
envoy of 
the French 
President 
Jacques 
Chirac, 
said "next 
year 
between 
March and 
September 
it will be 
Jordan’s 


turn to display to the world its 
cultural production." Cabana, 
who has been appointed a 
director of the institute seven 
months ago. said he visits 
Jordan frequently because this 
country has shown much 
enthusiasm in supporting the 
institute's activities and 
budget. 

Cabana briefed the press 
last week on the upcoming 
activities in France. He said 
there will be three events, the 
first of which is a plastic art 
exhibition of Jordanian artists. 
The exhibition will be held in 
the Paris Municipality and 
sponsored by HM Queen and 
Mrs Bernadette Chirac. The 
second . activity includes 
Jordanian handicrafts and 
traditional clothes. 

The last activity will 


concentrate on the history of 
Jordan showing Jordanian 
antiques besides the • new 
French technology in this 
field. "This event is unique 
because it combines, along 
with the originality of the 
past. the innovative 
techniques of the present." 
said Cabana. 

Cabana explained that his 
visit'is aimed to prepare for 
next year's events in Paris. He 
wanted to settle down some 
financial problems concerning 
the transport of the antiques to 
France and the kind and size 
of these antiques. Mr Cabana 
delivered a message to HM 
King Hussein from President 
Chirac. Thai was in addition 
to several meetings with 
Jordanian officials. ■ 






Performing magic by natural means 


By Harry Pullens 

Special to The Star 

T he British-born illusionist Alan 
Shaxon is one of the top 10 
after-dinner acts in the world 
according to Lhe British magic 
magazine. Abracadabra. He has 
placed his audience far beyond his 
illusions by his remarkable 
performance. 

In his performance at the Forte 
Grand Hotel within the British week. 
Shaxon put his audience in a state of 
perpetual astonishment taking them 
beyond the ordinary- course of nature. 
Spectators were seen rubbing off their 
eyes again and again as if the sight in 
front of them was a work of 
imagination. The show left them in a 
deep awe as they tried continually to 
renew their amazement at his acts. 

Shaxon's performance added a 
special flavour to the British week 
which ended recently. This conjuror, 
recognized by many Jordanians from 
one of Mr Bean shows, tilled 'Mr 
Bean Goes to Town' can be said to be 
as good a comedian as a conjuror. He 
proved himself as a comedian with 
his excellent sense of humor which 
constantly aroused wild laughter. 

Looking back in time. Shaxon 
explained that his earliest interest in 
magic started at the age of S. He 
performed his first magic act at the age 
of 12. He told The Star that, since 
boyhood he had kept reading books on 
magic when he was supposed lo do his 
homework. 

Shaxon said, “magic makes people 
sec what is not happening, there's 
nothing supernatural about my magic." 
He added that it is n magic which is 
done by natural means, and since 
people like to be fooled. 1 have fun 
doing it." 

For those who must have wondered 


about his preternatural 
performance, he explained that. I.' 

"if people think iL is something ] 
else, that means I'm doing ft J 
rather well." 

Shaxon who talked about his ; 
achievements in a modest way. i 
has not the least aura of | 
self-importance around | 

himself. -He is currently a Gold [ 

Star member of the exclusive [ >• 

Inner Magic Circle, and a [ ^ ■ 
recognized authority on things j 
magical. 

This experienced entertainer ] 
is of an engaging personality I 
described to have lifted the art : 

of magic to new heights of 1 _ 

sophisticated illusion. His first 
major public appearance was in David 
Nixon TV shows at the age of 24. 
about 38 years ago. 

"After this TV show. 1 got several 
phone calls and was given many 
offers. It would have been my hobby, 
but since I'm getting paid for it. it has 
become my work. 1 have ever since 
been on over IU0 TV shows in 
different countries.” said Shaxon. 

Besides giving lectures and 

performing for his fellow magicians in 
Europe and America, he has also 

written two books on magic which he 
described as exclusive and too 
technical for a layman. In his 
impressive career which has spanned 
over several decades, he has been 

nominated as ‘lecturer of the Year' 

and ‘Visiting Magician of the Year" at 
the famous Magic Casilc in 
Hollywood. 

The illusionist said, as a child his 
idol was Robert Harbin, the once 
well-known British magician. “He was 
always my idol when 1 was a bov. I 
eventually cot to work with him".' he 
said. "I was fortunate to have inherited 
most of his tricks and equipment.” 



Shaxon is a member of a theatrical 
family. His two daughters, who once 
assisted him on stage, work in show 
business and arc married to people in 
the same field. 

His wide repertoire, ranging from 
large scale illusions to the more 
intimate realms of close-up magic, has 
enabled him to devise special 
presentations for small and large 
occasions. 

When asked about the secret of his 
magic, he said that. "If we give away 
the secret, there's no mystery left. But 
my wife Ann. whom 1 have married 
for nearly 40 years and who has 
assisted me on-stage all the time, is 
the only one who knows the secret.” 
he said. 

Though the presentation of Shaxon 
is looked upon as classy and amusing, 
it is suitable for any occasion, 
whatever the condition. As a result of 
this unique distinction, he has been 
able to perform at most or the world’s 
leading hotels and has appeared bv 
Royal command at Buckingham 
Palace on four different occasions. ■ 


Royal EFFEM 
introduced to the market 




Abber Abd Al Raheem and Maria Bianconi { right) 

TROY TRADING Ltd company has lately introduced to the local 
market the new Italian cosmetic*. Royal EFFEM. On this occa¬ 
sion. the company held a reception at the InterContinental Hotel 
last Sunday. The meeting was attended by the General manager of 
Troy Ltd. A beer Abd Al Raheem. the Italian Commercial At¬ 
tache in Jordan. Maria Bianconi and a large number of Jordanian 
ladies. 

At the beginning of the reception. Al Raheem gave a glimpse 

about this new cosmet¬ 
ics. This was followed 
by u detailed exposi¬ 
tion of the new com¬ 
pound. It was said that 
Royal EFFEM con¬ 
tains natural and re¬ 
freshing oils, several 
vitamins. UVA and 
UVB fillers in addition 
lo olive oil which pro¬ 
tects the skin from the 
sun-rays. Using an au¬ 
dio-visual explanation. 
Mr Marwan Kheir. an 
expert in cosmetics, 
highlighted the way 
Royal EFFEM is used. 
A draw on Lhe invita¬ 
tion cards concluded 
the event. ■ 


American folklore 
in Jordan 

AMERICAN 
FOLKLORE art¬ 
ists Saul Broudy 
and Bob Green 
come to Amman 
on 10-11 July to 
deliver America's 
favorite original 
musical selections 
in a performance 
titled "The Roots 
of American Cul¬ 
ture." 

With more than 
40 years of experi¬ 
ence. Broudy and 
Green perform 
classic blues, 
country, bluegrass 
and other tradi¬ 
tional and contem¬ 
porary forms of 

grassroots A men- Thc j, )/kloric singer Saul Broudy 
can music. 

With dozens nf 

recordings and hundreds of performances between them, you'll be 
taken back into the rich history of American folklore from where 
their special brand of music originates. 

Students of Yannouk University in Irbid can see Broudy and 
Green on Wednesday, in July at 2:00 pnt. 

In Amman. Broudy and Green will perform an outdoor concert 
at the American Embassy on Thursday. II July at 7:0U pm co¬ 
sponsored by the Fulbright Commission and the Marriott Hold. ■ 




ER and Friends 
premiere on Orbit 

THE ORBIT Satellite Television and Radio Network will he bring¬ 
ing its viewers thc tvso top-rated prime lime shows from America, 
premiering on 4 July, lhe situation comedy Friends and the hospi¬ 
tal drama ER can he seen exclusively on America Plus, every 
Thursday at 5:00 pm GMT and 7:00 pm GMT respectively. 

Friends is a half-hour, sophisticated comedy which explores the 
responsibilities that came with working and living in New York 
city. Thc bright and beautiful Monica ipljycd by Courteney Cox), 
her rich roommate Rachel, her divorced brother Ross, his woman¬ 
izing roommate Joey iMult LcRIanc from Melrose Place), and 
the eternal visitor, sweet hut flaky Phoebe, are the protagonists 
whose careers ( or tack oft and love lives provide hilarious look at 
adulthood. The comedy looks at the anxieties and absurdities of a 
group of friends in their twenties where everything is possibly pos¬ 
sible..with each other's friendship. 

ER take*. a fairly dillerent tack, featuring the life and death deci¬ 
sions which must be taken in a hospital's emergency room and the 
stressful, but rewarding, career which affects the equally compli¬ 
cated private lives of its professionals, in and out of thc hospital 
wards. This one-hour drama, created by the Harvard Medical 
School graduate, but better known novelist and filmmaker Michael 
Crichton, has been Lhe highest-rated drama in the US for two 
years, capturing the attention of over 30 million viewers. 

It is the dedicated passion of the family man Dr Mark Greene 
(Anthony Edwards), handsome Dr Douglass Ross (George Cloo¬ 
ney from Baby Talk), tough and talented Dr Susan Lewis, difficult 
Nurse Hathaway. Medical «tudcnt John Carter, and cocky surgical 
resident Dr Peter Benton (who can handle any emergency ..just 
about!), which demonstrate how to make the most of the prevalent 
chaos in an urban, public hospital emergency room. ■ 



'Dave! Ain’t that your horse that kid 
is messin’ with?" _ 
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“Well, Red Cloud, K Just so happens I did go ask the 
chief! ...A bear daw necklace is a symbol of honor — 
a Grizzly Adams fingernail necklace Is not!" 






The perils of improper eliding. 
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“So, Professor Sadowsky, you're saying that your 
fellow researcher. Professor LazzelL, knowing full well 
that baboons consider eye contact to be threatening, 
handed you this hat on that fateful day you emerged 
from your Serengetl campsite.” 


Exhibitions 

■ An exhibition titled Heu- 
reux Dimanche, at The 
French Cultural Center, 
continues till 

20 July 

■ Ceramics 
exhibition, at 
Jordan De¬ 
sign and 
trade Cen¬ 
ter, contin¬ 
ues till 25 
July 

■ Abstract 
plastic art 
exhibition by Arab women 
artists, at Baladna Art Gal¬ 


lery, ends today 

Films 

■ Danton. at the French 
Cultural Center, starts 8 
July, Monday at 
8 pm 

■ The Silver 
Chair, at the 

British Cultu¬ 
ral Center, 9 
July, Tuesday at 
5 pm 

■ The Merry 
Mishaps of Mr 
Bean, at die 
British Cultu¬ 
ral Center, 10 July, Wednes¬ 
day at 7 pm 
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After thousands of years, the world is on the verge of having a truly international language 

Why English? Because it works 


The sun has long since set on the British Empire, but it is a 
different story for the language of that empire. English is expand¬ 
ing its reach in dramatic fashion. Using the channels of business 
and cyberspace, the language is breaking free—and breaking 
over—cultural barriers 


By Sally Weeks 

(OR THE FIRST time in the history of 
civilization, we appear to be on the 
verge of having a genuine world 
language. 

The spread of English tliroughout 
the planet has become an 
unprecedented linguistic phe¬ 
nomenon, “unique in the histo¬ 
ry of the world,” says Braj B. 

Kachru, recognized interna- 
tionally as one of the foremost author¬ 
ities on the use of English. 

No matter whose statistics one be¬ 
lieves, it is clear that English now has 
more non-native speakers than native 
ones. Some estimates put the ratio at 
four-to-one in favor of the non-native 
speaker. It is a trend that often sparks 
debate—a debate fraught with emo¬ 
tions, political views and economic in¬ 
terests so intense that they have cloud¬ 
ed recognition of what’s truly going on 
out there in the linguistic world. 

What’s happening is that English in¬ 
deed is becoming the international lan¬ 
guage—except that now it’s “English¬ 
es,” says Kachru, editor of a series of 
books utled Englisk in the Global Con- 
tad. In a number of countries English 
has become virtually a local language. 
It often becomes a tool for different lan¬ 
guage factions within a nation to com¬ 
municate effectively among themselves. 

To Kachru, the use of English in 
Asian, African and Caribbean literatures 


Online is monolingual 

Will Java 
unlock 
the Net? 


Fy Francis Pisani 

gush is the undisputed king in 
cyberspace—at least for the mo¬ 
ment When, how and if this situ¬ 
ation will change is a subject of 
speculation. 

“A lingua franca is needed, just 
as it is needed for airplane pilots, and 
until Esperanto becomes popular 1 sus¬ 
pect that English will continue to hold 
hs -present positionwrites Donald 
Fangler, professor of Russian literature 
at Harvard University. 

Fangler is one of 35 Internet users 
in a number of countries who were in¬ 
formally polled in June about 
their view of English’s domi- 
l nance. “The Internet only re- 
1 fleets the state of the world,” 
answered Roland Cayrol, a 
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offers proof that the language is taking 
root and becoming a vehicle for die ex¬ 
pression oflocal culture rather than just 
a convenient tongue for international 
communication. 

Kachru’s native India is one of die 
countries whose English has 
been studied mosL The consti¬ 
tution there designates Hindi as 
official and English as the asso¬ 
ciate official language, elevating 
those two above the other 17 languages 
diat are recognized (hundreds of other 
languages and dialects are not recog¬ 
nized nationally). 

Malaysia, Pakistan, Nigeria, Kenya 
and the Philippines are among a host 


of uthcr nations often mentioned as 
having their own forms of English op¬ 
erating within die country. Hence the 
expressions ‘“Malaysian English,” 
“Nigerian English,” and so on. Jn oth¬ 
er countries—Japan, for example, and 
most of Latin America—English is 
widely taught for its usefulness as a 
window to die outside world but is not 
used os much internally. 

Whatever the form English takes in 
each country, it all adds up to lots of 
English—according to some estimates 
more than US$10 billion a year in 
worldwide business, including classes, 
textbooks and other learning aids. 

Kachru’s view of‘“world Englishes” 


has been widely supported, but also 
much opposed, in part by so-called 
purists who feel the language will decay 
with too much local adaptation. Britain’s 
Randolph Quirk—one of the preemi¬ 
nent experts on English and principal 
author of Grammer of Contemporary 
English—believes there should be cer¬ 
tain standards for all speakers ofEnglish. 
Even ifsuch language planning were de¬ 
sirable, “it cannot be done effectively” 
Kachru says. “Tm not attaching a value 
judgraentJusL stating realities.” 

The English language, unlike 
French, Spanish and Italian, for exam¬ 
ple, has never had an official academy to 
determine wltat’s acceptable in the lan¬ 
guage and what isn’L Attempts to form 
one have never been successful. 

Kachru says one of the big fallacies 
in language thinking is the idea that na¬ 
tive speakers somehow control their 
language. “Who owns English? If you 
can use it, you own it,” he says, inten¬ 
tionally employing the word “use” 
rather than “speak.” 

Another fallacy' is believing that 
people learn English in order to talk to 
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At the very least, it would be a prob¬ 
lem for a greater number of people. 
English is the official or semi-official 
language in 70 countries that are home 
to 1.4 billion people. “I feel more com¬ 
fortable in English than in Hindi or 
Bengali,” comments Rishab Aiycr 
Ghosh, editor of The Indian Techono- 
mist. 

-But the dominance of Eng- 

igrvmn pitv 15 a concern *° r man > ; “ 

mLAillU III 11 becomes a factor of exclu- 
says Carmen Gomez 
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political science professor in Pans. Ar¬ 
gentine photographer Omar Torres 
sees it “rather as a solution than as a 
problem” 

A number of factors led to the cur¬ 
rent state of affairs. The Internet was 
born in the United States, and English 
was already co mm on in the scientific 

community. The language has legiti- 
macy and is practical. “For the Net, it 
is a much better vehicle” than other ian- 
SWges, writes Lynne Terry, corre- 
spondenLin Paris for NPR, a US pub¬ 
lic radio network. “More direct. 
Punchier. Quicker.” 

Lucy Conger, a US journalist, puts 
it even more bluntly. “Is anybody but a 
. Frenchman surprised by this?” she 
\asks the French-bora writer who is do¬ 
zing the pcdL “Ifjapanese was the lingua 
: franca of the Internet, now that would 
. a problem!” 


sion, 

Mont, dean of the communications de¬ 
partment at the Universidad 
rberoamericana in Mexico. Journalist 
Bernard Cassen concurs, writing in die 
May issue of Le Monde Diplomatique: 
“Everybody is equal on the Internet, if 
anglophone.” 

Access is one of the most important 
issues of cyberspace. Access is limited 
by money, knowledge and the capacity 
to write and understand English to an 
“elite of elites,” as a young Mexican 
correspondent says. There is also the 
fear of unifying of the world’s lan¬ 
guages. Alberto Cecchi, Italian profes¬ 
sor and hypertext author, answered the 
poll with a question: “How many kinds 
of watermelons were there 100 years 
ago? Thirty. How many are there to¬ 
day? Four.” 

Even if there were broad agreement 
to use multiple languages on die Inter¬ 


net, there are technical problems. The 
basic character set used for e-mail is 
ASCII, which only permits plain Eng¬ 
lish characters—no accents and, of 
course, no Konji or any other writing 
system. 

“Names are massacred and words 
lose their meanings,” regrets Valia 
Kaimaki, a Greek currendy studying in 
France. The situation is slowly chang¬ 
ing as more servers 
use MIME, an e-mail 
protocol which allows 
more character sets. 

The World Wide 
Web does better. It 
uses ISO Latin 1, a 
norm which allows the 
representation of 14 
languages. Not enough, 
but it’s progress. Some 
companies offer multilin¬ 
gual Web browsers which alto¬ 
gether can handle some 30 languages, 
including Russian, Greek, Japanese, 
Arabic and Hebrew, and some less 
known like Amarico, KJinbundu and 
Sangho. 

The Web may actually be a life 
buoy for some of the world’s endan¬ 
gered languages. Already one can find 
Web sites in Ojibwa (a Native Ameri¬ 
can language of the US Great Lakes 
region), Maori, Klingon (fori Star Trek 
freaks) and many others, allowing 


Exporting English 
textbooks and classes 
is a. huge business for 
Britain- ; rhore.thaha 
US$1.5biliion a . 

, year; 


scattered communities to communi¬ 
cate in their own tongue. 

Willi Germtind, a German journal¬ 
ist working in India, argues that the In¬ 
ternet can expand “only ifit finds a way 
to regionalize itself according to exist¬ 
ing languages.” Bernard Cassen points 
out the problem of critical mass—2 mil¬ 
lion potential users are necessary for 
the emergence of non-English com¬ 
mercial tools. “Japan has already 
crossed this threshold, but 
French-speaking countries 
have not,” he writes. 

Nicholas Negroponte, 
head of the Media Lab at 
the Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute ofTechnology, is one 
of those who trusts the na¬ 
ture of the Web, writing in 
Wired magazine that English 
as a lingua franca should not 
be confused with cultural identity. 
“It is not possible to colonialize the Net 
and turn its users into English-speak¬ 
ing puppets in the way France turned 
46 other regions or nations, each with 
its own indigenous languages, into 
French-speaking colonies ” he writes. 

Paul Saffo, director of the Institute 
for the Future, believes domination by 
English is only temporary. “Multilin¬ 
gual home pages are coming every¬ 
where,” he says. Indeed, the true im- 
► UNLOCKING THE NET PAGE 2 


native speakers, or to somehow be part 
of a Western culture. Many English 
users, it appears, don’t even think ofEng¬ 
lish as a Western language anymore. 


others can understand. 

“English has become a repository of 
mulnculturalism,” he says. “It is an im¬ 
mense resource that has not been ex- 


‘English is less and less regarded as aEu- -*plored and taken advantage of!” 


ropean language, and its dev elopment is 
less and less determined by the usage of 
its native speakers,” wrote Stanford Uni¬ 
versity’s Charles A. Ferguson more than 
25 years ago. 

Ian Seaton, head of the 
British Council’s 
“English 2000’ 


In China alone, there are 
more people starting to use 
English in some form than the 
total population of the 
United Kingdom ■ 


dative, gives the 
example of East¬ 
ern Europeans 
who flock to 
English classes 
but aren’t con¬ 
cerned about what 
kind of accent 
they learn. 

“They’re not 
too hung up on the variety ofEnglish,” 
he says. “They’re not seeking to become 
little Brits or little Canadians.” 

Although many students of English 
do work on improving their accents, a 
foreign accent is not the disadvantage 
it once was. Even in broadcasting— 
where “BBC English” or “standard 
American” traditionally were re¬ 
quired—CNN International has shown 
that reporters with foreign accents can 
be an asset. Indeed, CNN’s Christiane 
Am an pour is one of the top stars of in¬ 
ternational broadcasting today and is 
being wooed by the US networks de¬ 
spite her obvious non-American pro¬ 
nunciation. Her accent is considered 
attractive. 

A very big part of the world’s Eng¬ 
lish-speaking activity takes place com¬ 
pletely within the realm of non-native 
speakers. The late Peter Strevens, a 
professor at Cambridge University in 
the UK who wrote about the rise of 
world Englishes, predicted this devel¬ 
opment: “English will be taught most¬ 
ly by non-native speakers of the lan¬ 
guage, to non-native speakers, in order 
to communicate mainly with non-na¬ 
tive speakers.” 

Some language authorities argue 
that the whole concept of the native 
speaker is no longer meaningful. 
Kachru tends to think in terms of mul¬ 
tilingual societies where most citizens 
speak several languages, English being 
a key one. 

One of the major arguments against 
English becoming the favored global 
language is that its colonial past makes 
it a poor candidate for a neutral inter¬ 
national tongue. 

Although this argument has a cer¬ 
tain intellectual appeal, it doesn’t cor¬ 
respond much to reality. For example, 
as Britain’s former colonies gained in¬ 
dependence, there were predictions 
that use of English would decline. 
Some linguists say that the opposite oc¬ 
curred: once it wasn’t the language of 
the colonial power, English became 
more acceptable as a local vehicle for 
communication. “The sun now sets on 
the British Empire, but never on the 
English language.” the linguists are 
fond of saying. 

The colonial history ofEnglish, of 
course, is to a great extent responsible 
for the language getting planted around 
the world,but authorities say its growth 
in more recent times stems from its use 
in technology and science, advertising, 
pop music, international business in 
general, and various cooperative efforts 
among countries such as air-traffic con¬ 
trol and the work of the United Nations 
and its agencies. 

Still, the use ofEnglish is often con¬ 
demned by politicians in many coun¬ 
tries. Kachru dismisses such attacks 
out of hand: “We shouldn’t take it too 
seriously when an Indian politician 
says to throw English into the sea. It 
means nothing. He still puts his chil¬ 
dren in an English-language school.” 

Kachru, although saying he is a stu¬ 
dent rather than a promoter of the 
unique phenomenon of English as a 
world language, dearly sees benefits of 
English taking root in different counr 
tries. It becomes a medium, he says, for 
expressing local culture in a way that 


Larry E. Smith of Honolulu’s East- 
West Center agrees. “The spread ofEng¬ 
lish is not a homogenizing factor which 
causes cultural differences to disappear,” 
he writes, “but the use of English offers 
a medium to express and explain 
these differences.” 

Whether English is in¬ 
trinsically the best lan¬ 
guage for this purpose is 
much debated, but 
some would say a moot 
point. 

Joshua A. Fishman of 
Yeshiva University in New 
York has addressed this 
point, noting that many people 
consider French, for example, as more 
beautiful, musical, pleasant, refined, 
graceful 

“But the real powerhouse is still Eng¬ 
lish,” Fishman condudes. “It doesn’t 
have to worry about being loved be¬ 
cause, loved or not,it works. It makes the 
world go round.”® 


Sally Weeks, a former managing 
editor of The Daily Journal in 
Venezuela, is The WorldPaper’s 

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR. 


Meeting Asia’s demand 

Australia 
trades on its 
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By Andrew Clark 

fter years of cultivating its tra¬ 
ditional ties to Britain and strong 
defense links with the United 
I States, Australia in the 1970s 
|changed its strict immigration 
les that kept out an exploding 
Asian population and began shaping its 
foreign policy more 
around regional coop¬ 
eration. As a result, the 
world’s smallest conti- 
nent is rapidly becom¬ 
ing enmeshed with Asia, and the bulk 
of its trade is with the Asia-Pacific re¬ 
gion. 

One of the most lucrative and sig¬ 
nificant offshoots of this change in di¬ 
rection is Australia’s export of the Eng¬ 
lish language into Asia. Increasingly, 
Australian universities are providing 
educational infrastructure to Southeast 
Asia, consolidating an industry that 
adds $1.5 billion (US$1.25 billion) a 
year to the country’s trade balance. 

The overseas business arm of Aus¬ 
tralia’s universities, the International 
Development Programme, is establish¬ 
ing new facilities for teaching English 
in Laos and Vietnam to supplement 
those already operating in Cambodia, 
Indonesia and Thailand. These facili¬ 
ties are seen by the Australian govern¬ 
ment as a key method of enmeshing 
Australian universities in the business 
activities of the region. 

While the value of these offshore ac¬ 
tivities are difficult to gauge, they do 
form healthy income streams for a uni¬ 
versity sector that is searching for new’ 
sources of funding. At the same time, 
these outreach programs act as a rein¬ 
forcement mechanism for the thou¬ 
sands of Asian university students now 
studying in Australia. 

Universities are aware of this need to 
sell their services overseas. A number 
of institutions now operate campuses 
in Southeast Asia through twinning 
arrangements, and advanced informa¬ 
tion technology is making these long¬ 
distance education programs easier to 
set up and operate. 

Commercially driven institutions 
such as Monash University, located in 
»-TRADING ON LANGUAGE PAGE 2 
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‘Chinglish” can draw on over 200 million students 
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Career-minded Chinese 


send Russian to the 
back of the class 


By Xiejfinjin 

O ne out of every six Chinese is 
studying English. It adds up to 
more than 200 million people in 
China taking English courses— 
with the blessing of their govern¬ 
ment. 

There are many types of students, 

from the children who all take English at 

school to the adults who watch language 

rv'r-.. rs* programs on television. 

REPORT ING JL, * 

’fjtOjlf ~ The government encour- 

njrrjjjjn ages everyone, says Cen 

KMfb Jiaiijun, director of a for¬ 

eign languages division 
within the State Education Commission. 

“English as an international language 
has become an indispensable tool for the 
• Chinese people to communicate with 
' the wo rid,” he says. 

Most Chinese children begin learn¬ 
ing English in the fourth year of prima¬ 
ry school, and they continue taking 
classes until they complete their formal 
-education. English is one of the major 
subjects, along with Chinese and math¬ 
ematics, in both general high schools 
and vocational schools. It’s essential for 
most of the students who want to go on 
to college. 

That this has become a virtual re¬ 
quirement reflects progress in China’s 
English teaching, Cen says. Before 
1983, although planners valued Eng¬ 
lish, many high schools did not pro¬ 
vide courses and even when they did, 
the level of teaching was low, making 
it impossible to require high scores on 
college-entrance tests, he said. This 


has changed. 

At the university level, of the nearly 
three million undergraduate students 
in China, about 60,000 are majoring in 
English education and another 50,000 
in English language and literature, Cen 
says. English courses are required of 
students in most other specialties, both 
at the undergrad- 


school, the country’s 650 television sta¬ 
tions offer daily programs aimed at 
everyone from kandergartners to senior 
citizens. China Central Television, 
which reaches 70 percent of China’s 
1.2 billion people, alone has released 
60 English teaching programs in the 
past 15 years. 
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uate and graduate : HFIlliGil IS 
levels. vOne out (rf fivfe l 

English is also tion spteajj English 

offered for adults at competence<Oeriri 

spare-time univer- four-fifths is lncret 

sides, and at corre¬ 
spondence univer- >1Tiere are more t 

sides through TV P |e ,mn * ,n 0011 ^ 

and radio Tcross has offidal status 

dm 13 - ►By the year 200i 

Altogether 37 over one billion p€ 

foreign languages English, 

are taught in Chi¬ 
na, including ►Overtwo^hirds c 
Russianjapanese, hsts read in Englis 

German, French, ► Three quarters o 

Spanish and Ara- wlWen &gli ^. 

bic. Those who 
study .a language ► 80% of the world's electronically 

other than Engli sh stored information is in English 
account for a mi- soimffiBnajsHmwfAcn 

nonty, although . . . 

they can enter college as long as they 
pass examinations in the language they 
learned. 

Russian was popular in China in the 
1950s because the newly founded Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic relied heavily on the So¬ 
viet Union and Eastern Europe for 
technology and trade, Cen said. But 
even then Russian was not taught in 
primary schools. When Sino-Soviet re¬ 
lations deteriorated in the early 1960s, 


DEFINING* GLOBAL LANGUAGE 

►One otittrffivtebfthe world's popula¬ 
tion spfeafc English to some level of 
competencfevOeniahdfrom - the other 
four-fifths is Increasing/ ^ ‘ 


►There are more than 1.5 billion peo¬ 
ple living in countries where English 
has offidal status. 


►By the year 2000 it is estimated that 
over one billion people will be learning 
English. 


►Over two-thirds of the world's scien¬ 
tists read in English. 


►Three quarters of the world's mail is 
written in English. 


souBCEnrousHawBicreANDncusts 

WTWX BRITISH COUNCIL 
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China also pub- 

«AL LANGUAGE lishes more than 
Jieyyorld's popula- . 200 English-lan- 

3 some level of guage periodicals, 

id from - the other including many in 
ing/‘ the sciences such 

as China Medical 
in 1.5 billion peo- J^rrud wA Chi- 
swhere English . ^ScimccAcadt- 
. mi a. There is the 
it is estimated that d™ Daily news- 
3le will be learning paper group, 
- which produces 

. China Daily . 

the world's sclerv Shanghai Star, die 

• weekly 21st Centu- 

he world's mag Is I V 

• Weekend. 

For those who 
> electronically want something 

i in English . less high-brow, 

roncusbr , there are publica- 

4 • • - . 1 dons for average 

English students, including World of 
English, a monthly bilingual magazine 
in English and Chinese with a circula¬ 
tion of200,000. “The articles are all se¬ 
lected from foreign newspapers,” says 
Chen Yuiun, founder and editor of the 
popular English reader. “A group of 
college professors put them into Chi¬ 
nese and annotate wherever necessary.” 

Even some regular Chinese news¬ 
papers run columns in English. The 


English got the upper hand^nd Ac • 'Beijing ■Youth Daily, with a-circulation 


momentum became overwhelming in 
the 1980s, he said. 

In the 1990s, with improved rela¬ 
tions between Russia and China, Russ¬ 
ian classes have picked up somewhat, 
especially in Heilongjiang in the north¬ 
east, which borders far east Russia and 
trades heavily with it. 

Of the various language classes, 
however, opportunities for learning 
English are the most abundant. For 
those who haven't learned English at 


of200,000, has had a weekly English- 
Ghinese bilingual column named Eng¬ 
lish Green since 1993. 

There are various reasons for the ea¬ 
gerness to learn English, most of them re¬ 
lated to. work and career. Ma "Yuhong, a 
25-year-old accountant for a small gar¬ 
ment shop in Beijing, spent three years— 
one afternoon and four evenings every 
week— studying foreign trade account¬ 
ing at the Beijing General Vocational 
University in order to get a better job. 


TRADING ON LANGUAGE 

Continued from page 1 


the southern state of Victoria, have 
been particularly influential in devel¬ 
oping this type of education. Monash 
has formal exchange agreements or 
close links with more than a dozen uni¬ 
versities and educational institutions 
around the world. These include 
Peking University in China, University 
of the Philippines, Yonsei University in 
Korea, the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong and Gadjah University in In¬ 
donesia. 

Malaysia as the One of the most lucrative 

strongest market for M ^ 

Australian educa- OlRMOtS Of tl 
tional products. .. ^ ■ ■ 

The university has OlrBCtlOD IS Al 
an arrangement , r .. . 
with Sunway Col- Of tllB LlffU 
lege in Petalinga . . • • 

J^a, a thriving ISH. IdCrMSI 
business district ■ ... 

about seven miles SIIIFfilSKtlSS 31 
from the center of ■ j ■ 

Kuala Lumpur, un- 311 UIDUStiy til 
der which Sunway . - n - 

s tudents take the Diinon ayesr 

first year of their . ■ ■ 

bachelor of law 11006 03111311 

course in Malaysia 
before coming to Australia to complete 
the degree. Monash has also estab¬ 
lished a separate business school in 
Kuala Lumpur in conjunction with a 
local company, Malaysian Strategic 
Consultancy Sdn Bhd. For second-tier 
universities, this form of overseas ex¬ 
pansion offers both international pres¬ 
tige and the possibility of additional 
cash flow. 

The smaUer University of Wollon¬ 
gong, located in a coastal steel-produc¬ 
ing city 70 miles south of Sydney, has a 
successful literacy education program 
for teachers. Entided Frameworks, it is 
a cooperative venture between the uni¬ 


versity's business arm and a vocational 
education center in western New York 
S,tate in the US. 

Other overseas education initia tives 
undertaken by Australian universities 
and colleges are less formal, and are 
geared towards establishing greater ties 
with Asian countries. Student teachers 
from the University of Technology in 
Sydney, for example, take part in an an¬ 
nual exchange program with Thailand 
that is now in its 1 Sth year. Project Pra- 
nokom, as the program is known, will 
place 34 student teachers in Bangkok 
..-.. schools this 


direction is Australia's export 
of the English language into 


an industry that adds A$1.5 
billion a year to the caantr 
trade balance 


l ■ month. The stu- 

; lucrative dents, an in their 

. . third year of a 

S C03flge 10 Bachelor ofTeach- 

, i. f >ng degree course, 

tfalia S export will be teaching 

• . English as a second 

IDg(l3g6 IlltO language to Thai 

riy. Australian SSS scho °' 

|.« .. A number of 

CODSOlKratlDg legal changes by 

. ,. |Aj £ the Australian gov- 

[3fl0$A$1.3 eminent over the 

. » past three years 

I til6 COflDUj S have helped the 

English-as-export 
drive. After years of 
bureaucratic wran¬ 
gling, visa requirements for overseas stu¬ 
dents have been reformed and other 
changes made to improve the image of 
Australian education in those countries 
targeted as possible export markets. 
Mainland China, Taiwan and Vietnam 
appear to be bright spots for the future. 

For Australia the drive to export 
English makes sense on several fronts: 
foreign policy, economic growth, forg¬ 
ing business ties and good will.® 


Andrew Clark, The WorldPaper’s 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR AUSTRALIA, IS 
editor of the Sydney-based Sun 
Herald . 



teach its own language in local schools, 
but promotes Mandarin Chinese-—Pu 
Tong Hua—to facilitate communica¬ 
tion among ethnic groups. 

Foreigners are welcome to study 
Mandarin, says Peng Hengli, director 
of the Center ofTesting ofMandarin as 
a Foreign Language, known as “HSK.” 
Some 40,000 foreign students are ex¬ 
pected to study in China this year. . 

China has set up 16 overseas HSK 
test centers in the United States, Cana¬ 
da, Australia, Britain, France, Italy, 
Germany, Russia and some Asian 
countries, and it sponsors one exami¬ 
nation a year, Peng said. More and . 
more foreigners are studying Mandarin 
and plan to take HSK tests. 

This past January, 45,000 students 
from 115 countries took the HSK test. 
Perhaps one day it will be like the 
TOEFL —foreign students will have to 
stand in line overnight to sign up for the 
HSK.® 



XieJinjin is a writer for the Bei¬ 
jing-based China Features , a Dm- 
sion of the Xinhua news agency. 


UNLOCKING THE NET 

Continued front page 1 


“And my government approves!”: one out of every six Chinese studies English 


“Half of my classmates had a full- 
time job and were studying while work¬ 
ing, and they were well over 30 years 
old. They studied the hard way,” Ma 
said. 

For 22-year-old Wang Dachun, a Ju¬ 
nior at Beijing Polytechnic University, 
English is a must because he plans to 
pursue a Master’s degree in the United 
States. He planned to take the TOEFL 
test for English proficiency this spring 
and the GRE—the exam required for 
most graduate schools in the United 
States—in October. Wang noted that 
there were so many young^^peopiereg¬ 
istering for die TOEFL exam, he had 
to queue up overnight. 

Government leaders encourage 
study of English, but they are con¬ 
cerned about the level of instruction 
and the shortage of qualified teachers. 


Many college graduates find it hard to 
speak well or comprehend native Eng¬ 
lish speakers. Some specialists in the 
field have complained that what is 
taught in Chinese schools is just “mute 
English” or, worse, “Chinglish,” as pid¬ 
gin English is called. 

To remedy this, the government in¬ 
vites about 30,000 teachers from Eng¬ 
lish-speaking countries to work in 
Cliina each year, according to Cen. 
Many offer to work in such remote ar¬ 
eas as Tibet and Qinghai. AWo, hun¬ 
dreds of training centers have been set 
up to improve the skills of high school 
English teachers. . . 

China’s official language is Chinese, 
although more than a dozen of the 
country’s 55 ethnic minorities have 
their own written language. The gov¬ 
ernment encourages each group to 


FBANCI&PlSAKr iSJtTKEE-LANCE . . 
WRITER WHO, AFTER LIVING IN MEXICO 
FOR l6 YEARS, IS MOVING TO SaN 

Francisco to cover information 

TECHNOLOGIES. 


Learn 
Another 
Language 
on Your Own! 



Learn to speak a foreign language fluently on your own and at your own pace with 
what are considered the finest in-depth courses available. Many were developed by 
the Foreign Service Institute of the U.S. Department of State for diplomatic personnel 
who must learn a language quickly and thoroughly. Emphasis is on learning to speak 
and to understand the spoken language. A typical course (equivalent to a college 
semester) includes an album of 10 to 12 audio-cassettes (10 to IS hours), recorded by 
native-born speakers, plus a 250-page textbook. . . 


□ Arabic (Saudi) 

□ Arabic (Egyptian) 

□ Cantonese 

□ Dutch 

□ French I 

□ French II 

□ German I 

□ German n 

□ Greek 

□ Hebrew- 

□ Hindi (Intermed) 

□ Hungarian 


US$185 

□ Italian 

$185 

□ Russian 

$185 

□ Japanese 

$185 

□ Serbo-Croatian 

$185 

□ Khmer 

$225 

□ Slovak 

$125 

□ Korean 

$195 

□ Spanish I 

$185 

□ Lakota 

$185 

□ Spanish II 

$215 

□ Latvian 

$185 

D Swahili 

$185 

□ Lithuanian 

$135 

□ Swedish 

$155 

□ Mandarin 

$185 

□ Tagalog 

$185 

□ Persian 

$185 

□ Thai 

$255 

□ Polish 

$185 

□ Turkish 

$185 

□ Portuguese 

$215 

Q Ukrainian 

$195 

(Brazilian) 


□ Vietnamese 


"WUtil Accent English, you can improve and perfect your ability to speak American r 
English dearly and easily. You'll learn how to form sounds that are particularly 'J 
difficult for you to pronounce. Utilizing audio cassettes, visual-aid cards, and a minor v • 
youH Jeam the appropriate lip and mouth positions, stress, pause, phrasing, and - 
'intonation patterns. Please specify the.version wanted for the.following native 
speakers; Arabic. Chinese. 'Fre-neh, Greek. Japanese. Indonesian, Korean. Russian, * ' - 

Spanish, Tagalog. Thai, or Vietnamese. . . ' 

Q Accent English $89.50 r 
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You can order now with a full 3-week money-back guarantee by calling, faxing, emailing or by 
sending this ad with your name and address and a check or money order-or charge to any 
msuor credit rard by enclosing card number, expiration date and your signature. You can also 
request our free 56-page Whole World Language Catalog with courses in 96 languages or our 
catalog for English as a Second Language. s 
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pact of the Internet on languages might 
be to encourage bilingualism, even 
multilingualism. 

Natural language aside, there are 
those who would argue that the real lin¬ 
gua franca of cyberspace is the hypertext 
markup language—HTML—which al¬ 
lows computers with different operating 
systems to communicate. Tomorrow it 
might be a new language,Java. 

Even natural languages, including or 
perhaps especially English, seem to be 
mutating. Michael J oyce, a professor of 
English at Vassar College in the US, 
doesn’t necessarily view this as a bad 
thing. ‘‘Beyond encouraging vernacu¬ 
lar Web sites add such, the approach I 
would recommend ispidginization, the 
conscious intermingling of linguistic 
streams across Web pages,” he says. 

This “pidginization’' is similar to 
the art form practiced by many Third 
World as well as US minority writers 
who use die dominant language in their 
own way and hybridize it.® 
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Programs on JTV 
from 6-12 July 


I'MWAN 

HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

* A PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS 

* 18 SUITES FURNISHED LUXURIOUS SUITES 

(all have a silling & dinning room, comfortable bed rooms satellite 
channels, direct telephone a kitchen with all utensils you may need) 
or Suitable prices. 

. •or We give you 24 lurs services 
'*■ Enjoy the atmosphere of our Coffee shop AT TERRAS 

WMTUSJ0%M0^SV2%l$£S 


Tla’a Alali Tel. 837175 - 837172 


EMOUSH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

3:00—Moomin 
3 JO--Pumpkin Patch 
4:00— Slue Heelers 
4:40- tfig brother Juke 
5:00 —French programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7-35 —TorkeLsons 
8:00—The Album Show 
8:55—Prism 
9:10—Miami Vice 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Film: Ray¬ 
on’s Daughter, 2nd part star¬ 
ring, Robert Mite hum and Sa¬ 
rah Mi to. 

11 k film is about a young girl 
who gels married to an older 
teacher and then she starts to 
feel frustrated. 

SUNDAY 

3:00—The Mask 
3 JO—Mac and Mutley 
4:00—Bush School 
4:10— Italian Soccer 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Cinema, Cinema, Cine¬ 
ma 

8:00—The American Chart 
Show 

8:45—Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air 

9:10—Black’s Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Fatal Return (part I). 


MONDAY 

3: (Ml— Bonkers 
3:30—Richie Rich 
3:45—Play About 
4:00—Gillette World Sport 
4 JO—Hustin Loose 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Milner Fenwick 
8:00—Paul Mckenna Show 
8:30—Matlock 
9:10—100 Years of Capital¬ 
ism in Korea 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
11:15—Mancuso 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Iris, the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

3:15—Captain Planet 
3 JO—Hot shots 
4:00—Bob Morrison Show 
4:30—ALF 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Blossom 
8:00—Documentary 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Human Target 
11:15— Hawai 5-0 
11:45—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Flint Stones 
3:30—Iris 

3:45—BUI Nye the Science Guy 
4:00—Kelly 
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NBA Games, Thursday at 3:30 pm 
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5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Evening Shade 
8:00—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
11:15—Bugs 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Double Dragon 
3:30—NBA 
4:00—Pirates 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30— News Headlines 
7J5—Documentary 


8 : 00 —Tara lata 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: The Di¬ 
amond Fleece, starring, Ben 
Cno.ss and Tony Rosaia. 

The stury is about a prisoner 
who gets out and is employed. 

FRIDAY 

3:30—Dumb and Dumber 
3:15—Bush School 
4:00—Gillete World Sport 
4:10—Crystal Maze 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Growing Pains 
8:00—Nasty ,Boys 
8:45—Secret Weapons 
9:10— The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 


10 JO—Classic Movie 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANPAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins amities 

Les mysteres de la vie 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vaiion 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
■■ Sainte-Helene* 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
-■Les survivanis* 

5: IS —Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Quc ie meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoye special 
-La violence a New- 
York, La vie avant la 
vie- 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports ct musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—-Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Divertissement 
L’ecole des fans 
Best of 

6:00—Magazine 
Thalassa 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


MARDI 

5:00— Dessins animes 
oAuxfronlieres de 
F intelligence- 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
Ln vie de\ ant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 

Savoir plus same 
"Non u la douleur. out 
a la morphine* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaJa 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5J0—Serie 

Simenon 

"Le mouchoir de 
Joseph ■* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports ei musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin anime 
5J0—Varietes 

Le monde est a vous 
a Dick Rivers* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaJa 

8 : 00 —Variety ■ 

Taratata 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5JO—Film 

- Pasteur, cinq evinces 
de rage • 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


aiHHH 

muum 

mwmmu \ 


ACROSS 

t Prtunontwy 
5 NCX> 
tO Window 
frame 
U Baking 

chamber 

15 Earflerin 
time 

16 LBy plant 

17 Heavy metal 

18 Teacher 

20 Curved 
portion 

21 Brief look 

22 Disposed 

23 Selassie 
25 Calumet 
27 Whips 

29 Moved back 

32 Movie 
performer 

33 JacksonvWe 
bowl 

84 Present time 

36 Food 
.receptacle 

37 Peric (up) 


38 Steadfast 

39 Strike a Wow 

40 Gadabout 

41 Large deer 

42 Unit of 
sound 

44 Visited 

45 Employs 

46 Sensation of 
cold 

47 Chatter 

50 Regretted 

51 Angry 

54 Actor's stock 
of roles 


57 Parched 

58 Lyric poems 

59 Command 

60 Single time 

61 Comedian 
SaW 

62 Poor 

63 Halt 

DOWN 

1 Soft drink 

2 Declare 
positively 


3 Georgia 

4 Terminate 

5 Linos o( talk 

6 Buffalo 

7 Pert 

8 Obtained 

9 Make a 
mistake 

10 Holy 

11 Singing 
voice ‘ 

12 Presently 

13 Af this place 
19 Before case 

or class 

21 Wharf 

24 Nautical cry 

25 — Graves 

26 Religious 
image 

27 Strip of 
wood 

28 Pungent 

29 “Bolero* 
composer 

30 Registration 

31 Drench 
33 Donates 


35 Useless 
plant 

37 Rounded 
pan 

38 Phone 
charge 

40 Stairway 
part 

41 Servant 

43 Most 
attractive 

44 In good 


46 Healed 

47 School 
dance 

46 Change the 
decor 

49 Mimic 

50 Travel 

52 With the 
bow 

53 Profound 

55 weight 

56 Metafile 
earth 

57 Distress 
signal 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: If changes need to 
be made in your living, arrangements, 
make them now. 

Aries (March 21-AprU 19). Stay 
home as much as possible to avoid 
hassles. Call in sick, too; you need the 
rest. Get a friend to Cover for you. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Do 
more research on whatever it is 
you’re thinking about buying, and go 
gel it. Entertain at home. 

Gemini (May 21-June21). You’re 
sharpest now, so gel up early. You'll 
feel the pinch; your money doesn’t 
quite stretch far enough. Hide out to 
save. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Stop 
by the necessary bureaucracies and 
finish incomplete paperwork. Play 
with your friends as much as possi¬ 
ble, but don't make commitments. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Meet with 
friends and romance could follow. 
Finish overdue tusks. These are not 
easy days. A supervisor makes tough 
demands. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You 
may develop a crush on a cheerful 
supervisor. Don’t take it too far, but 
enjoy yourself. Travel with friends. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). You're 
brilliant If you want to argue with 
the boss’ do it. These arc good days 
for team efforts. 

Scorpio (Ocl. 24-Nov. 21). Buy 
something nice for your sweetheart. 
Plan a trip and study foreign lan¬ 
guages. Make tough decisions. 

. Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). An 
argument could lead to romance. 
Opposites do attract, you know. 
Don’t spend now; wait and get a bet¬ 
ter deal. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’re lucky in love, but you have to 
take care of business, loo. Discuss a 
partnership but don’t solidify the 
deal yet. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Schedule a breakfast date. Work 
hard. Finish the old and start the 
new. Competition’s fierce. You’ll 
need a good partner to win. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). These 
days are good for romance. You’ll 
have lo work hard at work, though, 
’cause lots of things are coming soon. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week; Finish up previous 
requirements — don’t change hors¬ 
es in the middle of the stream. Stick 
close to home this year. Fix it up or 
buy new. 

C 1996, Tnbooc Media Service* 


Bridge 

Why Guess? 

By Tannah Hirsch 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

♦ 7 

v 9 7 5 3 
C K Q 10 8 7 

* J93 

WEST EAST 

A 8 63 41105 

9 Q J 10 6 7 AK 4 2 


0 J95 
+ K74 


A3 

+ 10 8 6 5 2 

SOUTH 
A AK Q J942 

0 642 
+ AQ 


The bidding: 

South West North East 

1* Pass 1NT Pass 

4* Pass Pass Pass 


Opening iead: Queen of C 5 

South, declarer at four spades, 
uncovered a line that would have 
succeeded three times out of four, or 
even with a berter guess. What a pity 
declarer overlooked an approach that 
would have guaranteed the contract 
no matter how the cards lay! 

With 8 1/2 playing tricks and the 
master suit, there was absolutely no 
need for South to preempt. The final 


Jumble 


contract of four >pades was impecca¬ 
ble. 

West led the queen of hearts and 
continued the suit when East echoed 
with the four, declarer ruffing. 
Trumps were drawn and a diamond 
was led to the king, which was 
allowed to hold. A club to the queen 
lost to the king, and West continued 
the good work of the defense by 
reverting to the nine of diamonds. 

Obviously, had declarer finessed 
the ten, all would have been well. 
But since East had already shown up 
with the acc-king of hearts, declarer 
elecied to place West with the ace of 
diamonds, and rose with the queen. 
That lost to the acc, and declarer still 
had an unavoidable diamond loser. 

A/I those possibilities Winded 
declarer to the winning line. After 
drawing uxmps, declarei should sim¬ 
ply have led the acc ard queer, of 
dubs. West can win with the king, 
but the jack of clubs on the table is 
now a winner. 

When declarer regains, the lead, a 
diamond to the king guarantees the 
contract. Declarer must get to the 
board with a diamond, and then a 
diamond can be discarded on the 
high club. Declarer loses just one 
trick in each suit except trumps. 

O K***. Tnhunc Media Senses 


U&scnmbfe the» four words, one 
leuer lo each square, lo form totr 
ordinary words. 



Now onD^e the circled letters (o form 
Ac sorpnbe answer, 0 suggested by ibe 
ffcOWCBTOML 


print answer hem : 1 


GHDNIHNn — -kwao 

OTuoq aqi yaj iCppoqs s^trcuiXpoeq aqi «oh nauusny 

B3H1VD DNDQLd IflNNV OT3IA :s»msuv 


Words of 
Wisdom 


It’s better to say what’s on 
your mind than to stew 
silently. 

m m m 

Disillusionment is the 
beginning of wisdom. 

• • • 

We are most unhappy 
when we don’t know what 
we want and still try to get iL 

• • • 

Success depends on your 
point of view. 

• • • 

The possible becomes so 
only after the impossible is 
attempted. 

• * • 

Character is an achieve¬ 
ment, not a gift of nature. 


Acts of kindness may not 
receive a lot of attention at die 
time, but they are never for¬ 
gotten. 

o ««. Tribune Modia SffviM 
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Cinema 

■THE ARISTOCATS" (Disney. $26.99): The animated 
1970 Disney classic about adventurous felines — in which 
Wall Disney himself had a major hand creatively — deals 
with a cat (voice by Eva Gabor) who’s left a fortune by a 
Frenchwoman. However, a sinister butler plots to take the 
inheritance; among the others heard as characters are Phil 
Harris. Hermoine Baddeley, Scatman Crothers and ventrilo- 
quisL Paul Winchell. *** (G) 

"THE BOYS OF ST. VINCENT” (New Yorker, $89.95): 
Based on an actual situation at a Catholic-run Newfoundland 
orphanage, this Canadian, made-for-television 1993 drama 
had an immediate international impact Henry Czerny 
( "Clear and Present Danger ") stars as a temperamental 
clergyman at the center of a controversy revolving around the 
alleged abuse of the young male orphans. **** (Not rated: 
AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: "TO DIE FOR ” (Columbia/TriStar, 
5100.71): Nicole Kidman — alias Mrs. Tom Cruise — 
earned her best reviews to date for her performance in direc¬ 
tor Gus Van Sant’s (“Drugstore Cowboy ”) satirical and 
rather dark comedy. She plays an alluring TV weaihercaster 
who manipulates an enamored teen-ager (Joaquin Phoenix) 
and several of his friends into helping her dispose of her hus¬ 
band. *** (R: AS, P, V) 

"MRS. MUNCH" (Republic, $96.16): Diane Ladd is the 
screenwriter, director and star of this made-for-Showtime 
drama, about a widow who agrees to care tor her ailing 
father-in-law (Bruce Dcm, Ladd's real-life ex-husband). The 
offer isn't as generous os it seems: He’s the man who broke 
her heart when they had an affair while she was a teen-ager. 
Kelly Preston plays the lady in flashbacks. *** <R: AS, P, V) 
"PERSUASION" (Columbia/TriSiar, $97.51): Produced in 
association with PBS' "Masterpiece Theatre'' anthology, 
director Roger MicheVs elegantly filmed, widely acclaimed 
version of the classic novel by Jane Austen (“Sense and Sen¬ 
sibility") brings the financially plagued daughter (Amanda 
Root) of an aristocrat back together with her former fiance 
(Ciaran Hinds) in 19th-century England. *** (PG: AS, P) 
COMING SOON: "TOM AND HUCK ” (Disney. May 
1): Jonathan Taylor Thomas {"Home Improvement") and Brad 
Renfro ("The Client ”) play Mark Twain's youthful adven¬ 
turers. (PG) 

” CARRINGTON" (PoIyGram, May 7): Emma Thompson 
and Jonathan Pryce star in the true stoiy of painter Dora Car¬ 
rington’s passion fix a homosexual writer. (R) 

"ITTAKES TWO'' (Warner, May 7): Popular young "Full 
House" twins Maiy-Kate and Ashley Olsen play, of all 
things, exact look-alikes; Kirs tie Alley also stars. (PG) 

"THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT" (Colurabia/TriSiar, 
May 14): Michael Douglas plays the widowed leader of the 
United States and Annette Bening is his new love interest 
(PG-13) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N, nudity; P, profanity; V, violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 

C >996. Tribanc Media Sovieei 


Welcome for 
Castrol sponsored 
world record bid 



HIS MAJESTY King Hussein has given royal support to the 
efforts of the Castrol-sponsored attempt to set a new world land 
speed record 

The Kirg has .igreed to the British designed and built Thrust 
Super Sonic C.irbeing tested in the *1 iar'r desert in western Jor¬ 
dan tn July 

A message from His Majesty to the team, the first to prepare 
a car to travel taster than the speed of sound, was delivered to a 
London conference by HRH Prince Feisal. 

The Prince said “I believe the conditions will be very condu¬ 
cive to the work of the team and we look forward to helping in 
the preparation of the car for its world record attempt.” 

A1 Jafr was chosen by the head of the Thrust SSC project, 
current world land speed record holder Richard Noble, after he 
had scoured three continents and visited 14 other sites to find 
suitable conditions. 

He said “the situation at A1 Jafr is superb. We are close to a 
Royal Jordanian Air Force base which offers both accommoda¬ 
tion and access and we have a track of more than 10 miles (16 
kmsi of very hard, very fiat surface on which to run.” 

The surface of the AJ Jafr is expected to offer much better 
grip than sand or salt when Trust SSC, driven by British Air 
Force officer Andy Green, carries out trial runs. The testing of 
the win jet engine powered car will be the build up to Septem¬ 
ber's scheduled attempt to beat Richard Noble’s current world 
record of 633.48 mph 11019.44 kph). 

Richard Noble hopes to see Thrust SSC raise the record to 
over 850 mph 1 1368 kph). 

Castrol have sponsored a lot of the research and development 
work for Thrust SSC and will be providing lubricants for the 
Rolls Royce jet engines as well as for the bearings in the alu¬ 
minium alloy wheels which will rotate at 8500 rpm and have a 
massive beat build up. 

Specially designed lubricants will be used to maintain the ef¬ 
ficiency and peak performance of each of the 25000 lb (11340 
kg) thrust of the twin jet engines and ensure that the wheel bear¬ 
ings play their vital role. 

As long ago as 1922, Castrol provided the lubricant for KL 
Guiness to set a land speed record at just over 100 mph (160 
kph). In the following 16 years the record was broken on 22 oc¬ 
casions. 18 Limes with (he help of Castrol, including such fa¬ 
mous drivers as George Eyston and Sir Malcolm Campbell. 

Castrol is the principal company of the Lubricants division of 
the Burmah Castrol group and produces a wide range of indus¬ 
trial, automotive, marine and specialist products in over 50 
countries worldwide. 

Richard Noble said “Attempts on the world land speed record 
are not just expensive showpiece spectaculars, the research and 
development and the knowledge that is gained all help improve 
many aspects of engineering. 

- John Elliott, managing director of Castrol Middle East said 
“Castrol are delighted to be involved once again with Noble. ■ 
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Des voix israelienn.es pour la levee du bouclage 

Plusieurs responsables israeliens se sontprononcis ces demiers jours enfaveur de I’alligementdu 
bouclage des territoires palesdniens dicide aprks la serie d'attentats qui a frapp 4 Israel entre le 25 
fevrier etle4 mars. 

Le premier a iti Gideon Ezra, conseiBer du nouveau Premier ministre Benjamin Netanyahou et 
ancien chef adjoint du service de sicuriti interieure. «Je pense que le boadage n’attelnt pas les 
objectifs afficbes. A mon avis, il taut le lever sur-le-champ. Le bouclage n'a que des effete 
purement p sveb ologiijues» a-t-il decktri sur les ondes de la radiopubUque. Faisant allusion A la 
detresse economique qui existe dans les territoires depuis que le bouclage a 6ti d£cid€, il a ajoute: 
«je pense que les Arabes de Cisjordanie et de Gaza doivent accfeder aux sources de leur 
subsistence-* 

Depuis I’dlection du 29 mai. les Israeliens assurent avoir assoupli le bouclage, affirmant desomuds 
laisser entrer environ 27 000 travaiUeurs cheque jour en Israel „ 

L'armie israillienne demande elle aussi qu 'un aUbgement substantiel du bouclage ait lieu. Des 
respansables militaires ont demande au ministre de la Difense Yitzhak Mordechaide doubler le 
nombre des travaiUeurs palesdniens autoris4s a travaiUer cn Israel 


Sommet arabe 


Pour le 14 juillet, 
le Star votis ouvre ses pages. 

Un supplement special enfrangais ;• te > 
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Rationale-de la France / f " pf 

Une place speciale est reservee ^ 
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opportunity pour faire de la publicke.-pl 
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La puissance de 

I'Etat h£breu proviem de la 
reunion d'un ensemble de 
facteurs qu'on ne peut pas 
concevoir s^pardmeni: 
1’uniLd du peuple juif. la 
faiblesse des Arabes, 
l'impact laisse par les 
crimes nazis sur l'ensemble 
de 1'opinion mondiale. 
I'appui am^ricain incondi- 
tionnel et enfin 
I'intelligeme exploitation 
de ces facteurs par le lobby 
juif international afin dc 
menerfe bien le plan con«;u 
k Baleen 1897. 

Peut-on parler au¬ 
jourd'hui duniife nationale 
en Israel? La segregation 
raciale entre les differentes 
composantes de la societe, 
retouffame oppression des 
rabins retardataires sur la 
vie quotidienne des Israeli¬ 
ens modemes. le role gran- 
dissanl des extremistes 
dans l'appareil etatique 
sont les signes aiarmants 
d'une societe -qui se fis¬ 
sure. 

D'autres elements con- 
tribueni k Uizarder cette so¬ 
ciete. Bientot, 20% des 
ressortissants israeliens se- 
ront d'origine arabe. Et 
quand on constate que cer¬ 
tains deputes d'origine 
russe parlenL ik peine 
1'hebreu, on peut se poser 
des questions sur l'avenir 
de ce pays que plusieurs 
bombes a retanjement 
menacent. 

Lage d'or qu'a connu 
Israel grace a sa position 
au sein d'une region devo¬ 
tee par «d'ennemi commu- 
niste* fait desormais partie 
des vieux souvenirs. La re¬ 
gion appartient aujourd'hui 
aux A men coins qui 
possedent des bases mili¬ 
taires dans la plupan des 
pays du Moyen-Orient et 
qui ont mis la main sur les 
re5sourccs qui donnent k 
cette region tarn d'impor- 
tance. Israel, arrifere-garde 
de I'Occidem. a dorenavanl 
des concurrents arabes 
plus offrants et moins exi¬ 
gents. 

La crise economique 
dont souffre le monde 
frappe aussi les Etats-Unis. 
Jusqu'& quand pourront-ils 
continuer h verser plu¬ 
sieurs milliards de dollars 
chaque annfee pour aider 
Israel? D'autre part, le vote 
juif perd de son influence 
outre-atlanlique avec la 
mon [fee du vote des com- 
mu nautes arabes. sud- 
amcricaines. asiatiques ou 
noires. 

A cote des Arabes qui 
continuent a entretenir bril- 
lamment leurs divisions et 
leurs faiblcsscs. les abus 
commis par les lsrafeliens 
dans le monde commen- 
ceni h provoquer ccrtaincs 
interrogations. Les milliers 
de morts dus au raids is- 
rafeliens. les camps d'hor- 
rcurs au Sud-Liban. les 
generaux souilles de sang 
et les fanatiques haineux 
rfe veil lent des souvenirs 
vieux d'un dcmi-siecle. 

.Face a une attitude 
arabe mod£n*e. paciflste et 
rfealiste. les israeliens se 
montrenl plus ironiques 
que jamais et sa compor- 
tent d'une maniere orgucil- 
leuse et dfipourvuc de 
toute sagessc. Le monde 
assiste aujourd'hui au con¬ 
cert guerrier que joue Ne- 
tanyahou sur 1'esplanade 
construite pour teter la 
paix entre les difflrents 
peuples dc la region. 

Les interrogations se 
multipliem a propos des 
reel les motivations et am¬ 
bitions des dirigeants is¬ 
raeliens qui mcltcnt le cap 
sur la fin du siecle avec 
une ironic sans precddenL 
en refusam de reLenir les 
lemons d’un passe proche 
qui sonne aujourd'hui le 
tocsin d'une Ifegende au 
bord dc 1'agonie.B 

Suhail AI Swels 


Les Arabes affichent une solidarity retrouvee 


La conclusion es- 

sentielle que Ton peut liter du 
22feme sommet arabe qui s'est 
tenu a la fin du mois de juin au 
Caire est la decision prise par 
les Etats arabes de coopferer k 
nouveau. 

Cette rencontre avait un ca- 
ractfere extraordinaire car le 
concept de solidarity entre les 
pays arabes sou fire depuis 
iongtemps de divisions. 

*Le sommet ne s'est pas tenu 
uniquement pour des objectifs 
arabes. II a eu lieu en reaction 
a {'election de Benjamin Nctan- 
yahou*, explique Hussni al 
Shuhiab. deux fois dfeputd et 
profess eur au dfepartement de 
sciences politiques k l’Univcr- 
sit£ de Jordanie. 

Effray6s par l'avenir. les re¬ 
gimes arabes ont surmonte 
toutes leurs disputes et leurs 
di (Terences pour pouvoir parler 
et tenter de retrouver une unity 
dans les conditions actuelles. 
*Pour iviter», comme 1‘ex- 


plique Husni ol Shuhiab *de se 
retrouver dans une ntc sans is¬ 
sue*. 

«Les Etats arabes ont seriti 
le danger qui s’approchait avec 
I'arrivec au pouvoir du Likoud. 
analyse Ghazi aJ Saadi, expert 
en politique israyiienne et mem- 
bre de I'Autority nationale pa- 
lestiniennc. -lls ont soudaine- 
ment pris conscience du rive 
israelien dans le monde arabe. 
A cela s'est ajoutee la menace 
que reprisenle {‘alliance mili- 
raire israelo-turque .» 

Ce sommet a yty initif par 
des pays qui ont manifests leur 
envie de sc reconcilier el 
d'hamtoniser ‘ les relations 
arabes pour pouvoir faire face 
aux ddfis k venir. 

Pour Husni al Shuhiab. - e'esi 
plural un nouveau moyen de sc 
i ‘oiler la face. Ce sommet cher- 
chait a satisfairc les Ameri- 
cains. en leur assurani d'une 
fafon unanime que les Arabes 
son toujours pour La paix pla- 
cee sous leur benediction.» 


De meilleures relations 
entre la Syrie et la Jordanie 

Les relations entre la Jordanie et la Syrie continuent de se re¬ 
chauffer aprfes le sommet arabe du Caire. Lundi, ie roi Hussein 
et Ie prysident syrien Hafez al-Assad ont eu un entretientyiyph- 
onique. passant *en revue la situation dans la region, notam- 
inent les developpements du processus de paix. *• 

Ce contact d&oule de la rencontre le 22 juin dernier au Caire 
entre les deux hommes. Depuis le mois de mai 1994, Hafez aJ- 
Assad et le roi Hussein ne s^taient pas rencontres. 

( Au dfibut du mois dernier, le roi Hussein avait affirmy que 
des organisations palestiniennes radicaSes b®fees ^ Daroas-.ten- . 
tentacle ddstabiliser la Jordanie en y imrod6f§6m.des*ffxplo^ifs- • 
pour commettre des attentats contre des Jordantens et des tou- 
ristes israyiiens.B 


Ce sommet auquel 13 chefs 
d'Etats et 21 pays arabes ont 
participy. a iftd pen^u comme un 
grand succfes. -Avec un seul re¬ 
gret. Qu'un pays puissant 
comme i'lrak ii'tiil pas eu 
I'oppommitc d’x prendre part*. 
remarque Ibrahim Iz el Din r cx- 
vicc Premier ministre. «Mais a 
part pa. le fail que beaucoup de 
pays soient representes par 
lettrs presidents ou leur. roi a 
pennis d ce sommet d'avoir un 
folds important 

Si la Ligue arabe avait organ¬ 
ise ce sommet. I'lrak y aurait 
probablemenl participy. Le fait 
de ne pas avoir inviid ce pays 
reflete la volonty arabe de se 
plier au nouveau systfeme mon¬ 
dial et 11 ses exigences. «De 
toute faqon, I'lrak ne parvient 
pas a sc plier aux exigences is- 
raelo-amcricaincs qui domi- 
nent en ce moment », soupire 
Husni al Shuhiab' 

Ghazi Al Saadi, de son cote 
voit cette absence comme un 
sacrifice avant pour buL de 
sauver I'unity arabe tors du 
sommet. «Le choLx etait sim¬ 
ple: soil Vlrak etait invite cr 
une grande panic des pays 
arabes ne vetufit pas, soil I'lrak , 
ne venait pas et nn pouvait 
compter sur la presence dc tons 
les pays arabes. On a opie pour 
la dettxicme possibilile.» 

Le sommet a abordy avec 
succcs des sujets arabes pryoc- 
cupants. Un des rysultats clairs 
est la volontc dc tous de pour- 
suivre lc processus de paix ct 
d'en faire*la ligne de conduitc 
>v <Tu'. noUV^tu .systfeme moyen- 
' oriental. Encore une fois, les 
pays arabes ont posy comme 
condition le retrait isra61ien des ‘ 


territoires occupys en 1967. 
done la partie arabe de jyrusa- 
lem fait partie. Pour poursuivre 
la paix, il incombe aux Israeli¬ 
ens de se confirmer aux ^solu¬ 
tions 242. 338. 425 de I'Onu et 
au principe de i'echange de la 
terre contre la paix. *Le point 
le plus unponam de ce sommet 
est le fait d'avoir decide de se 
renconlrcr encore une fois au 
cos ou Israel ne respecte pas 
ses engagements*, estime Gha¬ 
zi al Saadi. *On a donne a 
Israel un delai pour tenir ses 
promesses *. 

• Les pays arabes ont laissi la 
porte ouverte aux Israeliens». 
explique Ibrahim Iz el Din. «Et 
la dernUre rencontre du G7 a 
Lyon en France a aussi rappe- 
le d Israel la necessite de pour¬ 
suivre ('application des ac¬ 
cords signes*. 

Le communique final du 
sommet aborde les sujets ma- 
jeurs alTectant les pays arabes 
en trouvant des solutions rai¬ 
son nables pour chaque regime. 
•Le communique est iquilibre 
pour tomes les panics v, com- 
mente Ibrahim lz el Din. +11 n'a 
pris aucune position pour ou 
contre un regime arabe et s’est 
uitachS a trailer les problemcs 
de chaque pays.* 

La sycurittf, yvidemmenL a 
£te au centre des ‘dybats. 
Ghaque pays doit pouvoir etre 
souverain sur sa terre, sans 
eraindre I’intervemion d'un au¬ 
tre. A cet ygard. les problemes 
de soyverainety entre Bahrein 
et 1'Iran. les Emirats Arabes, 
unis et 1'lfan, Me Y6hjen -' et ■ 
I'ErythnSe oht ety clairertiftm 
abordes pendant le sommet. *11 
y a dcs conflits torn au long de 
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A Voccasion dtl sommet arabe du Caire, les relations entre lc roi Hussein et Hafez al*': ) 
Assad se sont rechauffSes. 


VHistoire entre les pays 
arabes* explique lz el Din. 
*Alors ce qui arrive a present 
par exemple entre le Bahrein et 
('Iran n’est pas nouveau. 
D'ailleurs Farouk al-Chareh, 
ministre syrien des affaires 
itrangeres. a'dijd commence 
juste apris le sommet une tour¬ 
nee pour se rendre en Iran puis 
ait Bahrein pour regler ce 
probleme*. 

Ce point de vue optimiste est 


rivalites entre les Etats arabes 
eux-memes*. explique Husni al 
Shuhiab. «L'lran, de toute 
maniere, ne parviendra jamais 
a inverser le processus de i*ulk. 
Mois e’est un bon partenaire 
pour la Syrie.* 

Il est indispensable pour les 
Arabes de maintenir des dis¬ 
cussions avec Ie nouveau gou- 
vemeraent de la Turquie pour- 
effacer les problfemes. Ghazi al 
Saadi estime que {'accord israe- 


InstitHt du monde arabe 


La Jordanie accueille le monde arabe 

Pour preparer la saison jordanienne culturelle qui doit avoir lieu Vannee 
prochaine a Paris t le president de Vlnstitat du monde arabe, Camille Cabana , 
etait en Jordanie cette semaine, ou il a notamment rencontre le roi Hussein. 


Pour Camille Cabana, 
prysident depuis novembre 
1995 de ilnsutut du monde 
arabe (Ima.i, le temps ytait pry- 
eieux en Jordanie. En fe peine 
deux jours, il avail en effet pour 
but c(e renconlrer beaucoup de 
pereonnalitys jordaniennes. id¬ 
les que Ie ministre du Tourisme 
et des Antiquites, et voulait 
. voir certaines pifcces qui effcc- 
luerom ie voyage en France 
pour diffyrentes expositions. 

11 a de plus du gliss£ dans 
son agenda un rendez-vous 
qu'il espyrait. mais dont ii 
n'ytait pas sQr jusqu'au dernier 
moment; un entreticn avec le 
roi. Finaiement. e'est & Akaba 
qu'il a rencontry Ie souverain 
hachymite. "Le roi a etc parti- 
culicrement attentifd propos de 
tout ce que j'ai pu lui dire au 
sujer dc I'lnstitut du monde 
arabe. Il m'a promts son aide, 
lam en ce qui conceme la Jor¬ 
danie proprement Jite. que 
I’aide qu'il pourrait m'apporter 
aupr&s de certains Etats parte- 
rtaires. * 

CnSe en 1987. I'lnstitut du 
monde arabe compte 21 pays 
partenaires. fe savoir l'ensemble 
des membrcs de la Ligue arabe 
plus la France. La France se 
charge theoriquement de fi- 
nancer 40% de son budget, les 
Etats arabes devant eux payer 
60%. 

Mais comme beaucoup de 
grands organismes intemarion- 
aux. lima connalt quelques 
mauvais payeurs qui ne versent 
pas leurs cotisations. .Ce nest 
absolument pas le cas de la 
Jordanie*. precise Camille Ca¬ 
bana, -r que je qualifie de ires 
bon eleve de la classe.» 

En choisissanr de placer la 
Jordanie en tete de la liste des 
pays partenaires k qui il doit 
rendre visile. Camille Cabana a 
tenu a souligner *la grande vo- 

Camille Cabana 

■Fonctionnaire de I'admi- 

nistration marocaine des 
Postes, et Tyi£communica- 
tions de 1948 k 1959, ancien 
flfeve de 1’Ecole nationale de 
radminTstraiion, devenu prf- 
fet en 1969, Camille Cabana 
a 6ty noouriy ministre a plu- 
sieurs reprises. Egaleraent 
siSnateur. il a Iongtemps &£ 
adjoint au main de Paris 
chargy des . finances, 5 
1’ypoque oh M.Chirac occu- 
pair encore cette fonction. 


Ionic de cooperation 
dc la Jordanie ii 
I'egard de I'lma *. 

Le but de cet instilut 
esL selon Camille Ca¬ 
bana, • d'eeuvrer pour 
un rapprochement et 
une meilleure compre¬ 
hension entre les pett- 
ples du monde arabe et 
du monde occidental*. 

Une mission qui revet 
bien sur un caracicre 
politique. oL'hna est 
appclc a jouer un role 
politique, mime s'il 
empnuite les chcmins 
de la culture». 

Long temps adjoint 
de Jacques Chirac a 
mairie de Paris. Ca¬ 
mille Cabana nc peut 
que sc ryjouir de la re- ~ .. 

lance de la politique La/wrr, 
arabe de la France, tirabe 
•Nous n'avons pas vo¬ 
cation a aborder de 
maniere directs les problemes 
purement politiques. Mais nous 
pouvons. sous I'angle de la civ¬ 
ilisation ou dc la culture, valo- 
riser les themes qui rassem- 
blcnt. Et Dicu sail qu'au niveau 
historique el archeologiquc, les 
facteurs qui rapprochenl sont 
beaucoup plus nombreux dans 
cette region que ceux qui divis- 
ent. v 

Lexposiiion que l ima a con- 
sacr£e h la Syrie en 1994 illus- 
tre d'ailleurs pour lui parfaite- 
ment cette dymarche. »A eerie 
epoque. la Syrie avait en Occi¬ 
dent une unage assez detesta¬ 
ble. Or, cette exposition a con- 
nu une affluence considerable: 
400 000 personnes. C'est un 
duff re qu'on acieint a peine 
avec une exposition de prestige 
a Paris consacree a Van Gogh 
ou a Vermeer. Et les autorties 
svriennes nous ont ensuite dir 
que dans les-mois qui ont suivi 
cette exposition, les flux toitris- 
tiques en provenance de la 
France avaient etc multiplies 
par trois ou quaire. * 

Emissaire de Jacques 

Chirac 

En sus de ses fonctions de 
prysident dc I'lma, Camille Ca¬ 
bana sc fait parfois I'ymissaire 
du president de lu Rypublique. 
A I'occasion de sa rencontre 
avec le roi Hussein, il a 
d'ailleurs remis un message 
personnel du president de la 
Republique. 

S'il a bien sOr aborde la situa- 



CamiUe Cabana a ete nomme a la tete de VInstitut du monde 
arabe au mois de novembre dernier. 


lion politique de la region avec 
le souverain hachymite. Ca¬ 
mille Cabana n'a pas perdu de 
vue Vautre volet de sa mission 
qui dtait la preparation de la sai¬ 
son jordanienne qui aura lieu 
rann£e prochaine h Paris. Trois 
.manifestations importantes au- 
ront lieu; unc exposition d'arts 
plastiques d'artistes jordaniens 
contemporains a J’H&tel dc ville 
dc Paris, une manifestation a 
carncterc culturel et commercial 
dans le grand magnsin Le Prin- 
temps (artisanal ct produits lo- 
caux) et une exposition sur 
Carchyologie jordanienne h 
I’lma. ■'Nous montrerons tout A 


lu fois les images dc cede ar- 
cheotogie jordanienne excep- 
tiormclle et les technologies de 
pointe qui oht 'permis de la 
trailer ct de I'approcher. Nous 
aurons done a la fois un pied 
dans un passS lointain et un 
pied dans lefiuur > 

Auparavant. seuls 1'Egypte 
la Syrie avaieni cu droit k unc 
telle manifestation k caractfcre 
national. Un signe suppl£men- 
taire. selon Camille Cabana, de 
•I'atiachement que porte la 
France a la Jordanie *. B 

Olivier Bras 


VHistoire entre les pays rivalites entre les Etats arabes pour realiser leur but*, 

arabes * explique lz el Din. eux-memes*. explique Husni al Enfin. les Etats arabes Sont 
*Alors ce qui arrive a present Shuhiab. «L'lran, de toute tous d'accord pour poursuiyre 
par exemple erure le Bahrein et maniere, ne par\‘iendra jamais les mSgociations jusqu'i ce que 
['Iran n’est pas nouveau, a inverser le processus de fHiit. ] a paix regne dans la region. 

D'ailleurs Farouk al-Chareh, Mais c’est un bon partenaire ,[[# Jordanie*. explique Husni. 

ministre syrien des affaires pour la Syrie.* a] Shuhiab. -a tttja parcouru 

itrangeres, a'deja commence II est indispensable pour les loul ^ dicmin de paix dm: 
juste apris le sommet une tour- Arabes de maintenir des dis- jsraeL Les autres veulenf-=cn 
nee pour se rendre en Iran puls cussions avec le nouveau gou- /al „ Je , nil , K e , hra p, , L , 
an Bahrein pour regler ce vemement de la Turquie pour- d une-auestioii^3e 

prablime.. effueer let probfcmes. Gh».i al S ®^ lS£ ■ 

Ce point de vue optimiste est Saadi estime que I'accord tsrae- , -f J” 
ndccssaire en ce moment pour lo-turc peut etle un danger. *La i 

arriver ,k un MoyeR -Grietu— Xurqiue^JuA-ioujouiSr dc con- qujjs. °nt stgnfe, alprs queles 
•.cahne-^t paisible; Cepeodant, naitre la cloirc de VEmpireQt- : Arabes doivent eux^prenqre qn 
tine alliance r6gionale pendixriF6tf£'t caaWe.Jesflybhty&Br''' { . 

rie avec l'lran. «C'est une alii- ans. Israel a aussi ses rives et ' - • : ? 

ance qui contribue a crier des les deux se sont mis d'accord Oroub d Abed 

Peintiire ‘ ; ‘“I ' 

L’enfance de Nouri al Rawi 

Dans ses tableaux, le peintre irakien Nouri al Rawi \ 
s 1 inspire de ses souvenirs d’enfance. Un passe lointain qui 
plonge le visiteur dans une atmosphere calme et irreelle. 

Un silence imperturba¬ 
ble, des villages endormis. 
abandonn£s- aux maisons de 
pl3tre blanc. des moulins k eau. 
et 1'Euphrate. present dans tous 
les tableaux. Nouri al Rawi 
erfie son uni vers comme il lc 
voit en reve. inspire par les vil¬ 
lages irakiens de son enfance 
de Rawa et Ana. 

D'une voix douce, le peintre 
retrace ses souvenirs et ses 
reves. «Je stus ni dans une fa- 
mille nomb reuse qui travaHlait 
la terre, a la frontiere irako- 
saoudienne. C'etait un endroit 
magnijique entre 1'Euphrate et 
la inontagne. J'allais toujours 
m'fvoder dans la montagne . 
pour contempler le village de ; 
loin et Vimaginer comine un 
tableau, comme j'aurois reyi r 
qu'il soit. Aujourd'hui, mon 
rive est dcvbiu realiti. C'est 
la-bas que meS souvenirs se 
sont figis et que mes impres¬ 
sions visuelles se sont fix&es.» 

C'est son enfance. la nature 
et la femme qui I'inspirent le 
plus. *Pour moi la femme est 
sac rie. C'est lesymbole de la 
vie. c'est la mire, la soeur et 
I'amante.* 

Cet (rakien d'une nature 

calme et sensible, 3g€ d'environ uuLgduisauuiu uurusies inuu- . une .correspoOdanee‘ejifrdt ja 
70 ans, n'est pas siraplement ens et a dirig<5 un temps le Mu- toile'et I'image que je cherthe*- 
peintre. II est aussi pofete et yc- see national d'art modeme de ' realiser.* • : •■Sc? 

riv ? n - . Bagdad. 11 a publiy sept, livres Nouri al Rawi ne se contfinte 

A I age de dix ans. il com- sur I'art entre 1962 et 1976 et pas d'miliser la peintdrt*& 

mengait h pemdre. Il pan en- nfdige aujourd'hui son autobio- I'huile.* Il fait aussi des cdlla&s 

suite fitudier les Beaux-Arts h graphie. Ses peintures ont 6ty k partir de papiere. de broderies 

Bagdad, puis en Yougoslavie et exposyes dans beaucoup de oudejoumaux II joue avec les 

au Portugal. Il occupe plusieurs pays arabes el en Europe. dpaisseurs pour erter des- re- 

fo net ions importantes au sein 11 rfegne dans ses tableaux un liefs, de la profondeur et cfoniwr 

......... .... _ . -■ calme profond, sans mcrae la du rythrae k ses compositions.“ 

"• ■■ "i-- ‘ I nr&enrK ri'iin hnmnin CpIi _. J. . 





dorganisations dartistes iraki- -une -corresporidanee •, ‘ehife-jld 
ens et a dirigy un temps le Mu.- __ loile'et I'image que je efafrehea - 
see national d'art modeme de realiser.* ' Vvc?' 


Video 

La revolution fran<;ajse vue par les cineastes Strangers. 

Danton, de A.Wajda avec Gerard Depardieu- Le 8 juillet a 20hoo au Centre cultu¬ 
rel fran^ais. j 

Expo-photo 

«Heureux diznanche»: 35 lirages noir et blanc illustrent un demi-si^de (1913- 

1966) de loisirs, de plaisire et de divef- __ 

tissements vus par des photographes in- ^ y -I 

scrits dans le mouvement humaniste 

(Denise Colamb', Marcel Bovis,...). r •* 

Jusqu'au 20 juillet au Centre 
franqais. - • 


mm 


see national d'art modeme de 
Bagdad. i( a publiy sept.livres 
sur I'art entre 1962 et 1976 et 
redige aujourd'hui son autobio¬ 
graphic. Ses peintures ont. 6ty 
expos6es dans beaucoup' dc. 
pays arabes et en Europe. 

II rfegne dans ses tableaux un 
calme profond, sans mcrae la 
presence- d'un humain. Cela 
erde une atmosphfere unique, 
une sorte de mfelodie imdrieurc. 
La peinture de Nouri al Rawi 
respire une harmonie mu si cate 
et pofetique. 

Devant ses tableaux, on se 
sent pris d'une nostalgie pour 
ces villages endormis, bien que' 
l'on y soil jamais ailfe et que 
Ton ignore meme oil ils se trou- 
vem, . 

Quatre teintes dominem la 
plupan des tableaux; le blanc, 
ie bleu, le vert et une touche de 
rouge. *Les cmdeurs sont des 
sentiments et des revelations. 
Je les choisis spontaniment •, 
explique Nouri al Rawi. VJe he 
copie pas les couleurs que je 
vois mais je m'inspi fe .de celles 
que j'ai en tete. Si je ne suis 
pas a I'aise. avec des couleurs. 
je passe des heures i les tra¬ 
vaiUer jusqu'd ce.que je. trouve 


Nouri al Rawi ne se cohifeote 
pas d'utiliser la peinttaife^^ 
I’huile* II fait aussi des collages 
k partir de papiers. de broderies 
ou de joumaux. II joue av'ec ies 
ypaisseurs pour erfeer des-re¬ 
liefs, de la profondeur et dohnes 
du rythme k ses compositions^ 

Nc s'inscrivant dans aufeuBe 
mou vance artisdque, il pourajit 
son itinferaire scuf. vj'at.mpn 
style propre. Je ne ressembIe-% 
aucun artiste, L'artiste- 'Aipd- 
eme s'est libSrf de toUlethts 
coni mimes culiureUes. Chdcim 
doit laisser libre cours b sdrf th-- 
ventivitd pour deveiopperrson 
style personnel au. lunB'Jde ' 
s'accrocher au style, ' des^ah- ., 
ires*. -• - -••- 

. Il vous reste unit Sen^ff. 
pour entrer dans l'univere5ffi*®r 
culier de Nouri Al Raw£-<feni 
ies oeuvres sont expq^^^l* 
galerie Orfali. Ne cheinc^rttr.: , 
cun message dans, scfr'ra bfcau* ’ J 
mais simplement un : style^|es 
reves sortam de 
peinlre.B 

OtjdUdail&y:h^8^^^ 


■ . nL'V kir.d-.. 

En declarant souhaiter se reunir a nouveau si Israel ne respecte pas ses engagements, les Etats arabes se sont. 
montres au sommet du Caire determines a etre solidaires. Trois analystes politiques reviennent sur ce sommet^ 
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THE STAR 13 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe institute...641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)...... 610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre_639777 

Haya Arts Centre.. 665195 

Y.W.C.A.641793 

Y.W.M.A. 66425! 

Daru al Funun.643252 

Alia Art Gallery.639303 

Baladna An Gallery--657132 

Nabii Al Mashini Then're.675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 


| Diplomatic Corps 



641271/2 


67 246/7 

Austrian. 

... 644635 

Bahraini. 

664148/9 

Brazilian . 

. 642183 

Belgian. 

... 675683 

Bulgarian . 

.. 818151 

Canadian . 

.. 666124 

Chilean . 

.;. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons 

... 677559 

1 I Czech .671813/666135 

I 1 Danish Consulate Gen ... 

... 603703 

i 1 Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 

641273/4 


... 689351 

Greek. 

671331/2 


815614 

Icelandic Consulate_ 

... 698851 

Indian . 

... 637262 

Indonesian. 

... 828911 


... 639331 


... 638185 

Japanese . 

672486/7 


675135/8 

Libyan . 

693101/3 

Lebanese . 

.. 641381 

Moroccan . 

.. 641451 

I 1 Netherlands. 619699/619693 

New Zealand Consulate.. 

.. 636720 

North Korean . 

... 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 

644932/4 

Omani. 

... 686155 

Pakistani. 

... 622787 

Palestine. 

..677517 

People's Rep. of China.. 

... 666139 

Philippines.-. 

645161 

Polish. 

637153 

Qatari. 

... 682666 

Romanian. 

... 667738 


.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian. 

814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons 

....861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate . 

...645312 

South Korean.. 

660745/6 

South Africa. 

....811194 

Spanish. 

614166/9 

Sudanese. 

644251/2 

Swedish-. 

669177/9 

Swiss. 

686416/7 

Syrian . 

641076 

Taiwan. 

.. f>71530 

Tunisian. 

674307/8 

Turkish .. 

.. 641251 

I IUA.R .. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom. 

... 823100 


... 820101 

Yemen. 

... 642381 

EEC Delegation. 

. 668191 

ESCWA. 

694351/8 

ICRC. 

... 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 

668171/7 

UNRWA 

. 607398 

UNICEF. 

.. 629571 

UNESCO. 

.. 606559 



Concord Cinema. 

„ 677420 

Plaza Cinema. 

„ #09238 

Philadelphia Cinema.. 

634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Spans City. 

Orthodtu Club. 

667181/S 
.810491 

Roval Automobile Club. 

.815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 

736572 


673713 

Royal Racing Gub. 

Jordan Bridge Club. 

.09-80123.3 
. 676990 

(VtMtl 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N. 8T70i i /RT7QT7 




Government Depts. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg . 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhucsien O DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.63639! 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.SJ5615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information......641467 

Interior Ministry.663111 

Justice.663101 


Labour..698186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning .-.644466 

Post & Communications...624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.64146J 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Airlines 

Adria Airways. 

.667029 

Aeroflot.!. 

. 64J5J0 


... 694801 

Air Canada. 

. 630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India . 

... 688301/2 

Air Lanka . 

. 682140 

Alitalia. 

625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen) 

.653691 

American Airlines. 

. 669068 

Arab Wings. 

. 894484 

I Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines. 

. 665909 

British Midland. 

. 694802 

British Airways . 

. 828801 

Cathay Pacific. 

.628596 

China Airlines. 

. 636232 

Cyprus Airways. 

. 667028 


643661 

Egypt Air. 

.630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

. 643341 

Gulf Air. 

. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines ... 

. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 

. 622826 

Japan AirLines . 

.630879 

KLM. 

.62*»175 

1 Korean Airlines ... 676624/6622361 

I Libyan Arab Airlines.. 

.... 643831/2 

1 Lufthansa. 

...... 601744 

I Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA. 

.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines .... 

.640200 

P1A . 

. 625981 

Polish Airlines . 

. 625981 

Qantns. 

. 862288 

Royal Jordanian. 

. 678321 


. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines 

. 604499 

Singapore Airlines. 

.676177 

Sudan Airlines. 

. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.l 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 

. 622147 

Untied Airlines. 

.641959 

USAir. 

... 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian... 

.637380 

Thai Airways. 

. 637195 

Trans World Airline... 

. 623430 

Turkish Airlines . 

. 659102 

Yemenis Airways. 

. 628175 

Queen Alia Airport. 

(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info. 

.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police . 787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafich....775l 11/26 

Al-Muaslwr Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.074155 

Army. Mark a.S31 ti 11 /15 

Hussein Medicjl Centre ... 813813 

Italian- A l-Muhajrecn.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity . 642362 

Khalcdi Maternity. 644281/6 

Maihas. J. Amman. 636I4J 

Palestine, Shmcisani.6b4)71/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmcisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali .... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/9! 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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fgk Cojrxfort 

Hotel Suites 

Luxury 

Tel 

it. Comfort 


® Service 

2 

Location 


In the of 


Sweifyieh 





NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



pizza 

4tuT 


“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

'* Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gilts available 


U- 



Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax.810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseh Center. 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

rr\yr — /■ ”> s' , 1. 

k CW: - j 

CARDENS ST 


HOSP ITALITY T , 

Mi 



: ully Serviced Suites] 

A/C In Grand 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

TeI:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 

P Macca St: 7W. SS523S 
| Qehi3ti CVifftr 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Beautv Institute 

o Facials 

O Body skin try at tinnt 
O Make-up 

O Fur op can man ini res A 
nodi cures 
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1:3:17- CCJ? 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeisa*ii 

-r,,. 

. .!. Jr*' 4. ».• * * 


Tel: 666705 




We save you more 
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To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
652-380 
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Cafe Restaurant 

Different 
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Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 

THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 

DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 

Umadinab Almunawarah Si. 
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Professional Quality in 1 
HPMF Service 

Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

w JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
•* free enlargement 
20X30 cm 

Shrrseisar.i- Go 3 . Grind- 

;-v i Bank. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlivyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily I2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 
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AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 
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The Best PIZZA 

Jr W— •- r T 

in Jordan 
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(DINE-IN. TAKE A WAY & DELIVERY 1 


Mecca st. Jab'r Trade Center 


^ .. 









r 

All types of Bread 

1 



Cakes & Pastries 

1 




7Ui circle. Tel. 820099 
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8 IZS CIITTSE FOR BHICZ SEB 7 ZCBS 

\ *Professional Drycleaning . 

*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
*Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at:.... 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique j 
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jCoERa JANIARD 
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Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca Sl Phone: 821656 & 814714 
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CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 
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CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


4 

* 

Rent a Car 
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CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


WasfiAl-TaJSL 

Tel: 695180 


Fax: 682525 


jt%asi Ando to 3 r _.^ 

we offer:- £ 

^ a. Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check __ ■ 

«■*-f Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance y i 

ir. i a At® -:/ ♦ Oil Change \ 345 KE H/ 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




rsr Not all “ cafe’s “ are 




created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


:688p-- 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 
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Al- Shmeisani, Near Ala Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 ; 
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The Internet and commercial on -line services: 


The ever blurring line 
of distinction 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 


THERE WERE times when the 
Internet and the commercial on¬ 
line services were exotic con¬ 
cepts to us in Jordan, worthy of 
Churchill's famous description 
of Russia: “wrapped in a mys¬ 
tery inside an enigma”. 

These ‘dark ages' 
are gone; Jordanians 
are taking confident 
steps towards utiliz¬ 
ing the Internet and 
its functionality in 
business and leisure. 

Yet. and as a 
result of our previous 
isolation from the 
Internet. Jordanians 
still mix between the 
once very distinct 
notions of the Inter¬ 
net itself, and com¬ 
mercial on-line 
service. 

Prior to the 1993 
introduction of the 
attractive World 
Wide Web on the 
Internet, the Internet 
was the exclusive 
domain of research 
students and acade¬ 
mia centers. For 


ers used—the Internet by con¬ 
trast is a collection of computer 
networks owned by a mulliLuJe 
of parlies. Second, they usually 
had centralized computer servers 
containing their information and 
services connected with many 
Points of Presence—places with 
communication hardware jnd 
modems for users to connect 


over the family and business 
markets until the advent of the 
Web which dramatically 
changed their fortunes. The new 
attractive look of the Internet 
lured in many home users and 
businesses, who also appreciated 
the usually cheaper connection 
rates. Under such pressure, com¬ 
mercial on-line services quickly 
adopted the 
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The opening screen of America On-Line 


strategy of 
modifying their 
software io 
allow for 
browsing of the 
Web. Compu¬ 
Serve and Prod¬ 
igy went as far 
as announcing 
a complete shift 
towards 
HTML. the 
Web's standard 
format. This 
decision came 
out of neces¬ 
sity; no matter 
how hard these 
on line services 
try. the expo¬ 
nentially 
increasing web 
content—as 
more and more 
information is 


Another view on Web publishing costs 


AS PART of The Star's efforts 
to present different views on 
the topics discussed in the 
Workstation page, here is an 
analytical view presented by a 
reader, regarding Mr Jawad 
Abbassi's article on 'Cyber- 
perspectives on Old Paper Cost 
Issues' published in The Star’s 
issue, dated 20 June. 1996. 


I really admired the attempt 
of Mr Abbassi to add an eco¬ 
nomic perspective to electronic 
publishing issues. Unfortu¬ 
nately. the article may have a 
serious flaw' in its economic 
analysis. 

Mr Abbassi argues that the 
new world of Internet publish¬ 
ing has abolished the costs of 
classical publishing. He 
stretches the argument to make 
it look like all costs have been 
abolished. Thus, totally neglect¬ 
ing the other costs associated 
with Web publishing. 

First of all. wc have lo realize 
that only a relatively small per¬ 
centage of people have moved 
into Web publishing. So. any of 
the benefits that Mr Abbasi has 
mentioned are ye! to be realized 
in the long run. It is true that 
packaging and shipping costs 
are eliminated with Web pub¬ 
lishing. but ihcre is a whole 
range of other costs that arc 
ignored. 

There are the costs of acquir¬ 
ing content, the cost of creating 


content, and shipping costs are 
replaced by a continuous need to 
upgrade the network and acquire 
more -bandw idth. The congestion 
of the Information Super High¬ 
way is already posing a problem 
that many telecommunication 
companies arc trying to solve. A 
look at issues of BusinessWeek in 
the last month would introduce 
you to many useful examples. As 
publishers move 
more to Web publish¬ 
ing. this congestion 
will be a bigger prob¬ 
lem. Solving it would 
require added costs. 

Mr Abbassi also 
mentioned a very 
interesting topic. It 
concerns "distributing 
software— he is 
really talking about 
Applets and Java. 

Realizing cost items 



costs of shipping and delivery. 

There is also the cost of sup¬ 
porting the new users and train¬ 
ing them. Of course, that cost 
would still be less than the costs 
of traditional publishing, but it is 
still there. There is also the cost 
of maintaining the network ele¬ 
ments. which in developed coun¬ 
tries could reach beyond SI0.000 
for network servers and $8,000 
for desktop comput¬ 
ers. This cost will 
even increase as 
more users shift to 
multimedia use. One 
last element is the 
short product cycle 
of programs. 

The" constant need 
to upgrade and 
improve software 
implies a hidden cost 


in this 

case is very tricky, since it would 
look as if the only cost that com¬ 
panies have to incur is that of 
developing software and then, as 
more users rent or buy the soft¬ 
ware. the average cost will 
decline even further till it reaches 
Zero in infinity, which is exactly 
what increasing returns to scale 
mean. That could be a very inter¬ 
esting theoretical argument, but it 
is also very tricky. In this case, 
what Mr Abbassi did not realize 
is that the cost of bandwidth, and 
upgrading the network to support 
an ever increasing number of 
users, replaces the traditional 


element. Software does not stay- 
in the market lone enough to 


realize a substantial decline in 
average cost 

So. in the case of Web pub¬ 
lishing. we are dealing with only 
a shift in the cost structure. In 
theoretical terms. Mr Abbasi 
implied that the cost curve has 
been out in half. In reality, what 
happened is a downward shift in 
the cost curve. That is my answer 
to Mr Abbasi's article. Hope¬ 
fully. it will correct any inaccu¬ 
rate’ perceptions that Mr Abbasi's 
article may have created. fl 


Jabra F. Chneim. Consul¬ 
tant & Economic Analyst 
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DPR enforcement in Jordan (1): 

Anticipating the storm 


entertainment and attractive ser¬ 
vices. home users and businesses 
used commercial on-line ser¬ 
vices such as America On Line 
(AOL). Prodigy and 
CompuServe. 

Such on-line services, com¬ 
pared to which the local NETS 
and Access services are minute 
models, differed from the Inter¬ 
net in three important ways; 

First, unlike the Internet, they 
were run by commercial compa¬ 
nies that owned every single 
piece of hardware their subscrib- 


locally. So. a user of America On 
Line (AOLl. for instance, would 
connect with a Point of Presence 
in London that would allow him/ 
her to utilize AOL's computer 
servers in the US Third, these 
on-line services utilized their 
own proprietary software that 
gave their service a distinctive 
'feel'. The Internet, on the other 
hand, supports open standards 
which many software applica¬ 
tions can use. 

So. commercial on-line ser- 


put on it— means that they can't 
continue to neglect it. 

This led to the current situa¬ 
tion when' users of. say. AOL 
can enjoy AOL's interface and 
special features while in the 
same time browse the web at 
tlicir will. Thus, blurring the dis¬ 
tinction between the commercial 
on line services and the Internet 
and resulting in increased usage 
of both the web and commercial 
on-line services. Ideally, a sub¬ 
scriber to AOL dials up a Point 
of Presence belonging to AOL. 


vices enjoyed pervasive control 
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in his/her city or country, and 
connects to AOL's service which 
also provides access to the Web 
and the Internet. Yet. and confus¬ 
ingly enough, a subscriber of 
AOL could'also use his connec¬ 
tion to the Internet and the web to 
log on to AOL. This becomes 
handy if that subscriber is in a 
country, like Jotdan. without an 
AOL point of presence. Whereas 
connecting through the regular 
method will email that this sub¬ 
scriber dials up a point of pres¬ 
ence outside Jordan and pays I'or 
the cost of an international phone 
call. Utilizing the Internet's TCP/ 
IP (the Internet's networking pro¬ 
tocol which comes with every 
Internet jccounu allows this sub¬ 
scriber lo connect directly to 
AOL's servers. This eliminates 
the need for paying for interna¬ 
tional phone calls and replaces it 
with the cheaper option of paying 
for a connection to a local Inter¬ 
net Service provider. It is also 
noteworthy that most commercial 
on-line services currently bundle 
a TCP/IP pack with their soft¬ 
ware. which is specifically 
designed for this purpose. 

We. Jordanians, may have 
been right after all; on-line ser¬ 
vices arc the same as the Internet. 
At least, they are heading in that 
direction. B 


News update 


Silicon Graphics completes 
its merger with Cray 
Research 


• Silicon Graphics. Inc. 
i SGI) has announced the com¬ 
pletion of its merger with Cray 
Research Inc., "creating the 
world's leading high- 
performance computing com¬ 
pany. In April 1996. Silicon 
Graphics acquired 75 percent of 
the outstanding shares of Cray 
Research. 

Cray Research, now a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Silicon 
Graphics, will continue to focus 
on providing large-scale super¬ 
computer systems and services 
to govcmmenL industry and 
academia. 

Robert. H. Ewald. president 
and chief operating officer of 
Cray Research Inc., since 
December 1994. will head up the 
new subsidiary. 

Silicon Graphics Inc., is a 
leading manufacturer of high- 
performance and commercial 
computing systems. 

The company delivers interac¬ 
tive three-dimensional graphics, 
digital media and symmetric 


multiprocessing super¬ 

computing technologies to tech¬ 
nical and commercial environ¬ 
ments through direct and indirect 
sales channels. 


Sin am appointed as DPC 
distributor in Jordan 


• Sinam Integrated Systems 
t SIS) has recently been 
appointed as the distributor for 
[PC products in Jordan. 

(PC. a manufacturer of per¬ 
sonal computers based in Singa¬ 
pore. provides a comprehensive 
line of computers that cater for 
home and corporate users. The 
home line focuses on multimedia 
features that offer ‘edu-tainment' 
at a reasonable cosl 
O ver the last couple of years. 
I PC products have been strongly 
promoted in the different mar¬ 
kets of the Middle East, and the 
appointment of Sinam in Jordan 
resembles the company’s com¬ 
mitment to introduce its products 
to the growing local market. 

For more information on IPC 
products in Jordan, contact 
Sinam Integrated Systems at 
telephone 682251. 


THE TOPIC of intellectual property rights f IPR) in Jordan usu¬ 
al! v stirs up different opinions and arguments, and is starting to 
generate more debates, as implementation of IPR laws in the 
country looks set to start within the next twelve months. 

For those of you who don’t know. IPR laws are those that pro¬ 
tect the rights of inventors and authors to reap the financial profits 
of the use and sale of their creations. Materials covered by these 
laws include computer software, books and primed materials, 
video tapes and movies, music productions and almost every cop¬ 
yrighted item in the world. In other words, enforcement of IPR 
laws means that it would be illegal, and punishable by law. to 
copy or pirate computer software. 

From this stand point, it is quite obvious why IPR laws raise so 
many arguments in Jordan. Just imagine the kind of changes 
these laws would introduce to the current status of software 
piracy in the country. Users would actually have to pay for every 
single piece of software they use. If that sounds tike a serious 
change for users, just think what it would mean to the shops that 
sell pirated software. If they don't adapt, and offer original soft¬ 
ware. they would have to close down their software sales opera¬ 
tions. or face litigation. Keeping in mind that the same would 
apply to all the shops that offer copied video and music tapes, the 
extent of change that these laws will introduce is massive. As the 
US Government likes to put iL ‘no more free lunch*. 

Opinions regarding IPR laws range from the extreme view that 
these laws will destroy certain aspects of the Jordanian economy, 
to views that proper enforcement is needed to protect arising Jor¬ 
danian industries, that can be equally susceptible to theft as their 
foreign counterparts. After all. Jordanian software developers 
deserve protection, to be able to survive. The Jordan Computer 
Society has been very active in creating awareness regarding IPR 
issues and many lectures, seminars and round-table discussions 
have been held over the past years to discuss this hot topic. 

With Jordan steadily heading in the direction of fulfilling the 
requirements of joining the World Trade Organization fWTO). 
the completion of procedures includes the ratification of GATT 
tGeneral Agreement on Tariffs & Trade) requirements. So. IPR 
laws—long discussed, but not implemented—will become a real¬ 
ity. If Jordan fails to fulfil its obligations in this respect. Jordanian 
products could be banned from all countries that apply WTO reg¬ 
ulations. Faced by these facts. Jordanians have to be prepared for 
a new situation. Already, some shops ore taking steps to introduce 
original video, music and computer products. 

“Wc have to start somewhere.” commented the manager of a 
new music, video and software store in Amman. "For the past 
few months, we have successfully sold original videos, music 
tapes and software to our customer.” he added. An interesting 
story he told, went as follows: "In Saudi Arabia, there has been a 
major bust by the authorities by which software worth thousands 
of dollars was confiscated. Not only was ihe offender jailed, but 
he was also required to pay u sum equal to the actual value of the 
software he was pirating.” 

Although it sounds like something really harsh, it's one way to 
set an example that will prevent others from pirating software. 

The question is how will Jordanian businesses adapt to this 
new status, and will it totally throw them off balance? As far as 
software is concerned, it would be safe to say that most shops in 
the country that Jo sell software are not entirely dependent on the 
sale of pirate copies, as these shops also offer general computer 
accessories and peripherals. Bul the suflwarc operations will be. 
less profitable. That is. at least, in the short term, until buyers 
adapt lo the idea of paying more for their software. 

Over the next couple of weeks, we will be shedding more light 
on the issues involved in IPR enforcement in Jordan, including 
opinions of several involved parties. One thing is for sure: The 
software business in Jordan will never be the same. 

How Jordanian software developers may benefit, and what 
needs lo be done in the 'difficult', but necessary, phase of change 
will be our focus. B 
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Bierhoff: The man with the “golden 
goal” leads Germany to victory 


LONDON—Oliver Bierhoff 
created soccer history on Sun¬ 
day when he scored the first 
international "golden goal" to 
lead Germany to a record third 
European title with a 2-1 win 
over the Czech Republic. 

Bierhoff s sudden-death win¬ 
ning goal in the fifth minute of 
extra time came 


under new rules 
and brought the 
match to an 
immediate fin¬ 
ish. banishing 
the prospect oF 
another penalty 
shoot-out. 

Bierhoff. who replaced Meh- 
met Scholl after 69 minutes, had 
been on the pitch for only four 
minutes when he headed Ger¬ 
many's equaliser in the 73rd 
minute. 

The Czechs had taken the 
lead in the 59th minute when 
Patrik Berger fired home a pen¬ 
alty which went under the body 
of Germany goalkeeper Andreas 
Koepke. 

Television replays showed 
that the foul, committed by Ber¬ 
ger's Bomssia Dortmund team 
mate Matthias Sammer on Karel 
Poborsky, was just outside the 
penalty area. 

An intriguing match swung 
first Germany’s way and then 
the Czechs until Bierhoff struck 
in extra lime, firing left-footed 
past Czech goalkeeper Petr 
Kouba. 

He got both hands to the bail 
but failed to stop it squeezing 
out of his grasp and into the net 
off his left-hand post 

The German players began 
celebrating the moment the ball 
went in but confusion reigned 
briefly. 

One of the linesmen had his 
flag up and the Czech players 
persuaded referee Pierluigi Pai- 
reuo to go over and talk to him. 

In a scene reminiscent of the 
confusion that surrounded Eng¬ 
land's third goal in the 1966 
World Cup against West Ger¬ 
many. when a Geoff Hurst shot 
hit the bar and bounced down 
on (he line, Pairetto and his 
linesman consulted for a few 
moments before the referee 
pointed to the centre circle, sig¬ 
nalling the goal. 

It was then the Czech players 
knew their impossible task was 
over and the Germans' celebra¬ 
tions began in earnest. 


After the Czechs collected 
their losers' medals from Queen 
Elizabeth, she presented the 
Henri Delaunay trophy to Ger¬ 
man captain Juergen 
Klinsmann. 

He had made a remarkable 
recovery from a calf injury to 
play in the final. 

Germany 
came into 

K 



the match, 
without 
the sus¬ 
pended 
Thomas 
Moeller 
and 
Stefan 
Rcute 

r but boosted by the remm of 
Klinsmann. He had missed the 
semifinal against England alter 
being injured in the quarter- 
finals against Croatia. 

Beni Vogts' squad was also 
so depleted by injuries that only 
eight players were 111 enough to 
train on Friday. 

But Germany made light of 
their behind-the-scenes prob¬ 
lems. forcing four comers in the 
opening seven minutes. 

Although none of them came 
to anything, the Germans main¬ 
tained the upper hand during the 
opening stages. But gradually 
the Czechs, boosted by the 
return of three players from sus¬ 


pension. began malting serious 
inroads in the German defence. 

Prompted by Berger and Jiri 
Nemec. they created -j series of 
chances for the impressive 
Poborsky and Pavel Kuka who 
had a golden opportunity of his 
own to pul the Czechs ahead 
after 42 minutes. 

Dieter Eihs. one of the out¬ 
standing players in the tourna¬ 
ment. lost the ball to Kuka just 
inside his own half and the Kai¬ 
serslautern player ran half the 
length of the pilch only to see 
his chipped shot saved by 
Koepke. 

On the stroke of halftime 
Hilts collided with Nemec. tore 
ligaments in his left knee and 
did not re-uppear alter the break. 

Four German players— 
Thomas Hassler. Thomas 
Helmer. Sammer and Klin¬ 
smann—were in the team 
beaten in the 1^92 European 
championship final by Denmark 
and must have fell history was 
about to repeat itself midway 
through the second half. 

The Czechs, ranked as 150-1 
outsiders to lift the title alter los¬ 
ing 2-0 to Germany in their 
opening match of the tourna¬ 
ment. were suddenly ahead. 

Although Sammer's foul on 
the living Poborsky was just 
outside the area, its nature prob¬ 


ably warranted a penalty. Berger 
was lucky to score with a pow¬ 
erful left-footed shot which 
went under Koepke's Jiving 
body. 

But js they had done against 
Engiand in the semifinals, the 
Germans levelled quickly. 
Christian Zicge's accurate frcc- 
kick wide on the right found the 
unmarked Bierhoff in space and 
he made no mistake with his 
powerful close-range header. 

Zicgc. impressive on hath the 
left and right, and Summer began 
hitting long hails over the Czech 
defence for Klinsmann and Bie¬ 
rhoff to chase. 

With just a minute of normal 
lime remaining. Czech substitute 
Vladimir Smiccr. who went back 
lo Prague to get married on Fri¬ 
day. almosr sealed the game for 
the underdogs. 

He ended a powerful run with 
a well-struck shot which Kocpkc 
did well to lip around the post. 

Five minutes later it was all 
over. Bierhoffs winner giving 
Germany the title for the third 
time following victories in 1972 
and 1980. 

His "golden goaf also 
avenged West Germany's loss to 
Czechoslovakia in the 1976 
European final in Belgrade. 

Teams: 

Germany: I-Andy Kocpkc. f»- 


Matthias Sammer. 5-Thomas 
Helmer. 14-Mark us Babbel. 19- 
Thomas Strunz. 21-Dieter Eilts 
(3-Marco Bode 46). 17- 

Christian Ziege. 10-Thomas 
Hacsslcr. S-Mehmct Scholl 1 20- 
Oliver Bierhoff 69). 11-Stefan 
Kuntz. 18-Jucrgcn Klinsmann. 

Czech Republic: l-Petr 
Kouba. 3-Jan Suehoparek. 4- 
Pavel Nedved. 5-Miroslav Kad¬ 
lec. 7-Jiri Nemec. 8-Karel 
Poborsky 1 17-Vladimir Smicer 

881 . c >-Pavel Kuka. I3-Radek 
Bejhl. I4-Palrik Berger. 15- 
Miehal Homak. I9-Karel Rada. 

Referee: Pierluigi Pairetto 
(Italy). B 




Golden goal adds extra glitter 
to Euro 96 crown 


LONDON—What a fine way that was 
to settle a championship. 

The golden goal finally made its 
debut when Oliver Bierhoff scored lo 
give Germany a 2-1 win over the Czech 
Republic in Sunday's European Cham¬ 
pionship soccer final. It is a welcome 
addition to the sport. 

Bierhoff s sudden-death goal came 
five minutes after the Germans and 
Czechs had started playing extra time. 
Under the old rules, the two teams 
would have continued playing for 
another 25 minutes, and if the Cz.cchs 
had scored to tie it. the title would have 
been decided on penalty kicks. 

Too many great players hud disap¬ 
pointing performances for this to be 
called a great tournament. From the 
quarterfinals on. five of seven matches 
went to extra time, and that underlines 
the absence of a truly powerful team. 
But at least the tournament ended dra¬ 
matically and pleasingly. 

The 1994 World Cup. a superb event, 
will be remembered by many for the 
frustration of seeing one of the greatest 
prizes in world sport given away on the 
result of a penalty shootout. Penalties 
certainly furnish a powerful ending. 

The tension was unbearable- Wednes¬ 
day when Germany and England 
engaged in a shootout for the right to 

advance to Sunday's Final. When Gareth 
Southgate missed England's sixth kick, 
supporters moved to the edge of cele¬ 
bration throughout Germany and its sis¬ 
ter country for a day.-Scotland. Andy 


Moeller's subsequent game-winning 
kick will earn him everlasting fame in 
Germany and on the Tartan Army home 
page. It was exciting, but it was a 
lottery. 

Sunday's conclusion was real soccer. 
Bierhoff had come on os a substitute in 
the second half, and his unopposed ran 
to the far post to connect with a Chris¬ 
tian Ziege free kick was almost as per¬ 
fect as Ihe header with which he scored. 
He did just as well on the w inning goal. 

It was Bierhoff who ouijumped 
Czech defender Karel Rada to win j 
long clearance and set up German pos¬ 
session just outside the Czech penalty- 
box. A minute later, he had the ball and 
did well to hold off Rada. He turned and 
shot in the blink of an eye. and although 
the ball might have taken a slight deflec¬ 
tion. it was a whole lot better than play¬ 
ing on and perhaps having to resort to 
penalties. 

FIFA, the world body that governs 
soccer, has shown a refreshing willing¬ 
ness during the 1990s to make subtle 
changes to the rules. Goalkeepers no 
longer arc permitted to handle passes 
kicked back from teammates. The off¬ 
side role was changed slightly to favor 
attackers. Tackling from behind was 
outlawed. 

The golden goal failed to settle four 
previous extra limes: opponents seemed 
as cautious as ever. Bui if it can save 
jusl one game from going to a penally 
shootout, then it is well worthwhile. 
Let’s hope FIFA continues to have a 


sensible and open mind. 

Suggestions earlier this year about 
enlarging the size of the goals’ thankfully 
were laughed out of consideration, bul 
there arc other experiments going on 
that are worthy of full-fledged adoption. 

In the United States, several leagues 
arc keeping time the way it should be 
kept in the computer age. on the sta¬ 
dium scoreboard. It is profoundly silly 
that in major events such as the World 
Cup and European Championship, with 
hundreds of millions watching, only ihe 
referee knows exactly when a game will 
end and exactly how much lime has 
been added for various stoppages. 

FIFA recently gave greater responsi¬ 
bility to the fourth official, and working 
with an official timekeeper is where 
they can be most useful. 

Watching last-second flurries while 
an othciul clock counts down to zero 
really adds to the game. 

A bit more radical but no less inter¬ 
esting is the kick-in. currently being 
tried in the United Systems of Indepen¬ 
dent Soccer Leagues in the United 

Stales, and in the second division in 
Belgium. The idea is this: When a team 
is in the attacking third of the field, 
about 35 yards from the goal, it has the 
option of kicking rather than throwing 
the ball back into play. Kick-ins are 
deadly in the USISL. where some of the 
pitches arc barely 60 yards wide. 20 
yards below the international standard. 

But kick-ins would add to the game at 
the highest level, too. B 
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